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COPYRIGHT 


Oocooodooevwo oO 


The contents of this publication remain the sole property of Jeffry David 
Camm. Permission is given to reproduce pictures, text and diagrams from 
this publication for teaching purposes, provided the said text and/or 
diagrams are not sold for profit. 


Where text or pictures have been taken from another source, this source 
is identified in the footnotes, so that the reader may continue to expand 
his knowledge by reading other book sources, or go to web sites, which 
have more detailed information about particular issues identified or raised 
in this book. 


Dedication 


This book is dedicated to the thousands of people, who throughout the 
last 2000 years have grasped the significance of what Jesus Christ was 
saying, when He walked among us here on earth. 


He said that the Kingdom of God had come, now in the present age - not 
sometime later in the future, but right here, right now, today! 


He also indicated that Satan was defeated and that the Kingdom of God 
was right here now on earth. He was going to His Father in heaven, but 
we, as born again believers, were to be the stewards of that kingdom until 
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Jesus Christ returns to rule and reign in His kingdom here on earth for one 
thousand years. 


So the challenge as you read this book is this. Which kingdom do you give 
your allegiance to? Is it the kingdom of darkness - or the kingdom of 
light? 


Chapter One: THE SECRET KINGDOM 


Throughout all of known history, God Almighty has been trying to 
communicate with his people and to get them to follow His laws and His 
commandments, so that He can bless them with peace, joy and 
prosperity. 


God put mankind upon this earth to be the people with whom He could 
communicate, love and cherish. He also gave us the responsibility to be 
the custodians of this earth, its resources, its forests and its animals, fish 
and birds. 


History has shown us that mankind thinks they know better than God 
Almighty and they continually try to do it “there own way” - that if the 
they do it “there own way” things will be better. 


Unfortunately history shows us that we are not as bright as we thought 
we were, and as a result, we are running out of resources, have 
deforestation in many places on earth, with resultant famines and/or 
landslides, and many of our animals, fish and birds have now faced 
extinction and the planet is affected by global warming with predicted 
catastrophic results. 


All of this is the result of mankind turning its back upon God, His laws and 
His commandments. We have nobody to blame but ourselves. That’s the 
bad news, but there is good news, so please read on. 


The scriptures tell us that mankind was made in the image of God, that 
we are an “everlasting spirit”, living in a mortal finite body and that we 
have within us the desire to fulfil the assignment which God Almighty had 
given to each and every one of us. 


But what is that assignment? How do we know? How can we find out what 
God wants us to do if we don’t search His word, which He left and has 
protected for thousands of years, so that mankind could find the answers? 


I am sure you are aware that Satan won’t tell you what God’s assignment 


for each of you are, because he wants to keep you under his control and 
influence. 
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In the Book of Romans’, Apostle Paul reveals to us that God has a plan 
and a purpose for each and every one of our lives. This plan is revealed to 
us, if we are prepared to search the scriptures and then, once revealed, 
we are courageous enough to put that plan into action. 


So let us read on and see what possible ways, and what possible blessings 
can be given to us, if we learn to follow His words, His instructions and His 
commandments. 


PART 1: WHAT IS THE SECRET KINGDOM? 


Key Scripture: Matthew 6:33 


1. The Secret Kingdom is an invisible world, undergirding, surrounding 
and penetrating this visible world we live in, and by its laws and its 
presence, it controls the visible world we are familiar with. 

a. This invisible world is unrestricted, unlimited, and infinite and it 
exists right here and now. 

i. Jesus said that the kingdom of God HAD COME - not is 
coming. 

ii. Practically everything that Jesus spoke about when He was 
on this earth pertained to the kingdom. 

iii. Jesus came to open up the kingdom here on earth and to 

show us how it works. 

b. We are to enter into this world by reaching from the visible world 
(which we presently live in), into the invisible world (the spirit 
world), and bring the secret kingdom into this visible world, 
through it’s principles laws and commandments, that can be 
implemented, adopted and lived by right now, at this very 
moment. 

2. When Jesus returns to this visible earth, the second time, things will be 
turned inside out and the invisible world will become visible for all to 
see. The kingdom of God and its subjects will be unveiled and 
revealed.’ 

a. In Matthew 17:2, 6,8 Jesus was with some of His disciples on 
the mountain and His features changed and He became 
glorified. What the disciples saw at that moment had always 
been there, its just that they could not see it with their 
“worldly” visible eyes. That was what Jesus was telling all His 
followers when he told them to “seek the kingdom first” - 
so that all their needs in this life would be met. 

b. Man is limited in his ability to cope with worldly problems, 
ONLY because he insists on living according to the ways of a 
world that is limited, because of Satan’s interference. 


1 Romans 8:28 
2 Romans 8:19 and Matthew 16:28 
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i. Need does not have to exist in our individual lives 
because a limited world surrounds us. 


c. Have faith in God? These four words break through the 


frontiers of heaven, laying bare the invisible kingdom 


d. Therefore, we must totally believe in, and trust completely 


Almighty God - He controls all things: He is the only 
unrestricted being in this universe. 


. Jesus’ teachings make it plain that Total Faith and Total 


Trust in God, for every breath and every second, will produce 
a oneness with Him. 

i. We are to see like Him, think like Him, just as Jesus did, 
so that we can say, along with Jesus, that we do only 
what we see the Father doing. 

ii. in this way, we will reach into the invisible world, even 
though living in this visible world, and we will become 
participants in the same energy and power that was in 
existence at the time of creation. We would work as God 
works, and be fellow workers with Him.* 


3. Principles of the Secret Kingdom — How to recognize them. 


3 Mark 11:22 


a. Principles or universal truths: When Jesus uses the terms 


“whosoever” or “whatsoever”, or some other sweeping 
generalization, we should be especially alert. 
i. Jesus is probably declaring a truth that will apply in 
every situation, in every part of the world, in every time. 


. Therefore, the Bible is a practical book of life, containing a 


system of thought and conduct that will guarantee success: 
true success, true happiness: and true prosperity, in every 
age and at every time. 


. There can be peace, plenty, and freedom - these will come 


the minute we accept the principles of the invisible world, and 
begin to live by them in this visible world. 


.» Seek the kingdom. Means to look for it, understand how it 


works, and then the evidences of earthly success in this visible 
world will follow you. 


. The kingdom of God isn’t a physical place, at least not just 


yet. Rather it’s a state of being, in which men, women, and 
children have yielded all sovereignty to God. The scriptures 
clearly tell us that “unless one is born again, he can’t see the 
kingdom of God, or entire into His kingdom”. 

Born again believers must learn how to live in a fleshly world, 


although their true residence is in the kingdom. “I am in the 
world. But not of the world. 


. The invisible was to rule the visible; Jesus Christ having the 


authority over both. As Christians we have fallen short. Jesus 


41 Corinthians 3:9 
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has opened to us the truth of the secret world of God. He has 
given us entrance into a world of indescribable power. 

i. For example: the power of the atom; we can’t see an 
atom, but by the atomic theory, we are convinced that 
atoms are there. The power of an atom is a tiny fraction 
of what we touch, when we touch God’s power. 

ii. Our rebirth in Christ entitles us to the power to prevail 
over every circumstance surrounding us, and our loved 
ones. 

h. To enter into God’s kingdom, we must first become like little 
children?. 

i. As we are born of His spirit, we are to conform to Him, and to 
walk in His will; and His ways; and only then can we move in 
the TRUTH. 

i. TRUTH is the very centrepiece of the kingdom and its 
purposes. 

ii. Everyone who loves the truth (Jesus) and wants to 
follow Him, is a member of that kingdom.°® 

j. Peace, love, joy, riches honour and a full life, are all promised 
by God; but the requirements of receiving these are: 

i. To be born again 

ii. To put His principles into practise in our individual and 
corporate lives. 


PART 2: HOW GOD’S KINGDOM WORKS: and how it holds sway over 
the visible world. 


1. There are two very important facts which we must acknowledge and 
understand. 
a. There is absolute abundance in the kingdom of God. 
b. It is possible to have total favour with the ruler of this 
kingdom of abundance. 

2. In the parable of the sower’, the 100, 60 and 30 fold, is the 
abundance in yield; or it is returns of 10,000, 6,000, and 3,000 
percent. 

a. With such yields, there is no economic recession, no shortage, 
in the kingdom of God. 

b. Like the profusion of seed that comes from the maple tree, the 
multiplicity of colours in the sunset. 

c. God’s kingdom is a sphere to total possibility. Remember 
Jesus multiplying the loaves and the fishes. 

d. God is never diminished by circumstances; nor is He limited 
by His own universe, or natural laws, that He Himself 
established. 


> Matthew 18:3 
® John 8:31-32 
7 Matthew 13:3-8 
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e. God Almighty can create from nothing! Or He can take 
existing matter and transform it; His is a total world. 

3. Our sole access to the throne of His kingdom, is that we have His 
favour, allowing us to stand before God Himself.® 

a. And if we have His favour, we have the prospect of His 
continuous blessings. 

b. God can cause our plans to succeed, cause people to like us 
and give us favour, cause us to be preferred and chosen over 
others with equal talent. 

c. God can protect our children, guard our property, and cause 
His angels to come to our aid. 

d. God has entered into a partnership with “redeemed Man”. He 
has given us the potential of cooperating with His spirit in the 
whole work of the kingdom. 


4. PRAYER - is the link between finite man and the infinite purposes 
of God. 


a. Prayer consists of determining God’s will, and then doing it 
here on earth. 

i. Praying puts our lives in total conformity with what God 
desires. 

ii. To do so, we must forget our own ideas and enter into 
His presence, by grace, to wait upon Him. 

iii. Our thought should be: “Lord, what do YOU want? 
What are YOU doing”? 

iv. When praying, we should stand in the spirit, in the 
invisible kingdom; there we will see and hear, and our 
role in the partnership can become active. 

b. For Jesus to do anything in our lives, we need: 

i. Faith in God 

ii. Absolute truth, and 

iii. Confidence that He is God Almighty, unlimited and 
infinite. 

5. If we fully believe God, and have discerned His will, we can translate 
that will from the invisible world, into the visible world, by 
Speaking the Word of God. 

a. God uses the spoken word to translate spiritual energy, into 
the material’. 

b. When we speak His word, we need to speak in the power of 
His Holy Spirit. 

c. Therefore, have faith in God, know who He is, know what He 
is doing, trust in His favour upon us, and join in partnership 
with Him. 

i. What you then say in His name, will come to pass. 


* Ephesians 2: 8-10 
” Genesis 1:3 
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ii. But beware! Sin can cloud our view of what Jesus is 
doing in the kingdom. 

d. The Lord is continually speaking to us; but we are often tuned 
to the wrong frequency. 

e. Once He has spoken to us; we are to speak AFTER Him; if we 
do, then miracles will occur; if we don’t, then usually nothing 
happens. 

f. We must get the revelation that we have the mind of Christ 
so we should speak that mind, speak our thoughts and don’t 
be afraid, and don’t doubt?°. 

g. By living in the kingdom now, we enter back into what man 
lost in the Garden of Eden; we return to the original authority 
God gave us at creation. 

6. In Ezekiel 37:4-10, Ezekiel learned the word of faith. Through our 
words, we translate the will of God in the invisible kingdom into the 
visible situation, or problem, or mountain that confronts us. 

a. We speak to money and it comes. We speak to storms and 
they cease. 

b. God’s Word, spoken into a situation, will perform His 
purpose.** 

i. Someday, when the kingdom is fully manifested, the 
speaking won’t be necessary; thought will become the 
deed, just like it is in heaven today. 

ii. In heaven, thought is faster than the speed of light. In 
heaven, the mere thought produces the action. 

7. Faith governs all'?. Faith is the confident assurance that something 
we want is going to happen. 

a. We need to speak the word God gives and then simply accept 
it; our faith is a simple trusting in God?? 

b. Our faith needs to be qualitative, not quantitative. 

8. The importance of right thinking. In the kingdom, spirit controls 
matter. Lesser authority yields to greater authority. The mind is the 
ultimate conduit of the spirit. Speech is the intermediate conduit 
between spirit and matter, and between greater and lesser 
authority. 

a. Avoid negative thinking. 

b. Many sincere followers of Jesus Christ destroy their 
effectiveness in this world, because they don’t understand 
the laws of spiritual authority and the way this authority 
is transmitted. 

i. They are especially NOT AWARE of the power of what 
they say. 


'°-9 Timothy 1:7 
'! Tsaiah 55:11 

2 Hebrews 11:3-6 
'3 Proverbs 3:5 
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ii. What you say is what you possess. [What you Say is 
what you get!!!] 

iti. All of the following inhibits the realization of kingdom 
conditions: 

1. Pettiness, over emphasis on the minute (little 
things), fear of failure, constant complaining, 
murmuring. 

2. “As man thinks in his heart, so he is 

9. The kingdom of God works through the phenomenon of harmony. 

a. All men, women and children enter into the kingdom on equal 
status —- God has no favourites. He loves us all equally. 

b. The kingdom is a family. A state of being; Jesus is our elder 
brother; His Father is our Father. 

c. God’s ability to minister on our behalf, is not found in what we 
see, feel, or taste. 

d. But God is limited by what is in our hearts, and our willingness 
to stand in that place, where we have an unclouded view of 
what the Lord is doing. 

e. God prospers us according to His wisdom, and according to 
the TURE need of those involved. 


w 14 


PART 3: THE CONSTITUTION OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD - 
AND IT’S PREAMBLE 


1. The Sermon on the Mount, is the kingdom’s constitution — it’s 
preamble is the Beatitudes. 
a. The Beatitudes also show a lot about the nature of God, the 
ruler of the kingdom. 
b. He is “Yahweh” or I AM”; He is “Jehovah shalom” => I 
am peace; 
c. He “Jehovah Nissi” => I am your banner, your victory. 
d. He is “Jehovah Jirah” => I am your provider. 
2. The Beatitudes: Their progressive nature in the working of an 
individual life [step by step] 
a. Spiritual Beggars: “Blessed (or happy) are the poor in spirit; 
for theirs in the kingdom of heaven.” 
1. Happy are the spiritual beggars; those who know _ they are 
needy and who are _not afraid to say so’. 
b. Intercessors: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 

i. A Godly sorrow for sin does works of repentance. 

ii. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; so if you 
want the comfort of God surrounding you, you must 
come to a place where you mourn for your sins, and 
the sins of the people around you. 


'4 Droverbs 23:7 
Luke 18: 13-14 
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1. We are to hurt, to mourn, and to cry out for the 
lost?®. 

2. The kingdom becomes ours and we are in it 
immediately when the magnitude of our sins 
falls on us, even though the Lord has forgiven 
us. 

3. We become burdened for others; we mourn, 
and become intercessors. 


. A Matter of Control: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 


inherit the earth”. 

i. A meek, gentle, humble man, is a disciplined man, 
who is under the control of God. 

ii. The meek person takes the next step and places 
himself under God’s control and discipline; He serves 
only God. 

1. God will govern a life ONLY if it is constantly 
yielded to Him. Rebirth is the only beginning; to 
be followed by discipline, work and suffering. 


. A Work of the Spirit: “Blessed are those who hunger and 


thirst after righteousness, for they shall be satisfied”. 
i. Jesus said that we should hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. It is a free gift, but we must seek it. 

ii. We should desire to be “godlike” in our nature. We 
must yearn for this nature; this righteousness and 
holiness to flood into us and over us. 

iii. But if we remain unrighteous, then the Bible says we 
will miss the kingdom. 

iv. We need to say: I want to know more of God. I want 
His spirit to possess more of me. I want to be more 
effective. I want to see His kingdom come here on 
earth — right now - today! 

v. By saying this, you are crying out for an anointing of 
the Holy Spirit for service, or the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit to become manifested in your life. 


. The flow of mercy: “ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 


receive mercy. 
i. This beatitude shows a further progression. We are to 
show compassion to someone below us. 


. The ultimate happiness: “ Blessed are the pure in heart, for 


they shall see God”. There is no maybe in this 
statement by Jesus Christ. 
i. The highest good, the supreme happiness, is to see 


God. To achieve this, the purity of heart is required. 

ii. What this beatitude really means: "Blessed are those 
whose hearts are single and undivided, and whose 
devotion is without mixture”. 
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iii. We need to see the insistence on unity and 
wholeness that filled our Lord’s ministry - we must 
focus all our attention on heaven. 

g. The Way of Inheritance: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called the sons of God.” 

i. Jesus said we are to progress to the status of being a 
son of God, and to do so, we must become a 
peacemaker, or one who stops conflict and war. 

ii. In His name we are to do the same; as we walk for 
Jesus, we will be saying to all men: "Your sins are 
pardoned; you can be reconciled to God through the 
blood of Jesus Christ’””. 

iii. AS peacemakers, we should be begging people to 
accept what God has already done for them. (“While 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”) 

h. Persecution will come: "Blessed are those who have been 
persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven”. 

i, “Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 
falsely, on account of Me”. 

ii. A new world order is near, called the eternal kingdom 
of heaven, to be brought about by God Almighty. 

iii. Only certain people will live in it and it is the Lord’s 
intention that those people practise living in it right 
now, doing His will and experiencing the blessings at 
this time. 

iv. As we make all our thoughts captive and exercise the 
authority of the kingdom, we will become visible for 
what we really are. 

v. Then opposition will come; but if you are reviled 
for the name of Jesus Christ, you are blessed.?8 

vi. When you are persecuted for Jesus’ sake, be glad, 
rejoice, jump up and down, for the kingdom is 
yours; you have progressed to fullness. 

3. Humility: the Number one virtue. 

a. Humility underlies happiness, prosperity and fulfilment. 

b. Wisdom and humility are thoroughly intertwined 

c. If we desire to live in the kingdom of God, and to receive 
His favour, we must have humility — it is a foundational 
requirement. 

d. Pride is the greatest sin in the eyes of God, and it thwarts 
God’s goodness towards man; where there is pride, there 
will always be fallen people and nations. 


7 9 Corinthians 5:18-20 
'8T Peter 4:14 


12 of 125 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


e. As we seek to see into the invisible kingdom, to see God 
and to hear what He is saying, we need to remember that 
our knowledge of that world comes primarily through His 
disclosures; He must reveal. 

iz Remembering this fact should keep us humble 

ii. Remember King Solomon’s great humility when he 
asked God for wisdom not for riches. 

4. Wisdom: The key to the secrets of the kingdom of God. 

a. Wisdom leads to favour, but the starting point is humility. 

b. Humility reveals reverential fear of the Lord. 

i. To complete the cycle is: from (1) Humility, (2) to 
Reverential fear of the Lord, (3) to wisdom, (4) to 
knowledge of the Holy One’? . 

c. What we are seeking is: Knowledge of God, knowledge of 
His will and purpose, knowledge of the invisible world and 
how it works, knowledge of how to reach into it and bring 
its blessings and prosperity into this visible world. 

d. Wisdom from God is still available to us today: we can 
approach Him with pure hearts and say: “Show me how to 
run my life; show me how the world works; show me Your 
ways; Your principles for running this complex universe; I 
want to conform to Your ways and to what You do; to Your 
will; to Your Purpose and to Your Plan”. 

e. God’s entire purpose is to have us conform to His truth; His 
wisdom will come; His principles will work. 

5. The Three Cardinal Virtues in the kingdom of God. Faith, Hope 


and Love. 
a. God wants to TEST our faith and to refine and strengthen 
it. 


b. Love grows out of faith and hope 
c. When a person has hope, he stops struggling to maintain 
his own sphere of dominance; he stops fighting with other 
people; he is willing to let the moral law of God work, to 
defend his place; then he’s free to have concern for the 
well-being of others. 
d. Love is the most powerful force because “God is Love”. 
i. Love endures forever, bridging eternity 
ii. If we live for this world and seek to grasp it, then we 
will die to the kingdom. 
iii. But if we loose ourselves in love and service for 
others, then we will find ourselves in the kingdom. 
6. The people of God are to live out the Beatitudes and the virtues 
of humility, wisdom, faith, hope, love; while at the same time, 
becoming leaders. 


? Proverbs 9:10 
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PART 4: THE EIGHT LAWS OF THE KINGDOM 


5 HA 


The law of Reciprocity: give and it will be given unto you”? 


Cc. 
d. 


a. Be merciful, just as your Father in heaven is merciful. 
b. 


Do not judge or condemn, or you will be judged or 
condemned. 

Pardon others and your will be pardoned. 

Love your neighbour as yourself; love is able to absorb evil 
actions without fighting back, and thus disrupting the cycle 
of “tit for tat”. 


. This law functions in international relations — for good or 


for evil. 
Giving is foundational; you must give of yourself; give of 
your money (your first fruits); your time and your talents. 


. This truth works both in the visible and the invisible worlds. 
. The more you give — the more you will receive. 


Givers must have the proper attitude — otherwise the giving 
is worthless. 

By your standard of measure, will be measured to you in 
return. 


. To release the super abundance of the kingdom of heaven, 


we must give first. 
Give tithes and offerings to the Lord; if you can’t tithe 
money, then tithe produce or “first fruits” to the Lord. 


2. The Law of Use: This law controls the ultimate distribution of 
wealth. 


°T uke 6:38 


a. 


If we are willing to use what He has given to us, we will 
have more: the opposite of this law is if we don’t we will 
loose all. 


. If we pray, read the Bible, and exercise the understanding 


we already have, we will grow to maturity (and then 
opposite is also true). 


» Working hand-in-hand with law, is the mathematical 


phenomenon known as exponential curve , or binary code 
curve [ 2:4:8:16:32:64:128, etc] 


. God's way, is the way of gradual, sure growth and 


maturity, moving towards perfection. 

i. His plan for us; is to set realistic goals, with what He 
has given us. 

ii. He wants us to have goals that are demanding 
enough to keep us occupied, but not working and 
overtaxing ourselves, and to stick with the goals long 
enough to see them come to fruition. 


. In God’s Kingdom, the Law of Use governs and controls, 


providing genuine and lasting security; genuine and lasting 
prosperity. 
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f. God's two financial rules: 

. The Israelites were not to take usury (lend money at 
a higher than normal interest rate). Don’t become a 
borrower. 

ii. Year of Jubilee: The year when all debts are 
cancelled, and all accumulated property would be re- 
distributed. 

1. At that time, the cycle of use would then begin 
again. 

2. Land would be worked for 6 years, and left bare 
for the 7“ year. 

g. The Laws of Use and Reciprocity are the core to the way 
the world works, in both the invisible and the visible 
worlds. 

h. As you learn more, you have more with which to work; 
mastery of one small principle of faith opens up new 
horizons for even wider and greater growth. 

i. The Lord has given us a “pattern” for the secret kingdom; 
all we have to do is follow it!!! 

3. The Law of Perseverance: 

a. Certain risks go with life and growth. 

b. However, God prepares us for these risks through 

perseverance and struggle. 

. Most of God’s secrets come forth with effort, and slowly. 

. We are to persist in prayer; keep on asking; keep on 
knocking; don’t be afraid of becoming a “pest” to God, He 
honours persistence. 

e. God wants people who will travail, and maybe stumble a 
bit, who don’t give up — but keep on going forward. 

f. Tribulation builds stamina and staying power, leading to 
fullness of character. 

g. When Christians grow discouraged and quit, then the 
principles of the kingdom cease to function in our lives and 
we fail. 

h. God wants us to persevere and He will make it happen. 

4. The Law of Responsibility: “Unto whomsoever is given much, 

of him shall much be required”.** 

a. Rejection of this law leads to suffering. 

b. Those who are given understanding, ability, goods, money, 
authority, or fame: have a responsibility that the less- 
favoured doesn’t bear. 

i. Failure to fulfil this responsibility produces fearful 
punishment. 

ii. If we ask God for something, we need to accept the 
responsibility that goes with it. 


ana 


IT uke 12:48 


15 of 125 


d. 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


iii. To whom much is given, much should be given away 
— not horded up for oneself. 

iv. How God deplores those who hear His word, and then 
don’t do it!*? 


. The Lord says: “I want you to share your food with the 


hungry; clothe those who are cold; and don't hide from 
relatives who need your help.” 

If you fulfil your responsibility at the level that He has 
raised you, The God will raise you to an even higher level. 


5. The Law of Greatness: “He who humbles himself, as a little 
child — he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven”. 


a. 


b. 


When we compare ourselves with others, this can often 
lead to pride. 

But there is a difference between completing a task, and 
performing better than others; there is a fine line between 
the two. 


. If you want to be great in God’s kingdom, learn to become 


like a little child and become a servant of all. 
i. Little children are trusting, teachable, and humble, 
and will listen. 


. Total trust in the provision and protection of God, is the 1 


GIANT STEP towards greatness. 


. Greatness begins with trusting; being teachable, and being 


humble: These three traits go together. 

i. There is a cost if we seek true greatness; the role of 
a servant, is refusal to lord it over anyone. 

ii. The deeper the sacrifice, or the broader the scope of 
the service, the greater the individual becomes. A 
good example is Mother Theresa of Calcutta, India, 
who gave up everything to serve the poor, the 
homeless and the dying. 


6. The Law of Unity: Unity is CENTRAL to the way _ the world 
works. God moves in unity. 


a 
b. 
CG; 
d. 


Great creativity occurs where there is unity. 

God’s awesome power is released where there is harmony. 
Unity in the invisible world governs the visible world. 
People won’t hear the voice of God clearly, unless the unity 
of the spirit is maintained: disunity will cause the spirit 
to flee!!! 


. Unity generates a power that can work for good or evil, at 


least for a time. 

i. The Tower of Babel - man’s first effort to glorify 
himself; and the tower stood for pride. [but we 
know that “pride cometh before a fall”] 

Unity must begin with the individual, and you must 
have “internal harmony”. 


?2 James 1:22-25 
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g. Unity produces strength. Disunity produces weakness. 


That is why it is so important for there to be “unity 
among the Body of Christ, in each village, town, city, 
state and nation, so that God can show His strength, 
through His church. 


7. The Law of Miracles: 

a. This law controls the question of God’s willingness to 
disrupt His natural order to accomplish His purposes. 
When God disrupts His natural order, the result is a 
miracle, or a reverse of a natural order. 

To have a miracle occur, we need faith to believe in its 
occurrence, and to believe in that miracle. 


3 Mark 10:27 


b. 


Cc. 


vi. 


ix. 


. The Rules of Miracles: 


We are to take our eyes off the circumstances and 
impossibilities and to look upon God and the 
POSSIBILITIES 


. We are not to doubt in our hearts, don’t forget, the 


spirit controls matter and that lesser authority yields 
to greater authority. 

For miracles to happen through us, God’s will must 
first be transmitted by the Holy Spirit to our spirits. 


. In order not to doubt in our hearts, our spirits must 


be focused on the objective; our hearts must be fully 
persuaded, without doubt ... Like Abraham and 
Sarah’?. 

Prayer for Jesus, was communing with the Father, 
listening to Him and watching Him; what was the 
Father doing? What was His desire? 

1. Once Jesus knew the answers, He took 
authority and spoke the word that the Father 
had already spoken; and then the miracle 
happened. 

Miracles begin _with the certainty that God is present 
and that He has a purpose; we, his people, translate 
that purpose into the physical world by invoking 
God’s unlimited power. 


it. We speak the word of the Lord to whatever our need 


is. 

It is terribly important that Christians don’t speak 
slander, profanity, lust or foolishness about sacred 
things, which could be taking the Name of the Lord in 
vain. 

Our mouths have the power to KILL, or to make 
ALIVE. 
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x. Unforgiveness stands in the way of miracles 
happening; If you have a grudge or resentment 
against anyone, deal with it first. 

xi. Miracles come with; clearing Unforgiveness, having 
faith, seeing, refusing to doubt, and speaking. 


. Continuous forgiveness and continuous love are crucial to 


in the Law of Miracles. 
A Word of Wisdom; is a miracles of God that can develop 
special meaning for someone. 
i. The Word of Wisdom, is a glimpse into the future 
regarding a specific event or truth; it is an unveiling. 


8. The Law of Dominion: This Law is God's purpose for man. 


da. 


b. 


C. 


God wants man to have dominion and authority over the 
earth, and to rule the way he was created to rule. 

God wants us to recapture the dominion man held in the 
beginning. 

Since satan’s deception in the Garden of Eden, he has been 
exercising a type of dominion over human beings, 
deceiving and destroying them. 


. God want man to repossess that original dominion. 
. God is ready to cause the “Law of Use” to work in our 


favour, if we will but start to exercise what has been given 
to us. 

In the Garden of Eden, God took away man’s access to 
Him, because of sin. 


. Man still has dominion, but he lost the relationship and 


understanding necessary to exercise it properly. 


. Man has lost the humility and discipline needed to exercise 


dominion, as God intended. 

i. Man has violated the “Law of Responsibility”. 
Included in God’s grant of dominion to man, was 
sovereignty over flowers, vegetables, and fruit. 

i, Man’s fall meant not only that he knew he was now a 
slave of satan, but also that a sizable portion of 
mankind would become slaves to flowers, vegetables 
and fruit. 

When man broke free of God’s authority, he lost control of 
himself. 

i. But when man through Jesus Christ, reasserts God’s 
dominion over himself, then he is capable of re- 
asserting his God-given dominion over everything 
else. 

li, This is the way everything on earth will be freed from 
the cycle of despair, cruelty, bondage, and death. 

Christ restored man’s dominion under God. 
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I, Satan is as dangerous as we allow him to be; his 
primary weapon is deceit, by tricking Christians from 
exercising their authority that is truly theirs in this world. 

iz Satan tries to lead us through unbelief; he tries to 
make us feel unworthy of the grace in which we 
stand. 

ii. If satan gets the upper hand, then we neglect the 
authority and the power given to us, and since they 
aren’t being used, they vanish. 

iii. Therefore, we must not be deceived. 


The Law of Dominion depends upon the spoken word; we are to 
take authority by voicing it. 

We should not argue with satan; just tell him he has to go; tell 
him he has no authority and that he must release that person, or 
that situation. 

Tell Him: “In the name of Jesus, I command you to get out of 
here”. 

We tell the storm to quit, the crops to flourish, the floodwaters to 
recede, the attacking dog to stop; we simply speak the Word out 
loud. 


PART 5: FINAL SUMMARY: 


1. 


9. 


As a disciple of Jesus, you too have been permitted to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom, because He wants you to live in that 
realm now, and to master it’s principles, so that you will be ready 
for the new world order that appears to be rushing towards us. 


. When God's new kingdom comes, it will be truly visible, not 


invisible. 


. God’s laws are God-breathed; they will change the world as we 


know it, and prepare the way for a new one. 


. Give and it will be given to you. 
. Take what you have already and put it to use. 
. Do not give up; persevere; endure; keep on asking; keep on 


seeking; keep on knocking; the world will keep on responding. 


. Be diligent to fulfil the responsibility required of you. 
. Resist society’s inducements to success and greatness; and dare to 


become a servant, even childlike; true leadership and greatness will 
follow. 

Reject the dissention and negativism of the world; choose harmony 
and unity at every level of life: a unity centred on the will of God. 


10. Be humble enough, yet bold enough, to expect and to do miracles, 


Lis 


fulfilling the purposes of God. 
Once and for all, be aware of the power of your speech, as you 
walk humbly and obediently before your God. 


4 Mark 11:22 
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12. Most Importantly: Grasp and exercise the significance of the 
principle of forgiveness, as followers of the Son of God, assume 
the authority, power, and dominion that God intends for men to 
exercise over the rest of creation 


13. Move with Power and authority !!! 
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CHAPTER 2 : FAITH 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


Main Points 


1. HOW FAITH COMES 

2. WHAT FAITH IS 

3. WHAT IT MEANS TO BELIEVE WITH THE HEART 

4. HOW TO TURN YOUR FAITH LOOSE 

5. SEVEN (7) STEPS TO THE HIGHEST KIND OF FAITH 

6. SIX (6) BIG HINDRANCES TO FAITH 

7. THE GOD KIND OF FAITH 

8. CONFESSION BRINGS POSSESSION 

9. ACTIONS THAT CORRESPOND WITH FAITH 

10. HOW TO HAVE WHAT YOU SAY (BY WRITING YOUR OWN 
TICKET WITH GOD) 

11. DOUBT —- THE THIEF OF GOD’S GREATER BLESSINGS 

12. HOW TO TRAIN THE HUMAN SPIRIT 


Part 1: HOW FAITH COMES 


Key Scriptures: 


Romans 10:17. “Now faith comes from listening to this Good News 
- the Good News about Christ” [Living Bible] 


“So then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” 
[Translation from the Aramaic Peshitta Bible] 


Hebrews 11:6. “You can never please God without faith, without 
depending on Him. Anyone who wants to come to God must (first) 
believe that there is a God and that He rewards those who 
sincerely look for Him.” [Living Bible] 


“Without faith man cannot please God; for he who comes near to 
God must (first) believe that He is (that He exists), and that He is 
a rewarder of those who seek Him” [Translation from the Aramaic 
Peshitta Bible] 


1. From the texts it is clear that without “faith” it is impossible to please 
God. But God (in His word) has also told us “How to get” faith. So if we 
don’t have faith, God is not to blame. 


a. The same applies to salvation; faith for salvation comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. 


22 of 125 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


b. Ephesians 2:8 says: “Because of His kindness you have been 
saved through trusting Christ. And even trusting”? is not of 
yourselves; it too is a gift from God”. [Living Bible] 


2. So how do you get the faith to be saved? Mean (and women) are saved 
by hearing words, because faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. You cannot believe without hearing. 


a. Faith for healing comes the same way. Acts 14:8-10 tells about 
the crippled man in Lystra. The man was crippled in his feet and 
he was lame from birth. While Apostle Paul was preaching, he 
looked right at this man and saw (spiritually) that he had faith to 
be healed. 

i. Paul did 3 things: 
1. He preached the gospel, 
2. He perceived that the man had the faith to be healed 


3. And then he told him to rise up and walk — which he did. 
ii. The man did 3 things: 

1. He heard Paul speak the gospel 

2. He had faith to be healed 

3. He obeys Paul’s command, leaped up and walked. 


3. As soon as the “light” comes, (hears the word), faith is there. Heb. 
11:1 says: “What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something 
we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hoped for 
is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.” 


4. Faith, is grasping the unrealities of hope, and bringing them into the 
realm of reality. 


5. Faith grows out of the word of God; faith gives you the assurance that 
when you ask for something in prayer (believing) you will have it. 


a. You have to “Believe” you have it, and then you will get it. 


b. You may say that God’s word is good, but you'll never really know 
until you have tested it, acted on it and reaped the results of it. 


c. So faith is giving substance to the things hoped for. 
d. “Hope” says I'll have it sometime. “Faith” says I'll have it NOW! 


e. It is “heart faith” that receives from God. [Mark 11:22,24] In reply 
Jesus said to His disciples. “If you only have faith in God - this is the 
absolute truth - you can say to this Mount of Olives. “Rise up and 
fall into the Mediterranean” and your command will be obeyed. All 
that’s required is that you really believe and have no doubt. Listen 


25 Or “ salvation is not of yourselves” 
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to me! You can pray for anything and if you believe, you have it; it’s 
yours!” 


If God’s word says it’s so, then it’s so; it is mine; I have it now! 


. Faith says I have it when I can’t see it. 
. You have to take the step of believing, to come to the place or point 


of knowing. 


The “having” comes after the ‘believing’. You have to believe you 
have got it, before you receive it. 


i. Your faith must be in what God says - believing the right 
things, brings right results. 


6. Proverbs 4:20-22 says: "Listen son of mine, to what I say. Listen 
carefully. Keep these thoughts ever in your mind; let them penetrate 
deep within your heart, for they will mean real life for you, and radiant 
health”. 


a. 


We must keep looking at what the word says; so - if God’s word 
says he heard and answered your prayer, then if that word doesnt 
depart from before your eyes, then you are going to see yourself, 
with what you prayed for. 


. You must get your mind firmly on the answer, constantly affirm it, 


(even if the face of evidence is to the contrary), that God has heard 
your prayer, because the word says so!!!, 


. Do not base your faith on what you feel, or what you see, but on 


what God’s word says!!! 


. You can loose every time with wrong thinking, wrong believing and 


wrong talking. 


. Therefore, real faith in God just simply says about one’s self what the 


word says. 
a. Therefore, we must meditate in the word, dig deeply into it, and 


feed upon it; and the word then becomes a part of ourselves. 


**** SO FAITH COMES BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF 


GOD. 


Part 2: WHAT FAITH IS: 


Key Scripture: Hebrews 11:1 says: "Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”. 


1, 


Faith is NOW! And says I'll have it NOW! And I proclaim: I have it 


now! 


2. God never fails; Jesus Christ never fails. 


3. God doesn’t change, and you know that prayer doesn’t change God; 
prayer changes things. 
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. Therefore, if you pray and you don’t receive, then YOU must start 


changing. 


. We can’t substitute “Hope” for “Faith” and get answers from God. 


6. Anything which points or looks to the future in HOPE and not Faith. 


a. 


So long as you hope, what you are hoping for will never materialise, 
or come into being. 


. But the moment you start believing, it will work. 
. Now FAITH is present tense. 


d. But beware of the enemy - any doubt or discouragement is from 


him and not from God. 


. The best way to get along with the devil, is to just completely ignore 


him. 


7. Faith is the substance of things hoped for. 


8. Faith is the evidence of things not (yet) seen. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


. Faith is of the heart, not of the head. 


Faith acts on the word of God; you turn your faith loose by saying 
what you believe. 


a. It doesn’t matter how much faith you have; what matters, is 


putting your faith into ACTION, and then you will get results. 


Here is an illustration of what faith is: The story in Luke chapter 5, 
about the paralysed man who was brought to Jesus by his 4 friends. 
They could not get in where Jesus was, so they went up onto the 
roof and lowered him down by ropes in front of Jesus. 


a. Jesus saw their faith — all 5 of them. Jesus told the man to take 
up his bed and walk. And he did! At first he wasn’t any better; 
but when he put his faith into action, he received his healing. 


b. When we act on God’s word, we will receive. Faith is acting 
on the Word of God. Faith is an action word!!! 


Here is a little formula for faith that can work for you. 


a. There are 4 certain or sure steps to deliverance, healing, 
answered prayers, or whatever it is you are seeking from God. 


i. Have God’s word for it (the specific scripture(s)) 
ii. Believe God’s Word 
iii. Do not consider the opposite or negative circumstances 
iv. Proclaim it and give praise to God. 
Be careful that your faith is not based upon your feelings, because 


then you will just be using your “natural human faith”, and you can’t 
get spiritual results with “human faith”. 
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a. We must develop Abraham’s kind of faith and not Thomas’ kind 
of faith, who would not believe unless he was able to put his own 
hands into the scars on Jesus’ body. 


i. We don’t have to get Abraham’s faith — we have it already. 


b. God’s word comes first; faith in God’s word second, and 
“feelings” last. 


We walk by faith, not by sight, when it comes to all spiritual things; 
answers to prayer, baptism in the Holy Spirit, or healings, etc. 


Part 3: WHAT IT MEANS TO BELIEVE WITH THE HEART 


Key Scriptures: Romans: 10:10 says: “For with the heart man 
believes unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession (of 
that belief) is made unto salvation”. 


1; 


Jesus said in Mark 11:23. “For verily I SAY unto you, that whosoever 
shall SAY_ unto this mountain, be removed and cast in to the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart; but shall believe that those things he 
SAYS shall come to pass; he shall have what he SAYS". 


. In 1 Cor. 14:14 it says: “For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit 


prays, but my understanding is unfruitful”. 
a. Therefore, your spirit is not your mind. When you pray “in the 
spirit” it is the spirit part (the soul) which is praying, not the 
mind or the body. 


. The “infilling of the Holy Spirit” is not a physical experience, but a 


spiritual experience. 


a. In Rom. 12: 1-2 the Lord says we are to present our bodies as a 
living sacrifice, and to get our minds renewed with the Word of 
God. 


b. This is something “we have to do”, not God. God gives you 
eternal life, God offers you His spirit, but God doesn’t do anything 
with your body. That’s up to us, we have to make that decision 
and act upon it. 


c. The spirit of man is the heart of man. 


4. Jesus Christ was God, manifested in the flesh, living in a human body, 


as an example to all of us, as to how we should live our lives and how 
we should interact: 


a. With God the Father, and God, the Holy Spirit 
. With our parents 

With our children 

. With other believers 

. With non believers, and 


Sho OL Oe oo 


Even with our enemies 
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g. We have to recognise that “spiritual bodies” have arms and eyes, 
and ears, and all the features that the physical body has. 


5. It is the spirit of man that contacts God, because God is a spirit; so are 
angels. Angels have a form or spirit body 


a. After His resurrection, Jesus now has a physical body - a flesh 
and bone body, not a flesh and blood body. 


b. Jesus with his physical body is now in heaven. 


6. The inward man, our spirit is called the “hidden man”; he’s hidden to 
the physical or natural man [refer Rom. 7:22] 


7. Therefore, to believe God with your heart, means to believe God with 
your spirit, or the inner man. 


a. You don’t understand the bible with your head, but it is spiritually 
understood. 


b. You understand it with your heart, and that’s the reason you can 
read certain chapters and certain verses over 100, or even 1000 
times and still never understand them; you just don’t get their 
meaning. 


c. You have to depend upon the Holy Spirit to unveil, to reveal and 
to unfold the Word, so you get its spiritual value and meaning. 


8. Our spirit becomes filled with assurance and confidence as we meditate 
in and upon God's word. 


a. The word is spirit and “faith food”. 
b. The word is the food that builds up the spirit within us. 
c. Therefore, to believe with all our hearts, is to believe with our spirit. 


9. If we want to “walk by faith”, the Word must be superior to everything 
else, and anything else, even our knowledge. 


a. God’s word works for you, irrespective of whoever you are. 
10. Believing with your heart, is independent of your “sense knowledge” 


Part 4: HOW TO TURN YOUR FAITH LOOSE 


Key Scriptures: Romans: 10:10 says: “For with the heart man 
believes unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession (of 
that belief) is made unto salvation”. 


Jesus said in Mark 11:23. “For verily I SAY unto you, that whosoever 
shall SAY_ unto this mountain, be removed and cast in to the sea; 
and shall not doubt in his heart; but shall believe that those things 
he SAYS shall come to pass; he shall have what he SAYS". 


1. With the mouth, confession is made unto salvation. There are four (4) 
kinds of confessions spoken of in the New Testament. 


27 of 125 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


. First: The teaching of John the Baptist and Jesus, teaching confession 
of sins to the Jews. 


.» Second: The confession of the sinner today. 


. Third: The believer’s confession of his sins when he is out of fellowship 
with God. 


. Fourth: Confessing of our faith in the Word of God. 


» Romans 10:9 says: - if thou shall confess with thy mouth - this is the 
real confession that the sinner makes. 


a. 


b. 


He has served satan and he is guilty of one sin - that of rejecting 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


He must let Jesus dominate every part of his daily life. 


c. Confessing the Lordship of Jesus Christ is the very heart of the 


g. 


Gospel. 


. There must be a vocal confession and the lips must form the 


words for the “faith power” to be released. 


. With the mouth, confession is made unto .... This is the confession 


that the sinner is to make, and it must be a public confession; 


A public confession is a break with the world, changing our Lordship 
and defining our position. [Ref. Matt. 10: 32-33] 


The believer must be willing to forgive himself, just as the Father in 
Heaven is willing to forgive him. 


. In Mark 11:23, Jesus mentions believing just one time, and saying 
three times. 


a. 


b. 


You have to say with your mouth what you believe, for what you are 
saying to work for you. 


Right thinking, right believing, and _right confessing are most 
important. 


. Confess: means to own and to put faith into something. 


d. Confessing is actually three things: 


i. First: It is affirming something we believe. 
ii. Second: It is testifying of something that we know. 


iti. Thirdly: it is witnessing for a truth that we have that we 
have (already) claimed. 


Our Confession centres around five (5) basic things: 


i. What God in Christ has wrought for us in the great plan of 
redemption? 


ii. What God, through the Word and the Holy Spirit has wrought 
in us in the new birth and the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
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iii. What we are to God the Father, in Christ Jesus. 


iv. What Jesus is doing for us right now at the right hand of the 
father, where He is continually making intercession for us. 


v. What God can do through us, or what His Word will do 
through our lips. 


8. God only move in line and in accordance with His Word. He has 
magnified His Word above His name. 


a. God works through us, but His word passing through our lips. 


b. You will find that your confession of faith will cause God to work in 
your behalf. 


c. There is no faith without confession; faith grows with your 
confession. 


d. Your confession does several things to you: 
i. It locates you in God 
ii. It fixes the landmarks of your life 
iii. You can have what you say - whether unbelief, or belief. 
iv. It mightily affects your spirit, or your inner man. 
v. It states that your are in Christ. 


e. To find out who you are in Christ, go through the Epistles looking for 
the phrases: “In Him”, “In whom”, “In Christ”. 


i. Write these scriptures down that have these phrases in 
them, and then claim them for yourself. 


ii. These scriptures state “Who you are” and “what your have”. 


f. Faith never grows beyond your confession; your DAILY confession of 
what the Father is to you, or what Jesus is doing for you now, of 
what His mighty Holy Spirit is doing in you, will build a solid, positive 
faith life. 

i. You will not be afraid of any circumstances or any diseases, 
or of any conditions. 


ii. You will face life fearlessly, being MORE THAN a Conqueror. 
iii. Faith’s confessions create reality. 


9. When you pray, you trust and be confident that it is granted to you; 
then you say “It’s mine, I have it now”. [Not tomorrow — but now!!!] 


10. Beware! Confession of satan’s ability to hinder you and keep you 
from success, gives the devil dominion over you; either give God 
dominion, or you give satan dominion. You must choose!!!. 


a. But God has not given you a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love, and of a sound mind. 
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Fear is something that is coming from outside of you (not 
inside), trying to get hold of you. 


But you have the spirit of power, and when you confess it, it 
begins to dominate you [Ref. 2 Tim. 1:7] 


. When fear comes, say: “Fear, I resist you in the name of 


Jesus Christ; I refuse to be afraid”. 


Beware! Do not confess your doubts, or your fears, but 
confess who you are and what you are in the word, you will 
then rise above any satanic influence every single time. 


You must practise God’s word for it to work!!! 


11. Resisting the Devil. James 4:7 says: “Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you.” Here is how you can resist the devil and have 
your daily deliverance from the devil's big D’s, all of which can be 
brought on by a fearful frame of mind. 


a. 
b. 
G 


12. The 


Detect the devil's devices 
Disagree with the devil, by agreeing with God. 


Use the name of Jesus. “In My name they shall cast out 
devils”. [Mark 16:17] 


. Boldly quote the Word of God. “And they overcame him by the 


blood of the lamb, and the words of their testimony”. 
[Rev.12:11] 


Devil’s D’s. 


. DEFEAT: No, in all things we are more than conquerors 


through Him that loved us. [Rom. 8:37] 


. DISEASES: “Bless the Lord .... Who heals all your diseases” 


[Ps. 103:3] 


. DISCOURAGEMENT: "Fear not, neither be discouraged”. 


[Deut. 1:21] 


. DISTRESS: “What shall then say to these things? If God be 


for us, who can be against us?” [Rom. 8:31] 


. DEBTS: “But my God shall supply all your needs, according to 


His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”. [Phil. 4:19] 


DISHEARTENMENT: "Delight thyself also in the Lord and He 
shall give thee the desires of thine heart”. Ps. 37:4] 


. DESOLATION: “Wone of them that trust in Him shall be 


desolate”. [Ps. 34:22] 


. DESTRUCTION: "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and 


kill, and destroy; Iam come that they may have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly”. [Jn. 10:10] 


30 of 125 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


i. DEVOURING: “Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walks about, seeking whom he can devour; whom resist 
steadfast in the faith”. [1 Pet.5:8-9] 


j. DISAPPOINTMENT: “And we know that all things work 
together for good, to them that love God, to them who are 
called according to His (plan) and (according to) His purpose.” 
[Rom. 8:28] 


k. DISHONESTY: "We have renounced the hidden things of 
dishonesty”. [2 Cor. 4:2] 


Il. DISSENSION: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
the brethren to dwell together in unity.” [Ps. 133:1] 

m.DESPONDENCY: “Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say 
rejoice.” [Phil. 4:4] 


n. DOUBT: “Neither be ye of doubtful mind”. [Lu. 12:29], “I 
believe God, that it shall be even as it was told to me”. [Acts 
27:5] 


Part 5: SEVEN STEPS TO THE HIGHEST KIND OF FAITH 


1. To know the integrity of the Word of God, and to know that this Word 
is actually what it declares itself to be. [Ref. Heb. 4:12] 


a. 


The Word of God is a living thing, but it only will come alive to 
you as you accept it and act upon it. 


b. The Word of God is God speaking to us; it’s just as though the 


Lord Jesus Christ Himself was here, in person, speaking to us. 


2. To know the actual reality of our redemption in Christ - not as a 
doctrine, or a philosophy, or creed of some kind; but as an actual 
redemption out of the authority of satan. 


a. 


As Christians, we have been born into the very family of God 
[Ref. Col. 1:12-14] 


. The blood of Jesus is the basis of our victory, but you have to add 


your testimony, and your confession to it. [Ref. Rev.12:11] 


. You have to stand your ground, and tell the enemy this fact, by 


you confession. 


. By virtue of your new birth, you have been translated into the 


kingdom of His Dear Son. 


. Thank God there is power in the blood!!! satan's dominion over 


us as new creatures in Christ is ended!. 


We are the Body, Christ is the Head, the Church is the Body and 
Christ is the Head. 
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. We have dominion and authority over satan, through the blood of 


Jesus Christ. 


. You are the custodian of your body; you glorify God in your body 


and in your spirit, which are the Lord’s. 


3. To know the reality of the new creation. 


a. 


We were created in Christ Jesus, when he was re-created after he 
has been made a “sin substitute” for us. 


. Today, we have in our spirits the very life and nature of God. 
. God is your very own Father, and you are His very own child. 


d. You have as much freedom and fellowship with the Father, as 


g. 


Jesus had in Hid earthly walk, because He loves you even as He 
loved Jesus. [Jn. 17:23] 


. We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus [Eph. 2:10] 


The believer is called righteousness, light; Iam a believer, I am 
righteous, and I am light. 


The church is Christ and we are the Body of Christ. 


4. To know the reality of our righteousness in Christ 


a. 


h. 


Righteousness means: rightness, or right standing. 


i. It is a gift; a gift is something that’s received now. [Rom. 
5:17] 


. Everyone of God’s dear children has the righteousness and the 


same standing with God. (With God we are all equal, no-one is 
better than another; God has no favourites). 


God Himself has become my righteousness; I am the 
righteousness of God in Him. 


. We become the righteousness of God in Christ, when we are born 


again. 


. For He hath made Him sin for us, who knew no sins; that we 


might be made the righteousness of God in Him. [2 Cor. 5:21] 


We are what He says we are; and we have what He says we 
have; and we can do what He says we can do! 


. We can stand in His presence without any sense of guilt, 


condemnation, or inferiority. 
It’s the truth that sets you free!!! 


5. To know the reality of the indwelling Spirit. [1 Jn. 4:4] 


a. 
b. 


We need to become God “inside-minded”. 


God Himself, in the person of the Holy Spirit indwells us. (He 
lives, inside of us — isn’t that awesome?). 
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. In every crisis of life, we need to say: “Iam a conqueror; I’m 


more than a victor; the Creator dwell in me; Praise God, He can 
put me over; He can make me a success; I can’t fail; if I put my 
complete trust in Him”. 


. We are the fruit-bearing part of Christ; by bearing fruits of 


righteousness. 


i. The fruits of righteousness are: casting our devils, healing 
the sick; and doing the same works that Jesus did when He 
was here upon the earth. 


. You have in you, ready for use, all the power, all of everything 


you're ever going to need, to be an over-comer. 


We need to begin to believe what the Bible says and begin to 
confess what God’s Word says. 


i. Then He will rise up in us and give illumination to our minds 
and direction to our spirit and health to our bodies, and help 
in every way and aspect of our lives. 


. The Holy Spirit is a gentleman. He leads, guides, prompts, urges, 


or He will give you a gentle push - but He will never force you to 
do anything. 


i. He won’t do anything until you put Him to work for you. 
ii. The Holy Spirit is sent to be your helper, not you “enforcer”. 


6. To know the reality of our fellowship with the Father God. 


. The very reason for redemption is fellowship. 
. Fellowship is the very mother of faith; it is the parent of joy; it is 


the source of all victory. 


People wear themselves out because they are trying to carry 
themselves without God’s help. 


7. To know the authority of the Name of Jesus. 


a. 


God has given us the “power of attorney” to use the Name of 
Jesus; this means we have the power over all satanic forces. 


. The Name of Jesus has full authority on this earth. 
. It’s not a problem of faith, but a problem of Knowing your legal 


rights in Christ, and using the Name of Jesus. 


. You need to know what belongs to you and then do what that 


Word says to do. 


. If you don’t use the authority, (the Name of Jesus) it won’t work! 
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PART 6: SIX BIG HINDRANCES TO FAITH 


The real reason for lack of faith, is a lack of knowledge of God’s 
Word [Ref. Hosea 4:6] 


1. Lack of understanding of what it means to be a new creation, or what 
the new creation means. [2 Cor. 5:17] 


a. We are new creatures, created by God in Christ Jesus. 
b. We have the very life and nature of God in our spirits. 
c. We are children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 


2. Lack of understanding of our place in Christ, and Christ’s place in our 
lives. 


a. We need to say who we are (in Christ) and what we have (in 
Christ). 


3. Lack of understanding of righteousness, what it gives, and what it is. 
a. This point holds more people in bondage than anything else. 


b. The effectual prayer of a righteous man availeth much [James 
5:16] 


c. God imputed righteousness to those whose sins have been 
covered by the blood. This means that all “born again’ believers 
have “God imputed righteousness” available for them to claim. 


4. Lack of understanding of our privilege or right to use the Name of 
Jesus. 


a. Every believer has authority over demons and evil spirits, in the 
Name of Jesus. 


5. Lack of understanding about “acting” upon the Word of God. 


a. We need to stop trying, and start acting. Faith is an “Action 
Word”. 


b. We need to trust in the Lord and lean not on our own 
understanding. 


6. Lack of understanding that we are to hold fast to our confession of 
faith. [ Heb. 4:14] 


a. Faith is measured by our confession; our usefulness in the Lord is 
measured by our confession(s). 


i. We will become what we confess. 


b. There is a confession of our hearts and a confession of our lips; 
when these two harmonize, we become mighty in our prayer life. 


c. You are what you say. 
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PART 7: THE GOD KIND OF FAITH 
i; 


The God kind of faith, is the kind of faith which a man believes in his 
heart and says with his mouth (what he believes in his heart), and it 
comes to pass. 


a. An example of this is found in Mark 11:12-14 and 20-21, when 
Jesus sees a fig tree with no figs on it (hoping to eat one) and 
curses the fig tree; the next morning the trees has withered and 
died. 


i. Whatsoever things you desire, when you pray, believe that 
you receive them, and you will have them! [Mark 11:24] 


. Every believer has a measure of the God-kind of faith; he receives it 


through hearing the Word; then he uses it to create the reality of 
salvation in his own life. 


. God saved you when Jesus died for you and rose from the dead nearly 


2,000 years ago. 


a. But your salvation only became a reality to you, when you 
believed it and you confessed it. 


b. When you came to the place where you will willingly and gladly 
praise God for what He has done, and believe and confess it, 
then (and only then) will the manifestation of your salvation 
come. 


. Defeat and failure do not belong to the child of God; we are created in 


Christ Jesus. 


. Words filled with faith are the most powerful things in this entire world. 
6. The key to overcoming anything, is believing with the heart and 


confessing with the mouth. 


a. Refuse to put negative thoughts into words, so that they die 
unborn. 


b. Remember; you have what you say - either positive, or negative. 
Learn to put your heart into gear before you open your 
mouth. 


. There are two things to notice about God’s kind of faith: 


a. First; a man believes in his heart. 
b. Second, he believes in his words. 


8. To get God to work for you, you have to believe in your own words. 
PART 8: CONFESSION BRINGS POSSESSION 

Ls 
2: 


Faith grows by freeing it and exercising it. 


The Word of God has to become part of our daily speech and part of 
our daily conduct. 
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. As your faith grows, then you begin to possess your rights in Christ. 


4. Count it all joy when you fall into divers (various) temptations; start 


praising God with gusto, and while you are doing this praising, all 
symptoms of what is bothering you, will leave you. 


a. Believing is possessing. 


. When you confess something, your confession creates the reality of it 
in your heart. 


a. Then God acts upon your spirit and recreates you. 
b. One: you believe, Two: you confess, Three: it comes into being. 


c. Don’t go be feelings; stand firm upon the Word of God and be 
persistent. 


d. For example: If you develop the symptoms of a cold, laugh at the 
devil, and command the author of the disease to leave your 
body, in the Name of Jesus. 


i. When you confess boldly, then and only then will you 
possess it. 


ii. Make your lips do the work; give the Word its place, and side 
with it. 


iii. The Word declares that your are healed; thank the father for 
your healing, and praise Him for it because your healing is a 
fact. 


e. Another example: If you say you don’t have money, you are 
confessing a lack. 


i. Confess plenty, and you will have plenty. 


f. Confession of LACK and SICKNESS SHUTS God out of your life 
and lets satan in, thereby honouring satan and robbing God of 
His glory. 
6. I possess what I confess: 


a. I confess Jesus Christ as my Lord [Rom. 10:9-10]; I possess 
salvation 


b. I confess that “with His stripes I am healed” [Is. 53:5]; I 
possess healing. 


c. I confess that the Son has made me free [Jn. 8:36]; I 
possess absolute freedom. 


d. I confess that “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost [Rom. 5:5]; I possess the ability to love 
everyone. 


e. I confess that “ the righteous are as bold as a lion” [Prov. 
28:1]; I possess lion-hearted boldness in spiritual warfare 
against the devil. 
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f. I confess that “he hath said, I will never leave you nor forsake 
thee” [Heb. 13:5]; I possess the presence of God each and 
every step of my way. 


g. I confess that I am “redeemed of the Lord” [Ps.107:2]; I 
possess redemption benefits every day. 


h. I confess that the anointing of the Holy One abides in Me [1 
Jn. 2:27]; I possess yoke-destroying results by His anointing. 


i. I confess that in the Name of Jesus I can cast out devils [ Mk. 
16:17]; I possess the authority for dynamic deliverances. 


j. I confess that I can lay hands on the sick and they will 
recover. [ Mk. 16:18]; I possess healing power for those 
oppressed by sickness. 


k. I confess that my God shall supply all my needs [Phil. 4:19]; I 
will lack for nothing, since I possess God’s abundant supply. 


PART 9: ACTIONS THAT CORRESPOND WITH FAITH 


1. One of the greatest mistakes many believers make, is to confess their 
faith in the Word of God, and at the same time, contradict their 
confessions by wrong actions. 


a. Your actions have to correspond with your believing and your 
confessions, in order to receive from God. 


b. The only way to trust in the Lord; is to trust in His word, 
irrespective of the situation, or the circumstances. 


2. Another mistake of many believers, is that of carrying their burdens - 
not giving them over to God. 


a. We are admonished to cast all our cares and burdens upon Him. 
Then it says He will direct our paths. 


b. You may be praying about your problems, but you'll be defeated 
if you continue to carry your burdens; turn them over to the 
Lord. 


c. Remember to turn every problem over to His care. 


d. Learn to put God to work for you —- he wants to work on your 
behalf. 


3. Your worst enemy is your flesh; that and “natural human reasoning”. 
These 2 will limit you to your own abilities — it will put God out of the 
picture. 


a. The language of doubt, the flesh, the senses, and the devil, is: “I 
Can’t!!!” 


b. But the language of faith says: I can do all things in Him that 
strengthens me. 
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c. But I can’t be conquered or defeated, from the spiritual 
standpoint. 


i. I have God’s wisdom, strength, and ability in me. 
4. Wrap yourselves in the promises of God. 
a. The ability of God is mine; that’s faith speaking. 


PART 10: HOW TO HAVE WHAT YOU SAY BY WRITING YOUR OWN 
TICKET WITH GOD 


1. You can have what you Say. 


a. In Mark 5:25-34 we have the story of the woman who believed 
her internal blood flow would be stopped if she could just touch 
Jesus’ garment as he was walking by. 


i. She believed, she touched his garment, and she was 
made whole. 


ii. She SAID; she DID; she RECEIVED. 
iii. Her faith made her whole. 
iv. You can have whatsoever you say. [Mark 11:23] 


2. We fail sometimes, because we get ready to fail; we prepare for 
failure; instead of preparing for God to give us what we Say. 


3. Your time with God, and time with men, are two different things; 
similarly, God’s timing is not man’s timing. 


4. Here is how to write your own ticket with God. 


a. Put the following four principles into operation, and you will 
always receive whatever you want from Jesus or the Father. 


i. NUMBER 1: Say it; The woman in Mark 5:28 said: “Jf I 
may touch his (Jesus’) garment, I shall be whole”. 


1. There is a “God-ward” side and a “man-ward” side to 
every battle, to every victory, to everything that we 
receive from God. 


2. According to what you say, you shall receive. 
3. The woman in Mark 5:28 spoke “positively.” 
iij NUMBER 2: Do it: She did it; she touched His clothes. 


iii. NUMBER 3: Receive it: she felt in her body that she was 
healed. 


iv. NUMBER 4: Tell it: You have to say some things in faith 
BEFORE you ever receive from God. People say the wrong 
thing because they believe the wrong thing. 


1. If you talk right and believe right, you will get to the 
top. 
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2. God will do everything you believe Him to do. 


PART 11: DOUBT — THE THIEF OF GOD’S GREATER BLESSINGS 


1. 
2: 


Lack of faith, or little faith, are all from doubt. 


In the book of Matthew, 14:22-31, is the story about the disciples 
crossing the Sea of Galilee, while Jesus was ashore praying. In the 4" 
watch of the night, Jesus went to His disciples, walking on the water. 
And Peter asked the Lord to bid him to come out onto the water, which 
He did. But when Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the waves 
(his surroundings), he began to sink. Jesus saved him, and Jesus said: 
“O ye of little faith, why did you doubt?” 


a. As soon as Peter began to doubt, he began to _sink. 


b. Peter got his eyes on the circumstances (his surroundings), not 
on Jesus. 


c. Faith is acting upon the Word, irrespective of the 
circumstances. 


. In Matthew 17:14-20, is the story of the lunatic who was brought to 


Jesus’ disciples to be prayed for, but they could not deliver him of his 
afflictions. Then the disciples asked Jesus why they couldn’t cast out 
the demons, and Jesus answered: because of their unbelief. 
(Because of their doubt). 


a. If you have faith, the size of a tiny mustard seed, you can 
command a mountain to be removed and it will; for nothing shall 
be impossible to you. [Mt. 17:20] 


b. If you do not doubt, but believe that those things that you say, 
shall come to pass, you shall have whatsoever you said. [Mk. 
11:23-24] 


. In each of the two examples above, doubt caused them to receive 


SOMETHING LESS THAN THE BEST GOD HAD FOR THEM. 
a. In each case the Lord rebuked their unbelief, or their doubt. 


b. God’s highest and His best was available for them to receive by 
their faith — His best!!! But they blew it, because of their doubt 
and unbelief. 


. Faith is acting upon the Word. 


a. Many times miracles have begun, but they haven’t been 
completed because the person began to look at the 
circumstances, or symptoms; the person got his eyes off Jesus 
and the Word of God. 


. Doubt and fear go hand in hand; but faith and love go hand in hand. 


a. The Bible says that “perfect love” casts out fear. 
b. Faith gets the job done. 


39 of 125 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


c. It is hard to pray for the sick, when you have someone nearby 
speaking unbelief. 


d. What bothers people is a lack of faith, not a lack of power. 


e. Power is released (manifested) through faith. 


f. Healing is a mighty gift that God has provided for us, and it takes 
faith to maintain your healing. 


7. Doubt is robbing spirit-filled believers of the best that God has for 
them; they have the power — but they are not using it! 


8. So, are you ready to quit doubting and start acting; to quit trying and 
start doing it? 


PART 12: HOW TO TRAIN THE HUMAN SPIRIT 


1. Your spirit can be educated, just as your mind can be; it can be built up 
in strength, just as the body can be built up. 


2. Following are four (4) rules which can accomplish this: 
a. It comes by meditation of God’s Word. 


We must realise the value and necessity of quiet meditation. 


. To meditate means to reflect (Selah), to ponder, to consider, 


and to dwell in thought. 


Through meditation, the Word of God will become 
meaningful and real to you, and the Holy Spirit will use this 
time to apply the Word of God to you own life and its 
problems. 


b. It comes by practising the Word. 


Practising the Word means, being a DOER of the Word. 


. You can’t be a DOER of the Word and continue to talk 


UNBELIEF. 


The devil’s greatest weapon is the power of 
suggestion — BEWARE !!! 


c. To give the Word first place in your life. [Prov. 4:20-22]. 


d. To instantly obey the voice of our spirit. 


The human spirit has a voice, and it is called our conscience. 
1. Sometimes we call it intuition, or our “inner voice”. 

2. The world calls it a “hunch”. 

3. But really, it is your spirit talking to you. 


. When you are born again, your human spirit is reborn. 


Learn to obey your spirit. 
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iv. Your spirit has the “life nature of God in it”, for the Holy 
Spirit dwells within you. 

v. The devil can’t give you information because he’s not in you, 
but outside of you. The devil can only gain access when 
you let him in. 

vi. Your conscience is a safe guide; God will use your spirit to 
guide you. 

3. The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord; God will use your spirit to 
enlighten you. 

4. Learn to obey the voice of your spirit; you won’t get there quickly, but 
eventually you” know in your spirit what you should do; you'll get a 
“Yes” or a “No”. 


CHAPTER 2: THE BEATITUDES 


In Matthew chapters 5 & 6 we have one of the most outstanding passages 
of preaching of Jesus that is recorded in the Bible. 


Matt. 5:1 through Matt. 5:2 (KJV) ‘And seeing the multitudes, he 
went up into a mountain: and when he was set [down], his disciples came 
unto him: 7And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 


Promise 1 : 
3Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


If we look at this verse in a couple of other bible translations we get a 
better understanding about what Jesus was trying to tell them. 

In the Peshitta, which is from the Aramaic translation — the 
language that Jesus actually spoke, we have these words: Blessed 
are the humble‘, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (The Aramaic 
definition for the word humble is: “poor in pride”, or “unassuming”) 


So saying this again we have: Blessed is the poor in pride, [blessed is the 
unassuming,] for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


In the New Living Translation we see this: ? “God blesses those who 
realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to them. 


I think in this case, the New Living Translation captures the real meaning 
of the statement that Jesus was saying to his disciples and to the crowds 
who were listening to Him. 


God blesses (makes happy) those [people] who realize their need for 
Jesus (the Messiah), for the kingdom of heaven is given to them. 


Notice that in each translation, the promise is the same. The kingdom of 
heaven is given to them. 
°° Aramaic, poor in pride, unassuming 
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The words are in the present tense. This is not a promise of some future 
event, but this promise is available to everyone who realizes that they 


need Jesus Christ in their lives — and this promise is available RIGHT NOW 
I! 


Many people are taught that the Kingdom of Heaven (HERE ON EARTH) is 
something that is only available after Jesus comes back a second time - 
but that is not the case. 


Jesus told us that all authority is given to Him in heaven and on earth and 
we know that Jesus defeated satan and set up His kingdom here on earth 
before He ascended into heaven to sit on the right hand of God the 
Father. 


If His kingdom has not been set up here on earth, then satan is still ruling 
this world — which means satan has not been defeated by Jesus at the 
cross. 


But we all know that is not true. Satan is defeated. Hallelulyah !! We have 
victory through the blood of Jesus Christ. Amen!! 


The Holy Spirit has come down to earth to dwell within us and to provide 
an opportunity for us to live and experience the kingdom of heaven, here 
on earth right now. 


In the Lord’s prayer we pray these words: Thy kingdom come on earth, as 
it is in heaven. This can also be said like this: Thy kingdom come on 
earth, as it already exists in Heaven. 


When we accept Jesus Christ as our personal saviour, we become part of 
God’s kingdom here on earth. 


If we belong to God’s kingdom here on earth, then we must act like we 
belong to God’s kingdom - by operating always in the light of God’s word, 
not the kingdom of this world, (satan’s world), always operating in the 
darkness, being deceived. 


One of the most effective ways that satan keeps Christians from claiming 
their place in God’s kingdom, is to try to deceive them into believing it has 
not happened yet -— it is a future event. 


As Pastors and Teachers we have a duty to tell our congregations that 
satan is a liar, that satan is defeated, that the spiritual kingdom of Jesus 
Christ exists on earth, right here and now and that we are an important 
part of it. 


In 2 Corinthians 5:20 it says: (KJV) ?°Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God. 


If Apostle Paul said that we are ambassadors for Christ, it means we 
represent Him and His kingdom here on earth. 


Notice this is not future tense, but present tense. It means we are Christ’s 
ambassadors right here and now, today. 
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As you know, an ambassador represent His country in another place. The 
Kenyan Ambassador represents your country in Australia. He has 
authority from your government to speak on behalf of your country to the 
Australian government. 


Therefore as ambassadors for Christ and His kingdom here on earth, we 
have been given authority, through God’s word and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to speak on behalf of Jesus Christ into any situation here on 
earth. 


When we understand this fully, we will understand why Jesus was able to 
blow on His disciples the power of the Holy Spirit, before he went to the 
cross and they were then able to go out and command the sick to be 
healed and demons to come out of people. 


Later, after Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came down to earth to live in 
the hearts and minds of all believers, that same power and authority was 
given to each and every Christian. 


For those people who don’t believe this, let me take you to one scripture 
in Acts which wraps up this whole issue, Acts 2:38. 


Acts 2:38 in the (KJV)says: *°Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 


Notice three specific things in this scripture that Apostle Peter is telling 
them, immediately after Pentecost has occurred: 


1. Repent of your sins 
2. Be baptized, and 
3. You shall receive the Holy Spirit. 


Now all three things are wrapped up in what I call the salvation package. 
If you are obedient to God’s word and do the first two of these, which is: 


oO Repent of your sins and 


a Then be baptized, as a public demonstration of your changed attitudes. 
You believe that your sins have been washed away by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, and by being baptized in public, you make a commitment 
before God and those people assembled, that you are now going to 
follow Christ, instead of satan, for the rest of your life. If you do this, 
then: 


a The third part of the verse shall come to pass. The Holy Spirit is given 
to every believer who follows this instruction, by faith and obedience. 


This allows each of us that ability to have our own private prayer 
language, which allows us to pray to God, to edify ourselves and build up 
our faith. 
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Now that we understand a little better about what the kingdom of God is 
here on earth, right here and now, we will get a better insight into the rest 
of these promises given by Jesus, in the following verses. 


Promise 2: 


Verse 3: “Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.” 


The scripture tells us that Jesus promised to send us the Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter. 


The Comforter appears 4 times in the New Testament: John 14:16, 26, 
John 15:26 and John 16:7. 


Let us look at these four verses and see what it means. 


14:16~nd I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; 


#2°But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 


in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 


15:26But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me: 


16:7Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto you. 


Firstly. Jesus identifies to us that because of the sin of Adam, death is a 
reality in this sinful world that we live in. 


He also identifies to us that grieving is part of the healing process after 
there is a death of a loved one. 


But Jesus gives the believers hope. He tells us that He will send the 
Comforter to help us through this grieving process, so it won’t be so 
painful for us. 


That is why we see so many unbelievers at funerals finding it so difficult to 
come to terms with a loved one’s death. 


That is why the unbelievers have so much trouble with this grieving 
process. The comforter is not in their lives to help them, by healing their 
grief. 


Here again, as Pastors and teachers we have an opportunity to witness to 
the unbeliever at funerals, about God’s compassion and mercy. 


He does not want them to go through this process alone. He wants them 
to believe in Him and His promises and he shall have the Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter help them through the grieving process and be with them 
forever, in all situations. 
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Promise 3: 
Verse 5: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 


The Greek word for meek is G4239 nopaiic praus prah-ooce’' Apparently 
a primary word; mild, that is, (by implication) humble:—meek. See 
also G4235. 


So we can Say alternatively: Blessed (happy to be envied) are the mild 
ones, for they shall inherit the earth, or: 


Blessed (happy to be envied) are the humble ones, for they shall inherit 
the earth. 


Notice it does not say: 


4 Blessed are the powerful, who want to rise up and overthrow the 
governments, or make nations follow after another religion or 
doctrine. 


o Nor does it say: blessed are the bullies; 


o Nor does it say: blessed are the corrupt, or deceitful. 


Another thing to notice about this promise is that it shall be fulfilled in the 
future. They shall inherit the earth. 


You can only inherit something after there has been a death. This promise 
was prophetic, as it was to become active, only after the death of Jesus 
Christ. 


Pastors and Teachers must teach about humbleness and meekness. 
Firstly, from the word and more importantly by example, in how you deal 
with your congregation and with the unbelievers in the community around 
you. 


A humble, meek pastor is not a person who holds up his hands and gives 
up. NO! He is a person who believes that anger and strife will not solve a 
problem or a situation. 


That being calm and collected, being prepared to listen and give advice, 
based upon the promptings of the Holy Spirit in any situation will bring 
honour and glory to God. 


That type of witness does great things in God’s kingdom. 
Promise 4: 


Verse 6 says: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 
justice, for they shall be well satisfied. 


Some translations say: who hunger and thirst for righteousness sake 


This is aparable saying: To hunger and thirst after anything is to mean 
that you have a deep desire burning inside you, which you cannot satisfy 
until you achieve your goal. 
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To have a deep desire for justice means that whenever you see an 
injustice, you must do something to fix the problem. You cannot stay 
silent about injustice. 


People who have this desire burning deep within them become crusaders 
for things that they see which are wrong in their society or communities. 


They can’t stand injustice in any situation. 
The scripture tells us that we are the salt of the earth. We are the 
antiseptic which heals our communities. 


If the salt loses its flavour it is useless and is to be cast out into the street 
and trodden underfoot. 


All Christians must pray that God gives them this burning desire to speak 
out against injustice, whenever we see it. 


As Pastors and Teachers, we have the responsibility, to be leaders in this 
role. We must never be afraid to speak out against injustice. 


Even if we have to pay a price for it, God will honour our efforts and 


reward us, either in this life or in the next and we will have peace in our 
hearts. 


Promise 5: 


In verse 7 (KJV) it says these words: Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall have mercy. 


In the New Living translation it says: God blesses those who are 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 


The Greek word used here is: G1655 éA\enuwv eleémon e/-eh-ay'-mone 
From G1653; compassionate (actively):—merciful. 
So we can restate this verse as follows: God blesses those who are 


compassionate, who are actively merciful, for they will be shown 
compassion, active mercy. 


The scripture tells us that Christians shall be known by their love. They 
shall be recognized by their love, their compassion, not only within the 
Body of Christ, but outside in the community, in fact in every situation 
they come across. 


This promise reminds us how we are to witness in the community, in 
which we live and serve Christ. 


Promise 6: 
Verse 8 says: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 


Up until now, we have been preparing ourselves, for this promise, which 
deals with our own heart. 


We must remember that scripture tells us that God knows the intentions 
of our heart, the inward thoughts, not the outward expressions of our 
lives. 
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We are told in Romans 12:2 that we must continually renew our minds, so 
that nothing we have in our minds will affect our hearts. 


God places great importance with the state of our hearts, because out of 
our hearts comes our desires and our actions, both good and bad. 


If our hearts are pure (and are kept pure) Jesus Christ has promised us 
that we shall see God. That is awesome !!! 


Imagine being able to see God without putting a shade cloth over our 
faces like happened in the wilderness with the Jews. The only person who 
was able to come into God’s presence there was Moses. 


Promise 7: 
Verse 9 says: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall see God. 


The Greek word for peacemaker is: G1518 cipnvonoldc eirénopoios /- 
ray-nop-oy-os' From G1518 and G4160; pacificatory, that is, 
(subjectively) peaceable:—peacemaker. 


The New Living Translation says: ? God blesses those who work for peace, 
for they will be called the children of God. 


There is clear promise here. God says those who work for peace will be 
called the Children of God. 


This means in the home, in the schools & universities, in the workplace, in 
the community, in the nation and between nations. 


People, who work for peace, are putting the needs of others, before their 
own needs - they are being selfless, not selfish. 


Scripture tells us that we have to become “less of self” and “more of 
Christ”. 


Fulfilling this promise in our lives is a good way to witness and be the 
hands and feet extended of Jesus Christ. 


So far we have learnt about the first 7 promises made by Jesus to us in 
the beatitudes, as recorded in Matthew's Gospel, Chapter 5. 


We now commence at Matthew chapter 5 verse 10. 


Promise 8: Blessed are those who are persecuted, for the sake of 
justice, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Blessed (happy to be envied) are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness sake. 
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Notice this is the only thing you will get blessed for, if you are persecuted. 
You will not be blessed if you are persecuted because you are: 

Corrupt or deceitful 

If you tell lies, or steal 

If you are an adulterer, or fornicator 

In fact if you break any of God’s laws, you will not be blessed if you 
are persecuted. 


Oovcoo 


No! If you do any of these things and are persecuted for it that is God’s 
punishment for you. 


In the New Living translation it says this: God blesses those who are 
persecuted because they live for God, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is theirs. 


Promise 9: Matt. 5:11 through Matt. 5:12 (KJV) ‘Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. '? Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 


In the New Living Translation it says: 77"God blesses you when 
you are mocked and persecuted and lied about because you are 
my followers. 17Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great 
reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets 
were persecuted, too. 


So what does this mean for a Christian? It means that Christians have a 
responsibility to speak out against injustice. Not only the pastors and 
teachers, but also all Christians. Wherever we see it we must speak out 
against injustice. 


We are to be the examples and make sure that the world (the unbeliever) 
sees that we do not practice injustices within the church community. 


We are to be seen to live for God - and for God only. 


Will we be persecuted because we do this? Yes, they will even make up 
false stories about us and even try to have us arrested by the authorities, 
but we should give praise and honour to Jesus Christ that we are being 
persecuted for this, why? 


Because it means that we are getting satan and his band of warriors upset 
by our lifestyles. We are clearly showing the world that we are living for 
God and satan does not like that because it means we are encroaching 
upon his territory, upon his turf. 
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We are winning the battle against the evil one, when we are seen to be 
living for God. 


Remember: Satan is defeated by the word of our testimony. 


Promise 10: (NLT) 72"You are the salt of the earth. But what good 
is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it useful again? It will 
be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 


Jesus refers to the believer as “the salt of the earth”. What did this 
mean to the people listening to Jesus at that time? 


4 People used salt as currency, as a type of money. It had value. 

4 These people knew that salt could be used as an antiseptic, to help 
heal wounds. 

o They knew that it is used to bring out the true flavour of food. 

o They knew it could also be used in cold climates to stop water from 
freezing at its normal temperature. 

4 Because they had no refrigerators, they knew that you could use 
salt to act as a preservative. 


So what was Jesus trying to tell these people at this time? 


Jesus was saying to these people, that if you believe in Jesus Christ, you 

can be a person that: 

Q Has value. You are worth something. Don’t underestimate your 

value. 

o You are a person that can heal hurts in people’s lives in the 

situations around you. 

o You are a person that can relate to people in a way, which brings 
out their true credentials and their true capabilities, even their 
hidden talents. All of these things can be achieved if you have the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit operating and manifesting itself in your lives. 


But then Jesus goes on to say these words: But what good is salt if it 
has lost its flavor? Can you make it useful again? 


If salt has lost its flavour it has gone bad. It cannot be used for the 
purposes we normally use it for. There is no way to make it salty again. It 
is useless. It has no value. 


For us today this means: If we don’t display the attributes, characteristics 
or qualities of a Christian, then we have lost our value, we are worthless, 
we are no longer preserved. 


Jesus then goes on to say: It will be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot as worthless. 
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Yes, that is the prophetic statement and indication of what will happen to 
Christians who ceases to show all the characteristics of his/her Christian 
nature. 


They will be cast out into the street, to be trodden underfoot by all 
passers by —- both believers and unbelievers, even by the animals. This is 
a warning that we must all recognise and keep before our faces. 


To be trampled underfoot, means that we would be treated with the same 
disdain as cow and camel droppings, which were in the street at that time. 
When people came into their houses, the first thing they did was take off 
their shoes and wash their feet to remove the dirt of the street. 


Jesus was telling those people listening to Him that if they became 
worthless salt they would be washed away with the trash from the street. 


Therefore, we must be continually checking that our outward appearance 
is that of a practising Christian. It is important to make sure that our 
hearts and minds also reflect the qualities of a true Christian, because the 
scripture tells us that Jesus knows the intentions and examines the heart 
of each and every person. 


Jesus goes on to explain these concepts further with another parable in 
the next few verses. 


In verses 14-16 Jesus tells this parable: (Aramaic translation) 


You are indeed the light of the world; a city that is built upon a mountain 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 
on a lamp stand, so that it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 
light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify 
your father in heaven. 


You are the light of the world. You make an impact on the darkness - 
you make an impact into satan’s domain and wherever there is light, 
darkness is dispelled — it is pushed away. 


A city built on a hill can be seen from many miles away. In fact it can be 
seen on the horizon, which is more than one days camel travel away. 


Jesus was saying that your actions and your position on many issues could 
be seen from a long distance. That is why it is so important to act as a 
Christian at all times, there are so many people watching you - even 
when you think your actions are in secret, you can be seen more than 1 
days journey away. (In the spiritual realm) 
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When you light a lamp it is to give light to all in the household. Therefore 
it is important to realise that your actions will have a direct effect on those 
other persons in your close proximity — within your household. 


If you act as the light of God‘s word, then you will dispel all of the 
darkness within your house, providing protection to the occupants within 
your house, as well as a positive witness and encouragement for them to 
follow your example. 


Jesus went to say that your actions will affect the men around you and 
that they will glorify God the Father, because of the good works that you 
do. They will give witness to the Father that you are doing good works. 
Therefore God has to bless you, because of their testimony. 


Verse 17 has caused much controversy over the centuries. 


Do not suppose that I have come to weaken the law, or the prophets; I 
have not come to weaken, but to fulfil. 


In the New Literal translation it says: 7”7"Don’t misunderstand why I 
have come. I did not come to abolish the Law of Moses, or the 
writings of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill them. 


Take note carefully. Jesus says quite clearly that He did not come to 
abolish the laws of Moses, or the writings of the prophets. 


Therefore we must not just brush off the Old Testament as a historical 
document. The laws, which are laid down for us in the Old Testament, the 
prophecies, which have yet to be fulfilled in the New Testament, are still 
relevant today. 


Therefore it is important that all new believers not only know the saving 
grace of the blood of Jesus Christ, but also where they have come from, 
and what they have achieved through Jesus Christ - and where they are 
going to spend eternity. 


Therefore as pastors and teachers, we cannot ignore the Old Testament. 
It is a shadow of what is to come and a fulfillment of prophecy in the book 
of Isaiah, which told that Jesus would: 

a be born of a virgin, 

grow up to become God’s advocate 

perform miracles 

be a great teacher 

be wrongly accused 

be wrongly tried and convicted 

be crucified, yet innocent of any crime 

be resurrected, as a witness to God’s power over life and death 


Ooooovooo 
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a Be our advocate in heaven at the right hand of God the Father. 


And Jesus stated His true purpose. He came to fulfil the law and become 
the “perfect sacrifice” — a “once for all” sacrifice. 


No longer would the high priest have to go into the Holy of Holies, once a 
year to perform the sin sacrifice, on behalf of himself and the whole nation 
of Israel. 


When Jesus gave up His own life, as the “perfect Lamb of God”, the need 
for animal sacrifices was over for ever. 


When we understand the meaning of the Old Testament Passover, and the 
New Testament “Covenant Passover”, which took place when Jesus took 
the elements before His crucifixion, we better understand the relationship 
between the Old Testament and the New testament. 


Jesus told His disciples what each of the elements were to represent and 
He told them “as often as you break this bread (my Body) and drink this 
wine (the new covenant in my blood) you proclaim my death and 
resurrection till I come again.” 


If there is any doubt in whether the Old Testament is to be still considered 
relevant today, Jesus made that very clear in verses 18-19 


18T assure you, until heaven and earth disappear, even the 
smallest detail of God’s law will remain until its purpose is 
achieved. 7°So if you break the smallest commandment and teach 
others to do the same, you will be the least in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But anyone who obeys God's laws and teaches them will 
be great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


So let us look at this passage carefully: 


o Jesus has told us that there will be a new heaven and a new earth 
when He comes again to claim His bride, but until that time comes, 
this heaven and earth shall remain. 

4 Therefore until Jesus comes again, His laws, as defined in the Old 
Testament shall remain, not even the smallest element shall be 
removed or excluded, until all the purposes of the law have been 
achieved. (Remember that the scripture tells us that the word of 
God shall not return void until it has achieved the purpose for which 
it was sent.) 

a Isaiah 55:11 says: ‘'So shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it 
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4 Please note the warning to pastors and teachers who teach wrong 
doctrine. You will be judged for your wrong teaching, (or example) 
and be the least in the kingdom of heaven. 


o But Jesus then goes on to give a great promise for pastors and 
teachers who obey and teach God’s laws - They will be great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 


But Jesus ends this parable with a further warning in verse 20 : 7? “But 
I warn you—unless you obey God better than the teachers of 
religious law and the Pharisees do, you can’t enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven at all! 


Jesus Himself is speaking and He says this: But I warn you !!! 
in other words - [make sure that you understand what I am going 
to say completely] 


Unless you obey God better than the teachers of religious law 
(in the temple) and the Pharisees do. 


Jesus singled out specifically the religious teachers, who were 
teaching the religious law in the temple and the Pharisees for this 
comparison. 


Jesus said that they knew the law, that they were teaching the 
law, but that they were not following these laws themselves. 


These were teachers of the law — but not doers of the law. Jesus 
told us in the New Testament to be not hearers of the law only — 
but doers of the law also. 


Jesus told us that if we are not better teachers and obedient 
servants to God’s law, than the teachers in the temple, then as 
pastors and teachers we will not even be allowed into heaven. 


So that is why the scripture says that at the judgement time many will 
say: I preached in your name, I healed people in your name, I gave food 
and clothing to the poor in your name -— but Jesus will answer and say to 
them: Get away from Me - I do not know you. 


Why will Jesus say this? Because they did these things in Jesus’ name, but 
did not practise these same things in their own lives. 


In the previous sections we looked at Matthew chapter 5, up till verse 20 
and what happens if we do not follow God’s laws, especially for pastors 
and teachers. 
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In verse 21 Jesus explains the understanding which existed in the Old 
Testament about murder, with a more expanded view of the 
responsibilities of the followers of God’. 


Verse 21: [Aramaic translation] You have heard that it was said to 
those before you, [to those of old] You shall not kill, and whoever 
kills is guilty before the court. But I say unto you, that whoever 
becomes angry with his brother for no reason is guilty before the 
court; and whoever should say to his brother “RACA” (which 
means, I spit on you) is guilty before the congregation; and 
whoever says to his brother , “YOU ARE EFFEMINATE” [Aramaic 
meaning brutish or abnormal] is condemned to hellfire. 


[KJV] 216 have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: ?7But I 
say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his 
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, 
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 


[NLT]21N Vo. have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Do not murder. 
If you commit murder, you are subject to judgment.’ 77But I say, if 
you are angry with someone, you are subject to judgment! If you 
call someone an idiot, you are in danger of being brought before 


the high council. And if you curse (blaspheme) someone, you are 


in danger of the fires of hell. 


Jesus takes this commandment in the Old Testament to a new level of 
relationship and responsibility understanding, for all people who follow 
after God’s laws. 


Jesus was saying that the tongue can also kill. What we say can kill 
spiritually and emotionally. We are to be judged not only by our physical 
actions, but also by what we say, as well as what we do. 


Notice there are different places where these judgements will take place. 


If you kill someone (physically), you will be taken and judged before the 
courts, in accordance with the laws of the land in which you live. 


In the Old Testament times this would result in your death. Nowadays, it 
maybe death, life imprisonment, or a set time in prison. Whatever the 
judge decides. 


If you insult your brother with words, you are brought before the high 
council, or (congregation) for a decision and punishment. 


This is one for the few places in the New Testament where Jesus says that 
a congregation will have the responsibility of listening to accusations and 
making a judgement on other believers. 
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If you make an ascertain about someone’s character, sexual orientation, 
or curse them; then you incur spiritual judgement which may result in you 
going to the fires of hell. 


This is why we are told to keep short accounts with God. The only way to 
have this punishment removed from us is to repent before our aggrieved 
brother and to ask God for forgiveness. 


Jesus then lays out a series of ways to deal with these issues. 


In verses 23-24 we have an interesting observation: 7?"So if you are 
standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and 
you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, 74leave 
your sacrifice there beside the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. 
Then come and offer your sacrifice to God. 


Firstly, you cannot make an offering to God if you know that your brother 
has a grievance with you, because God will not accept your offering under 
these circumstances. 


In today’s society, we would wait until he comes to us and makes the first 
move towards reconciliation. That is because our own pride gets in the 
way. 


But Jesus says that it our responsibility to make the first move and go to 
the brother who has a grievance against us, and commence the 
reconciliation process. 


Only after you have reconciled with your brother can you back before God 
and make your offering. 


Jesus also makes it clear that you should try to resolve all these issues 
amicably, before your brother takes you to the court, because at court the 
decision might go against you and you might end up in prison. 


As pastors and teachers it is very important to make these points very 
clear to our congregations. Any grievances which exist between brothers 
(and sisters) within the Body of Christ; must be resolved amicably within 
the church body; not in the courts of the unbelievers. 


Why does Jesus want us to do this? 


While we are here on this earth, this is our training ground for our future 
life, when we will rule and reign with Jesus. If we cannot resolve issues 
here among the brethren, then how are we going to be able to rule and 
reign for eternity over those areas which Christ will give us authority to 
rule? 


The other thing to understand is that if we go to the court to solve an 
issue between 2 (or more) believers, then we are giving a bad witness of 
what a Christian should be, and how a Christian should act. 


In verse 27 Jesus addresses an issue which was causing concern among 
the Jews at that time and has continued to cause problems among 
believers ever since. 
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Jesus addresses the issue of adultery and marriage 


In Verse 27 Jesus says these words: You have heard that it is said, 
You shall not commit adultery. But I say unto you that whoever 


looks at a woman with lust, has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. 


Jesus was quoting straight from the Law of Moses, and everybody knew 
what He was He was talking about — what He was saying. 


There were severe penalties for both men and women who were caught in 
an adulterous situation. Even at the time of Jesus Christ, men and women 
were stoned to death if they were found guilty of adultery. 


But Jesus expands the responsibility of this law and explains the hidden 
meaning behind such a law. 


Jesus was explaining that it is from the heart that sin is committed. A man 
can look at a woman with his eyes and perceive in his mind that she is 
beautiful. But it is from the heart that desire will erupt, to consider an 
action against that woman. If that thought is against God’s law, then sin 
(in God’s eyes) has already been committed. 


This is why it is so important for women to wear clothes which do not 
cause man to sin. But even if the woman does wear inappropriate 
clothing, the responsibility still remains with the man not to sin. 


Men cannot blame the women for “leading them on”, for God has given 
them a spirit of choice, in their minds and hearts. 


This is why it is so important to monitor what your young children and 
your teenage children and yourselves are watching on TV, via the internet, 
or reading at the local stores. 


If they see pornographic images in these media, then they become de- 
sensitised to this evil and are more likely to commit this sin. 


Jesus goes on to explain this further in verses 29 and 30. In verse 28, 
Jesus identifies that an action from the heart defiles the body and causes 
it to sin. 


Here Jesus goes on to say that if a part of the body causes you to stumble 
and you cannot control it, then cut it off, so that the rest of the body does 
not become contaminated by the sin which this part causes. 


He uses another similar parable in another part of scripture to say that 
one bad apple in a barrel of apples will eventually cause all the apples to 
become bad an inedible. 


The bottom line here is simple: THE WHOLE BODY MUST BE PURE AND 
KEPT HOLY, by continually going before the Father and asking 
forgiveness for our sins. 
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In the Old Testament, Job prayed for his sons before God the Father. He 
prayed for the sins that they “knowingly had done” & for the sins that 
they had “unknowingly done”. 


Job realised that all sins were accountable before God. He also realised 
that all sins could be forgiven by God - except the sin of cursing 
blasphemin the Holy Spirit. 


Jesus makes this very clear in His own words, as recorded in the Gospel of 
Mark. 


[Mark 3:28-29] 2° Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith so ever they 
shall blaspheme: 7° But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 


Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal 
damnation: 


In the next 2 verses Matthew 5:31-32 Jesus expounds on the law of 
divorce. 


Verse 31 says: [KJV] 3 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: **But I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is 
divorced committeth adultery. 


In the New Living Translation it says: 74“You have heard that the law of 
Moses says, ‘A man can divorce his wife by merely giving her a letter of 
divorce.” ??But I say that a man who divorces his wife, unless she has 
been unfaithful, causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who marries 
a divorced woman commits adultery. 


Here Jesus was making it plain that the only justification for giving a wife 
a divorce was if she was found guilty of adultery. As per scripture, a man 


cannot divorce his wife for any other reason. 


But it would be better if the husband was able to forgive her and not give 
her a letter of divorce, because in forgiving her this sin, then Jesus is able 
to forgive the husband his sins. 


Remember in the Lord’s prayer we pray these words: “Forgive us our 
trespasses (our sins) as we forgive those who trespass (who sin) 
against us.” 


Notice the last part of this scripture: If anyone marries a divorced woman 
then they commit adultery - both of them. 


This may seem a hard teaching to follow in today’s “modern society” 
where people think they know better than God and that these rules are 
not applicable today. But God’s word is unchanging —- In Hebrew 13:8 it 
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says: Heb. 13:8 (KJV) ®Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and 
for ever. (Remember that Jesus is the word, who became flesh and dwelt 
amongst us) 


So let us recap on this teaching: 


1. Aman may only issue a divorcement letter, if his wife is found guilty 
of adultery. (not assumed, or suspected of — but proven by 4 
witnesses) 

2. It is better (for the husband) to forgive his wife this indiscretion, so 
that God can forgive him his sins. 

3. If a woman is divorced, then she must remain unmarried, otherwise 
the man she marries will be also guilty of adultery with her. 

4. In all these situations, God is clearly proclaiming that the vow of 
marriage is sacred and must be respected at all times. 


Notice no where in scripture does it say a woman can divorce her 
husband. 


Pastors and teachers, please notice, that Jesus does not say anywhere in 
Scripture that a Christian can have more than one wife. In fact in the 
book of Timothy it is made quite clear that to be an elder, or a pastor you 
must be the husband of one wife. No secondary wives allowed. 


Now this may cause some problems in your congregations, because there 
may have been people who have been married, have got divorced and 
have got re-married again. 


It is all about their belief system and timing. 


If they got married and divorced before they become Christians, then the 
original marriage was not sanctified by God in the first place. 


However if any marriage that was performed in a church, was witnessed 
by a pastor and a congregation, before God, then this marriage is seen 
by God to be holy and sacred, so these rules must apply. 


If a couple have been married in this way and they do become divorced 
(for any reason other than adultery) then they must ask God for mercy 
and forgiveness, as they did not know or understand God laws in relation 
to this matter. 


Similarly, if a divorced Christian woman then remarries, she must also ask 
God for mercy and forgiveness, as the relationship needs to become 
clean, pure and sacred, in God’s eyes, otherwise God cannot bless that 
relationship, nor their children. 


To have more than one wife is still following the ways of the pagans and 
the unbelievers. This has to stop and it has to be taught very clearly 
among the churches. 


In verses 33 to 37 Jesus expounds on the teaching of making an oath. 
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In the Old Testament it was customary to make an oath before the Lord, 
and that oath was binding until death. 


But here Jesus explains that there is a better way and He explains why. 
Jesus says: Never swear (never make and oath) on anything: 


Heaven —- because it is God’s throne 

The earth — because it is under God’s feet 

Neither by Jerusalem — because it is the city of a great king 

Neither shall you make an oath on your own head (or the head of 
anyone of your family) because you cannot create one single hair on 
your own head -— neither black nor white. 


Ooco 


Jesus was saying you cannot do one thing to make a change in these 
things, so they are not to be mocked by you making an oath on them. 


This is very important for us to understand and to teach because we are 
asked to make oaths on many occasions. 


For example: If you are taken into a courtroom to give evidence, you are 
asked to take the oath on a bible. 


Now firstly, this means that the court recognises the authority of this book 
—- the Bible. Therefore it must also recognise the authority of the words in 
this book, which tells all practising Christians not to make an oath on 
anything. 


This means you have to tell the judge why you cannot make an oath on 
the Bible — because it specifically tells us not to do so. 


This is an opportunity to witness before the court of the unbeliever about 
the truth in God’s word. 


You can go on to say that the same books tell us not to lie, not to bare 
false witness, nor to speak untruths. 


In this case in verse 37 it says to say yes, or no. Nothing more, or nothing 
less. 


In most cases, if you say this to a judge, quoting the chapter and verse 
from the Bible, they will ask for those verses to be read out in the court. 


Once that is done they will ask you: Do you believe this word? When you 
answer yes, they will say OK, you do not have to disobey God’s word. 


This is a powerful testimony in the courts. If they refuse to acknowledge 
this, then you are now being persecuted for righteousness sake. 


We have already studied this. You will receive a reward in heaven for your 
actions. 


In verses 38 to 42 Jesus addresses a problem, which has been around 
since time began. How to extract punishment for a crime committed 
against you. 
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In Old Testament times, right back to Cain and Abel, we see that there is 
a desire in the human mind set to “get even” when somebody hurts us, or 
seems to get the better of us. 


In the Old Testament if you stole something, you had to give it back, or 
pay a penalty. 


If you attacked a person and damaged his eye, then they wanted to 
damage your eye as restitution — to get even. 


But this method of punishment and reprisal went on for centuries and 
became blood feuds, or tribal feuds, which resulted in wars. 


If you raided a tribe and took one of their daughters and raped her, or 
took her as your wife, then that tribe had the right to come and do the 
same to your daughters. 


Jesus said that what you were in fact doing was returning one evil deed 
for another. God was not getting any glory out of your actions at all - 
satan was having a field day. Satan was getting the victory, so this 
practise had to change. 


Verse 39 says: But I (Jesus Christ) say unto you: that you should not 
resist evil; but whoever strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him and let 
him strike you on the left cheek as well. Offer up no resistance what so 
ever. 


In Aramaic, the language that Jesus actually spoke, the words “turn the 
cheek” meant something special. It meant “Do not start a quarrel or a 
fight”. 

So here Jesus was telling His followers, to restrain themselves. Do not let 
evil triumph, do not start a quarrel or a fight, even if it causes you pain. 


Be obedient to God’s word and you will receive God’s blessing for that, 
because of the witness of your actions. 


Jesus went on to explain this concept even further in verses 40 - 42. 


In today’s society, if we are to go to court and people want to take 
something from us, we use whatever means at our disposal to keep as 
much as we can and only give the minimum ordered by the courts. 


Jesus on the other hand says be generous by your giving. If they want 
you shirt, then give him your coat, or robe also. Give more than they ask 
- not less. In doing this you give honour to God in heaven. 


In a similar manner the custom was that a Roman soldier could ask you to 
carry his spear, or some other burden one mile for him. Jesus says be 
more generous, carry the burden an extra mile — without them even 
asking you to. 


Jesus then says; if anyone asks from you, give to him (if it is humanly 
possible for you). If they ask to borrow from you do not refuse him. 
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In setting out these examples Jesus was preparing the stage for a sound 
teaching by example. 


In all of the examples listed above we could have done what was asked, 
grudgingly, and fulfilled the “letter of the law”. 


However in doing these things with this attitude in our hearts, we were 
still really disobeying the “spirit of the law”. 


Jesus says we must clearly show that we are fulfilling the spirit of the law, 
without regrets. In fact we are so glad to do what is requested, we even 
go beyond what is asked for and bless them with extras. 


In the remainder of Chapter 5 Jesus expounds on the Old Testament 
understanding of relationships and how to act with people. His teachings 
on this issue was to turn the world upside down. 


In the Old Testament it was said to love your friends, but hate you 
enemies. It even said that some people in the Old Testament hated their 
enemies with a perfect hate. 


But here Jesus says not to hate anyone - not even your enemies. This got 
everybody’s attention. How could you not hate your enemies??? 


Jesus says to turn this whole situation around for God’s glory. 


ag Love your enemies. It is very hard for a person to continue to 
hate you if you show love to them. Jesus was saying that if you 
continue to show love to your enemies, then very soon they will 
hate you less until it becomes non-existent. 


a Jesus went on to say that you should do good to those who hate 
you. Don’t do evil for evil. You can use love to defeat all your 
enemies. LOVE CASTS OUT HATE!!! 


a Bless those who curse you. Here again Jesus was showing by this 
example not to return evil for evil, but good for evil. If someone 
curses you, then bless him. It will be the last thing they expect and 
it will get their attention. It will cause them to think. Why did they 
bless me when I did things to hurt them??? 


a Pray for people who kidnap you, or conquer you, or persecute 
you by force. Prayer changes things and situations. When you 
pray in these circumstances God hears in heaven and with act. 


In conclusion, Jesus was trying to tell the people listening to Him 
that there is a better way to do all the things He mentioned, which 
will give glory to God the Father and take away any glory for 
satan. 


As pastors and teachers we must always be telling our congregations the 
better way to do things, by our own examples and the examples of our 
family members. If they see us doing what is right there will be a better 
possibility that they will follow our example. 
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Remember, Jesus said the sheep hear my voice and follow Me. They need 
to hear and see the shepherd (the pastor) speaking to the sheep (the 
congregation) but also being the good example for them to follow. 


Pastor cannot be leaders who tell their congregations: Don’t do what I do, 
but do what I say. That is a bad example. 


We are told not to be hearers of the word - but doers also. Pastors cannot 
be speakers of the word, without being doers of the word also. 


Matthew Chapter 6 


Jesus continues the sermon on the mount in chapter 6 with a warning. 


Whenever Jesus gives a warning we should take it very seriously. 


“Be careful concerning your alms (your giving), not to do them in the 
presence of men, merely that they may see them; otherwise you will have 
no reward with your Father in heaven. 


Therefore when you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, just as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the market places, so that 
they maybe glorified by men. Truly I say to you they have already 
received their reward.” 


Jesus was making it clear that there were some people who were making 
their tithes and offerings this way. They were making it known that they 
were giving large amounts of money for this or that cause, or they were 
making announcements in the streets or in the synagogues about their 
giving to the temple. 


In all of these cases that Jesus mentioned the people were trying to make 
themselves out to be great. They wanted the credit for their actions. Jesus 
said that this is all the reward that they shall receive. 


Because they made their giving with the wrong attitude, they would not 
get a blessing from God. As far as God is concerned, their alms are 
worthless. 


What Jesus was trying to show the people is that God really does not need 
our money. He owns all the cattle on a thousand hills and he owns all the 
precious stones and gems that are in the earth. God does not need our 
money. 


But what He does need is for us to recognise that when we give, we do it 
in a humble manner. We do it in secret. It is a matter between us and God 
(and no-one else). 


What we do in this attitude of humbleness and gratitude, recognising that 
God the Father gave us His all, when He gave up His Son to die on the 
cross for our sins. This is the most awesome gift that has ever been 
offered up for mankind. It is a gift that we cannot repay. 


So when we give in this spiritual attitude, God sees the intentions of our 
hearts in secret but He rewards us openly in public. 
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Jesus even says that the widow woman who gave just a penny in fact 
gave more than anyone else. Others gave out of their abundance, but she 
gave all that she had. She made a sacrificial offering. 


In the next section Jesus goes on to deal with our attitudes to prayer. 


It was customary at the time of Jesus Christ, for men to be seen in the 

synagogues making a spectacle of themselves when they prayed. Jesus 
even makes a comparison in one of His parables about the Pharisee and 
the Tax Collector who come to pray at the temple. 


The Pharisee tells anybody who is listening how good he is, how he does 
this for God and that for God, how righteous he is, etc. He is in fact just 
blowing his own trumpet, not praying to God at all. 


On the other hand, the Tax Collector come in humbleness, stating that he 
is a sinner, that he is not worthy to come to the synagogue and pray to 
God, or ask God for anything, even for forgiveness. But he believes in 
God’s mercy and compassion, therefore he comes and pours out his heart 
before the Lord. 


Jesus asks the question: Which prayer will be heard by God and 
answered? Obviously it is the prayer of the sinner. 


Yet it is the Pharisee who knows and teaches the law to the people. But 
even though he teaches this to the people he has failed to understand 
what he was teaching. 


This is a clear warning to us, as pastors and teachers. It is not enough to 
know the Word, but we must also understand the Word and put it into 
practise in our own lives; as a living example to those around us — both 
within the congregation and in the world of unbelievers in which we live. 


In verse 5 Jesus makes a prophetic observation | - in fact using the gift 
of Revelation Knowledge He tells of future events. 


Jesus says this: Do not pray standing at street corners so that you can be 
seen by men. Truly I say to you that they have already received their 
reward. 


Jesus was saying that there will come a time in the future when people 
will pray this way. 

People will pray on street corners, in clear view of the people and they will 
do this because they believe that this is the right thing for them to do. 


But Jesus goes on to say that these people have already received their 
reward (their answer to their prayers) They have been seen by men. God 
will not give them any further credit for their prayers, if they pray this 
way. 


Jesus was telling us that the time would come when there would rise up a 
religion who would pray this way. But Jesus said that the prayers they 
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pray by this method would not receive any heavenly blessing. They have 
already received their reward for these prayers. 


We know now who these people are and what religion they belong to. 
They worship a form of God, but they do not get any blessing from it 
because they do it for the wrong reason. 


The scripture clearly tells us that salvation is a gift from God — it cannot 
be earned by works. 


The scripture also tells us in John 14:6 I AM the way, (I AM) the truth, 
and (I AM) the life; no man (or woman) comes to the Father except 
through Me. 


You cannot get to heaven by believing on Buddha, or Mohammad, or even 
believing on Mother Mary. No Jesus is very clear in the Word. He is the 
ONLY WAY. He is the Door, through which we can enter once again into 
the throne room of grace. 


He is the only one who can forgive our sins by the sacrifice of His perfect 
Body on the cross - in our place, for our sins. 


Then Jesus makes a distinction for those who believe on His name. 


In verse 6 He says: But as for you, (the believer) when you pray, enter 
into your inner chamber and lock the door, and pray to your Father who is 
in secret, and your Father who sees in secret shall reward you openly. 


Jesus goes on to say: Do not pray repeating your words over and over 
again. This is how the pagans pray. 


God is not stupid. He does not need you to repeat your requests over and 
over again. 


Remember God knows the innermost thoughts of your heart. It is enough 
that you speak these desires once to Him and He will then act upon them. 


Jesus then gives an example of how we are to pray: Jesus says pray in 
this manner — pray like this; 


“Our Father, which art in Heaven” is the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer, 
but surprisingly enough the “Lord’s Prayer” is very similar to extracts 
from pieces of many Jewish prayers - all of which the disciples would 
have been familiar with and been able to recite off by heart. 


Jesus used the Rabbinical form of teaching, to indicate the process of 
“how to” pray. For example: In the Old & New Testament there are many 
references to the Law being given to Moses. 


That was all that was needed for the Jews to know that the person 


speaking was referring to the 10 commandments and later the 613 
Levitical laws. 
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Even today we use the same concept when we say: It says in John 3:16 ... 
We assume that the people know this scripture, so we don’t explode it any 


further. 


Similarly when we talk about sin we say Romans 3:23 and assume that 
the people listening know that particular scripture. 


Let us examine the contents of the Lord’s Prayer carefully, and see where 
it originates from and what Jesus was really trying to tell His disciples and 
the people sitting down listening to Him. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, which art in heaven” 
“Hallowed be the name” 


“Thy Kingdom come” 


“Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
(already being done) in heaven” 


Give us this day our daily bread” 


Jewish Writings 

“Our Father in Heaven” 

(Talmud, Joma. 76a.) 

Extolled and hallowed be His great 
name” 

(Kaddish Prayer) 

“His Kingdom come, His salvation 
spring forth, His Messiah come”. 
(Kaddish Prayer) 

“Do His will as if it were your own”. 
(Talmud : Sayings of the 
Fathers 2:4.) 


Rabbi Simon Ben Yochai was 
asked by his disciples : “Why 
did the manna not come down 
from heaven once a year - for 
the whole year ?” 

He replied :- “This thing may be 
compared to a king of flesh and 
blood, who had one son, whom 
he gave his allowance once a 
year, so that he would visit his 
father once a year only. 
Thereupon he gave him his 
allowance every day, so that he 
called on his father every day. 
The same with Israel. One who 
had four or five children would 
worry saying: Perhaps no 
manna will come down 
tomorrow, and all will die of 
hunger. Thus the Israelites had 
to turn their attention to their 
Father in Heaven. (daily to 
ensure that they received His 
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bountiful supply of food). 
Talmud. Joma 76a. 


“And forgive us our debts as we “Raba says: He who does not 
forgive our debtors” exercise his right to punish his 
(see also Matt. 5:23-24, Matt. fellowman, is forgiven all his 
18:21-35) iniquities.” 


Talmud Rosh ha-Shana 17a 


“And lead us not into temptation “Do not lead me to sin, temptation 
but deliver us from evil” and shameful behaviour ... Deliver 
me from the evil inclination.” 
(Night Prayer) 

“Lord our God, God of our Fathers, 
be it thy will to deliver us this day 
and every day from ... an evil man, 
from evil desire, from an evil 
friend, from an evil neighbour, 
from ill happenings, from the evil 
eye and from an evil tongue.” 
(Morning Prayer) 

“For thine is the Kingdom and the__| “For thine is the Kingdom and thou 
power and the glory for ever” shalt reign in glory for ever.” 
(Morning Prayer) 


Here Jesus was using the “Rabbinical method of shorthand teaching”. He 
was quoting the first line of many prayers that the disciples and the 
people listening to Him knew and could recite off by heart. 


He did not have to expound this line of teaching any further, because all 
those listening recognised the prayer and knew what comes next. 


Unfortunately, for western society and Christians elsewhere in the world, 
whom do not have a Jewish heritage, we cannot recognise the significance 
of what we were being told by Jesus, unless we are pointed in the right 
direction. 


Jesus was laying a foundation for the believers about “How to” pray. 
Jesus was giving them an example of the “technique of praying.” 


For those who want to know more about this they can ask for a copy of 
my book: “Getting Closer To God —- The Prayer Series”, which is a 
series of teaching sessions about prayer, how to pray, what to pray for 
(what not to pray for); why some prayers get answered and some don’t 
seem to be answered. [This booklet can be downloaded “free of charge” 
from my website at: www.cammbooks.com.au. | 
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Jesus then goes on to expound the teaching on fasting. 


In verse 16 He says: When you fast, do not look sad like the hypocrites; 
for they disfigure their faces, so that it may appear to men that they are 
fasting. Truly I say to you; that they have already received their reward. 


What was Jesus saying here? Should we fast? Yes, but not like those 
people mentioned in verse 16. 


In verse 17 Jesus tells the Christians how they should fast. When you fast 
do this: 


o Wash your face, and anoint your head (This is so that it may appear 
to men that you are not fasting). 


4 Fasting is something that you do in secret. It is between you and 
God. What God sees in secret he will reward. 


Fasting is very important for each individual and for the Body of Christ, 
especially as a Corporate Body of believers. 


There are some accounts in scripture where the disciples could not heal a 
person’s sickness by laying hands upon them alone. They came to Jesus 

and asked why they could not heal this particular sickness. Jesus replied 

that for this illness you had to Fast and Pray so that the healing could be 
completed. 


Pastors and teachers need to teach their churches “How to fast” and 
“How to Pray”, so that no illness or sickness is beyond their capability to 
see positive results, when laid before the Lord God Almighty. 


In verses 19 to 21 Jesus teaches on priorities and riches. 


Do not lay up for yourselves treasures buried in the ground, a place where 
rust and moth destroy and where thieves break through and steal. 


Jesus was saying do not lay up earthly treasures, because they have no 
eternal value; Neither houses, nor cars, nor other riches. 


With nothing did you come into this world and with nothing will you go out 
of it. You cannot take your earthly treasures with you. Nor can you 
prevent them from being attacked here on earth by rust, or moth or 
thieves. 


If you have treasures laid up here on earth, you will always be worried 
about them. Your heart will be centred around your earthly treasures. 


Jesus goes on to say that we should try to lay up treasures in heaven, 
where there will be nothing to take away from its eternal value, or destroy 
it. 


Jesus concludes that where your treasure is their will be your heart also. 
If we lay up treasures in heaven, it will be our focus and our heart’s 
desire. 
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Many Christians find this teaching very hard to practise, because they 
have worked hard for the physical and monetary things they have 
accumulated. 


But God says: Do not concentrate on this world, because we don’t belong 
here. We are just passing through. 


Jesus went on to explain about our spiritual health 


In Matthew chapter 6 commencing at verse 22 Jesus makes this 
statement about our spirituality - the spiritual health of our souls: The 
eye is the lamp of the Body; if therefore your eye is bright, your 
whole body with be lighted. But if your eye is diseased, your whole 
body will be dark. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, 
how much greater will be your darkness. 


The eye is the spiritual indicator of the state of our souls’ health. If your 
spiritual health is good, then it is reflected in your eyes. They will be 
bright and your whole body will be illuminated. 


This means that people will know that you are a Christian, because they 
will be able to see it in your presence, in your stature and in your speech 
and witness. 


Your spiritual health will suffer if your eye is diseased. If your eye is 
diseased then you will feel the effects of it in your spiritual soul. 


Many may find this difficult to comprehend, but this is what the Lord says 
and we must remember that Jesus Christ is the master healer, the master 
physician. 


Jesus tells us in scripture that He came to heal all those who are sick and 
who are afflicted by the evil one. Jesus in fact knows the cure for all 
diseases, even though some of the most prominent doctors say today that 
some diseases are incurable, Jesus says that all can be healed. 


In this set of scriptures Jesus was making the point that if you have a 
disease in your eyes it will affect your spiritual soul and it will prevent the 
light of the Holy Spirit from entering in to make you a vital Christian. 


Therefore your spiritual image, as seen through your eyes will be 
darkness. Now we must remember that darkness is a symbol of the evil 
one, because he is the prince of darkness. Therefore you must choose 
which master you will serve — either light or darkness. Jesus is the light, 
satan is the darkness. 


Verse 24 says: No man (or woman) can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and like the other; or he will honour 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon 
(wealth). 
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Again Jesus refers back to where your heart is focussed. You cannot serve 
God faithfully, and at the same time, be concentrating of your wealth, or 
your career, or anything else which takes your focus off God. 


Sooner or later you will have to choose, because you cannot serve two 
masters faithfully. 


As a result of this, you will find that you will either hate one and serve the 
other, or despise one and respond to the other. 


Jesus then expands upon this in verses for the remainder of this chapter. 


For this reason do not worry about your life, what you will eat and 
what you will drink, nor for your body, what you will wear. Behold 
is life much more important that food, and body than clothing? 


Jesus is saying: Get your priorities into perspective. Get your priorities in 
their correct order. Your life, your spiritual life is much more important 
than clothing or food. 


Observe the birds of the sky, for they do not sow, neither do they 
harvest nor gather into barns, and yet your Father in heaven feeds 
them. Are you not much more important than they? 


Look around you, look at the birds, notice that they do not do any 
planting, nor do they do any reaping, or harvesting, of carrying of produce 
into the barns or storage sheds, but the Father cares for them. 


God Almighty makes sure that there is enough water and food for the 
birds of the air to have enough to eat and to sing praises to His name 
daily. 


Are you not more important than they are? Don’t you think that you are 
worth more in God’s eyes than the birds of the air? 


God came down to earth in the image of man —- not the image of a bird. 
That should tell us something. That should confirms to us that He made us 
in His own image. 


We have three parts: a mind, a physical body and a spiritual soul. That is 
why we are so much more important to Christ and to the Father in heaven 
than all of the rest of creation. 


We are the only living beings on earth that has three parts - all the others 
have 2 parts only. They have no souls. Animals and birds have no souls. 


Who among you who by worrying can add one cubit to his stature. 


Jesus was saying: Be realistic. Show me one person who by worrying can 
make himself grow 1 cubit taller. A cubit is the distance between your 
elbow and the tip of your longest finger. This is a length of about 17 
inches. 


So what Jesus was saying was this: Can anyone of you make yourself 17 
inches taller by worrying? The answer is obvious. No-one can do that. 
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Why do you worry about clothing? Observe the wildflowers, how 
they grow; they do not get tired out, nor do they spin. 


Why do you spend so much time worrying about what you are going to 
wear? Why do you worry so much about the latest fashions and what you 
should be wearing this summer? 


Why do you waste your money on these unnecessary things? Take a look 
around you. Look at the wildflowers, see how they grow, they don’t get 
tired out by worrying, nor do they spin around in turmoil. They have 
peace and they are beautiful. 


But I (Jesus) say to you that not even (King) Solomon with all his 
glory was arrayed like one of them. 


King Solomon was given a double portion of wisdom, and he became the 
wisest man ever to live. He was very wealthy and dressed himself in 
glorious clothes, some of which were made with woven golden thread. 


This must have looked really special, but Jesus says that these wildflowers 
look better than he does. Why? Because the apparel given to the 
wildflowers was given to them by God Himself. The beauty that they 
display is to honour God. 


On the other hand the beauty that Solomon displayed was to give honour 
not to God, but to himself. This is not acceptable. Here again we are faced 
with this problem mentioned earlier, we cannot serve 2 masters. 


King Solomon had to choose. He had to decide if he would serve God 
completely, or would he put himself in the place where God should be 
sitting? 


As a result of Solomon’s decisions he was told that the kingdom, which he 
ruled in peace for 40 years would be torn in two after his death. 


As a result of King Solomon’s disobedience, by trying to serve two 
masters, it resulted in civil war in Israel and Israel being torn into two 
different countries called “Israel (the 10 tribes who rebelled against God 
and followed after other Gods) and Judah (the 2 tribes who remained loyal 
to the laws of Moses and the ideals given to the prophets) 


If we look at this issue we might say: This is no big deal, I’m just worrying 
about what I am going to wear. 


But look at the repercussions which can happen, when we allow 
something (even so small as this) to take the place in our lives where 
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Jesus should be the focus. It can have repercussions not only ourselves, 
but our families and all those people around us that we come in contact 
with. 


We are in fact a bad witness for God. We are not giving God the glory He 
deserves for the sacrifice He made for us on the cross. We have lost our 
focus. As it says in revelations: We have lost our first love. 

Now if God clothes in such fashion the grass of the filed, which 
today is (here) and tomorrow falls into the fireplace, is He not 
much more mindful of you, O you of little faith. 


Here Jesus gets down to the nitty gritty — the real issue we are facing in 
this situation. If we are worrying about these issues, then we have very 
little faith in our God and what he can do for us. 


Basically through this series of questions and answers, Jesus is drawing us 
to a point where He tells us that we have a “faith problem”. 


If He had come right out with this statement in the beginning, they would 
have turned off, they would hardened their hearts and not listened and 
learnt anything from His discourse with them. 


Jesus with wisdom uses the technique of “Rabbinical Teaching” to draw 
them repeatedly to the same conclusion. Jesus cares for you, more than 
all of creation, why are you worried about these little things? 


Then He gives them (and us) the answer. We have a faith problem. We do 
not have enough faith to believe that Jesus can provide for our needs. 


Then Jesus re-assures them in verse 31: Therefore, do not worry or 
say what will we eat, or what will we drink, or with what will be 
clothed? 


Why should we not worry about these things? The answer is in the next 
verse (verse 32) 


For worldly people seek after these things. Your Father in heaven 
knows that all of these things are also necessary for you. 


If you continue to worry about these things, then you are no better than 
the unbeliever. 


If you do not trust your God for these minor things, then how could you 
possibly trust Him for the major things, like your eternal salvation? 

Jesus gives the final instructions about what a believer should do in verses 
33 & 34. 
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But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you. Therefore, do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will look after itself. Sufficient for each 


day is its own trouble. 


Jesus sets out the steps and priorities for a Christian believer in these two 


verses. 


1. Seek first the kingdom of God. 


a. 
b. 


Make it your top priority. 


Do not allow anything else to have higher priority in your life - 
at anytime. 


If you do, then you will open the door for satan to come in and 
cause all manner of doubt and fear. 


. He will take away your peace, remove the light from your eyes 


and cause darkness to come into your spiritual souls. 


2. The second step is to make sure that what we do follows the 
righteousness of God. 


a. 


To be able to do this we need to know our word, as it is 
written in the scriptures. 


. It is our responsibilities as pastors and teachers to teach our 


congregations “how to” search out the truth in God’s word and 
make it an integral part of their daily lives. 


. This starts with the examples of our own lives — they must be 


righteous lives. The examples of our family members - they 
must be righteous lives. 


. The examples of our congregations within this world in which 


we live, but do not belong to. 


. Philippians 3:10-12 says: So that through this 


righteousness, I (you, we) may know Jesus and the 
power of His resurrection, and be a partaker of his 
sufferings, even to death like His. That I may by any 
means attain the resurrection from the dead. Not as 
though I had already attained or were already perfect; 
but I am striving that I may reach that for which Jesus 
appointed me. 


We have all been called by name and all of us have been 
called according to God’s purpose in this world and in His 
plans for it. 


. This is a very serious business, it cannot be ignored or pushed 


aside. 


3. All these things (that we have been worrying about 
unnecessarily) shall be added unto you. 
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a. Jesus says if you follow the two things I have already 
identified to you above, then I will bless you with all these 
other things which you need. 


b. Notice Jesus did not say that He would supply what you want 
—- NO! He said He will supply what you need - there is a great 
difference between these two. 


4. THEREFORE: 


a. Whenever you come across this word in scripture, go back and 
see what Jesus, or the prophet, or the writer of the Epistle has 
been talking about. Find out what this word is THERE FOR. 


b. There is a very special reason for this word in scripture. It 
means: In summary, or in conclusion. 


c. You need to go back and summarise what has been said 
previously, so you can then proceed with the next major point 
in the teaching. 


5. Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will look after 
itself. 


a. Can anyone of you know for sure, with 100% surety that you 
will be here alive tomorrow ready to hear the next lesson in 
this series? 


b. Do I know for sure that I will be alive tomorrow to give that 
teaching? 


c. The answer of course is NO! 


d. Jesus was simply saying, If you cannot guarantee you will be 
here tomorrow, why should you be worrying about it. 


e. It is a waste of your energy. It has not value, because you 
cannot change tomorrow unless you are alive tomorrow. 


6. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. 
a. It is better for you to concentrate on today and the troubles 
that you will face today. 


b. Use all your energy to concentrate on today’s problems, 
today’s relationships, today’s witness for Christ in your home, 
in your workplace, or in your community. 


c. Jesus is telling us: Don’t worry about tomorrow’s possible 
problems, concentrate on the situations that you encounter 
today. 


d. Make sure that in doing this, your actions are righteous, that 
your actions and what you say gives glory to God, and is a 
positive witness for the kingdom here on earth. 


Let us now continue from Matthew chapter 7, verse 1. 
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Now it is important that we always remember that when Jesus was giving 
this sermon, there were no chapter divisions in His message. This 
teaching message was a continuous message, which covers 3 chapters 
here in the scriptures. 


It was an enormous amount of information for the disciples and those 
listening to Jesus to comprehend in one session. However, let us continue. 


In the last chapter, Jesus had just finished telling them to concentrate on 
the things, which affect their lives today, not to worry about tomorrow. 


Jesus then continues with this command. 


Judge not, that you may not be judged. For with the same 
judgement that you judge, you will be judged, and with the same 
measure with which you measure, it will be measured to you. 


Jesus tells us very clearly, here in simple clear words, that we are not to 
judge others. Why? Because judgement belongs to the Lord; not to us. 


We are to try to correct, we are to try and encourage people to modify 
their behaviour, but not to judge them. 


If we disobey this commandment from the Lord, then the Lord will judge 
us in our situation and in our sins. 


Jesus goes on to say that whatever measure, or set of reference values 
we use to judge others, then these same set of values and references will 
be used to judge us by the Father in Heaven, 


It is so easy to fall into the trap of judging people, or even governments, 
but Jesus says do not do this, because it has a direct effect upon the 
person who does the judging. 


It is like looking into a mirror, whatever you judge against somebody else, 
and then Jesus will judge back against you. Jesus goes on to explain this 
concept even further. 


Why do you see the splinter which is in your brother’s eye, and do 
not feel the beam which is in your own eye? Or how can you say to 
your brother, Let me take out the splinter from your eye, and 
behold there is a beam in your own eye? O hypocrites, first take 
out the beam from your own eye, and then you will see clearly, to 
get the splinter from your brother’s eye. 


Why do you point out the small errors in your brother, but ignore the 
large mistakes in your own lives? These mistakes that you have in your 
own lives will impair your vision, you will not be able to see clearly. 


Decision that you make when you are like this will not be clear. Decision 
that you make in this situation will be wrong and will not give any glory to 
God. 


1. First make corrections in your own lives. Make sure that your life 
lines up with the word of God, before you attempt to help anybody 
else. 
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2. Now that your life lines up with the word of God, you will be able to 
see Spiritual things more clearly. 


3. Only then can you attempt to help your brother and help him deal 
with his small problems. 


Do not give holy things to the dogs; and do not throw your pearls 
before swine, for they might tread with their feet, and then turn 
and rend you. 


At the time of Jesus, the terms “dogs” and “swine” were references made 
by the Jews to unbelievers, to Gentiles. “Pearls” were references to words 
of wisdom. “Rend” is a word we need to look at carefully. 


G4486 pnyvuul, pAoow rhégnumi rhésso hrayg'-noo-mee, hrace'-so Both 
are prolonged forms of pqnkw rhéko (which appears only in certain forms, 
and is itself probably a strengthened form of é&yvuu! agnumi (see 

in G2608)); to “break”, “wreck” or “crack”, that is, (especially) to sunder 
(by separation of the parts; G2608 being its intensive (with the 
preposition in compounds), and G2352 a shattering to minute fragments; 
but not a reduction to the constituent particles, like G3089) 

or disrupt, lacerate; by implication to convulse (with spasms); figuratively 
to give vent to joyful emotions:—break (forth), burst, rend, tear. 


So what Jesus was saying to these Jews who were listening to Him was 
something like this: Don’t give any of your holy things to the unbelievers, 
to the Gentiles, because they don’t know what they are, nor do they 
understand the significance of what you are doing. 


“Do not throw out your pearls”: Do not speak words of wisdom to fools, 
because they will not understand what you are trying to tell them. They 
will ignore the wisdom and go on their merry way. But be warned they 
may turn against you and tear you to pieces. 


Matthew 7:7-8 is a scripture that every Christian should know by heart 
and understand. 


Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock 
and it shall be opened to you. For whoever asks, receives: and he 
who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the door is opened. 


Here Jesus gives us a series of actions and responses. 


Action Response 

Ask It shall be given to you 
Seek You shall find 

Knock It shall be opened to you 
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Stating this again then reinforces this. 


Action Response 
Whoever asks Shall receive 

He who seeks He shall find 

To him who knocks The door is opened 


There is confirmation of these promises, listed in two separate verses in 
scripture, so we know it is true. 


The alternative is obviously also true. 


Action Response 

You have not Because you asked not 

You could not find Because you did not seek 

The door is barred to Because you did not knock for it to be opened 
you 


Now these things may seem so simple that you ask yourselves why Jesus 
had to go over it more than once. 


The reason was that it was so simple; the people did not believe it. He 
was referring back to their lack of faith. Jesus was saying you don’t have 
faith to believe that God can do even these small things. How can you 
possibly expect miracles? 


Jesus then goes on to give an alternative example, to reinforce His 
teachings just mentioned. 


Or who is the man among you, who when his son asks him for 
bread, will hand him a stone? Or if he should ask for a fish, will he 
hand him a snake? 


If therefore, your who err (who are imperfect) know how to give 
good gifts to your sons, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good things to those who ask Him? 


Jesus was showing them through this example that God is greater than 
man, but even imperfect man will not harm his own sons. When they ask 
for food he will give them food, not something to harm them. 


Therefore God the Father, who is by far greater than man, will give much 
more good gifts to (his sons - whom we are - as we are joint heirs with 
Jesus) and He has promised that He would never harm us. 


Whatever you wish men to do for you, do likewise for them; for 
this is the Law and the prophets. 
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In another section of scripture this is referred to as the golden rule: Do 
unto others, as you would have them do unto you. In other words: 


a If you want men to treat you with respect, then give respect to 
others. 


a If you want men to be kind to you, then be kind to others. 
It literally means that you will reap what you sow: 


a If you show anger towards a person, then they will react with anger 
towards you. 


Enter in through the narrow door, for wide is the door and broad 
is the road which leads to destruction, and many are those who 
travel on it. 


Enter into where through the narrow door? The answer is enter into 
heaven through the narrow door. Who is the door? Jesus. 


Jesus also gives another warning here. Wide is the door and broad is the 
road, which leads to destruction. 


Beware that there is a super highway leading to destruction, to hell and 
don’t be misled, there are many who will travel this path. 


If you drive a car you know it is great to speed down the freeway, or the 
highway, without any major hassles. But the little narrow streets take up 
all your concentration, usually take longer and are not necessarily fun at 
all. 


That is why Jesus gives us this warning. Don’t take the easy road - it 
always leads to destruction. 


In verse 14 Jesus goes on to say that entering in through the narrow door 
will not be easy. The road to life (eternal life) is difficult — but not 
impossible, to those who put their trust in Jesus Christ. 


However, only a very few people will find it and travel this road to its 
eternal end. 


Therefore we must be always checking to make sure we are on the correct 
road. That our destination is focussed on Jesus Christ, and that we are 
receiving His guidance on this road from the Holy Spirit, reaffirming that 
we are on the correct path, towards eternal salvation. 


Some people thing that when we accept Jesus Christ as our saviour, that’s 
it we are saved — we don’t have to do anything else. This is wrong 
teaching. This is only the beginning of the journey. 


1. When we make a commitment to accept Jesus Christ as our saviour, 
Our personal saviour, we are trusting the word - by faith that our 
previous sins have been forgiven and we are no once again able to 
enter directly into the throne room of grace. Hence, we have been 
saved. 
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2. When we get baptised and receive the Holy Spirit, and change our 
life style and commence to follow the laws of God, then we are 


being saved. 


3. When we eventually are caught up in the clouds with Jesus Christ, 
when He returns to earth, then we will have been saved. 


Salvation is an ongoing process, every day. Hence Jesus told us to worry 
about today, not tomorrow. 


From verse 15 - 20 Jesus gives His warning about false prophets, false 
teachers and even false pastors. 


Be careful of false prophets who come to you in lamb’s clothing, 
but within they are ravening wolves. You will know them by their 
fruits. 


1. Be spiritually aware — that is the warning that Jesus gave to His own 
disciples and to those who were listening to Him at that time. 


2. He was making a prophetic statement. There will come after me, 
people who claim to be prophets, who dress and act like prophets, 
but who are spiritually black inside. 


3. They have come to destroy and steal, not to bring glory to the 
kingdom. Jesus said the test will be to see their fruits — what fruit do 
they bear? 


4. You have come to this seminar because you know Pastor Thomas, or 
somebody else, or you read some teaching material about Rani and 
myself and you wanted to see for yourselves. 


5. This verse applies to me also. You need to check that what I say, 
what I do and how we act and re-act to you and situations we 
encounter, if that lines up with the word of God and does it bring 
glory to His name. 


6. Are we in sheep’s clothing, or are we camouflaged, but really 
something else. You have to see the fruits. 


Do they gather grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? So 
every good tree bears good fruit; but every bad tree bears bad 
fruit. 


A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, neither can a bad tree bear 
good fruit. Every tree, which does not bear good fruit, will be cut 
down and cast into the fire. Thus by their fruit you shall know 
them. 


If a person can gather grapes from a thorn bush there must be some kind 
of deception. Similarly if a person can gather figs from a thistle, it is not 
what it seems. 


Jesus was saying, keep your eyes open and discern what is really going 
on, for these type of people are here to deceive you and that is wrong. 
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Satan is the master deceiver. These people really work for him — not for 
the kingdom of heaven. No they work for the kingdom of darkness. 


So pastors and teachers must be ever vigilant, to make sure that people 
who come into their congregations have come with the right spiritual 
attitude and that they have come to edify the Body of Christ, not to cause 
doubt, division or confusion in the Body of Christ. 


Remember the word says that God is not a God of confusion, but of order 
and of a sound mind. 


Ref 1Cor. 14:33 says: *?For God is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the saints. 


James 3:16-18 says: '°For where envying and strife is, there is confusion 
and every evil work. ‘”But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. ‘8And the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 


If you learn something from my teaching, it is because the scripture says 
that My word shall not return void. 


It will fulfil that which it was sent out to accomplish. That is the power of 
the word of God, spoken by a believer. It will accomplish what it was sent 
out to do. The word of a false prophet will not do this. 


Jesus then continues this warning in the following verses - from verse 21: 


Not everybody who says: MY Lord, My Lord, will enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Who then will enter the kingdom of heaven? He who does the will of 
my Father in heaven. 

It is not good enough to be “Sayers of the word”, “we must be doers of 
the word also.” 


Therefore pastors cannot tell his congregations: “Don’t do what I do, but 
do as I say.” NO! We have to be living examples of what we say. 


People within the church and outside of it must see our lives as a “living 
Bible”. It is what will draw them to the Father, by His Holy Spirit. 


Its said in the book of Acts that the Holy Spirit added to the church daily. 
Why? Because people saw what the disciples were doing, and recognised 
that it was correct. 


They recognised that it lined up with the word of God and it was not like 
what the Pharisees were doing. 


Your actions as church leaders must be such that you attract people to 
Christ. 
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Verse 22: A great many will say to me on that day [the day of 
judgement] My Lord, My Lord, did we not prophecy in your name 
and in your name cast of devils and in your name do many 
wonders? 


Then I [Jesus] will declare to them, I have never known you; keep 
away from me, O you that work iniquity. 


4 It is not good enough that you prophecy in Jesus’ name 


ao It is not good enough that you cast out demons and devils in Jesus’ 
name 


ag It is not good enough that you do mighty wonders and miracles in 
Jesus’ name. 


It is only those people who do the will of the Father, that will enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. 


Jesus then reinforces His teaching with a parable about the two builders, 
commencing at verse 24: 


Therefore, whoever hears these words of Mine, and does them, he 
is like a wise man who built his house upon a rock. And the rain 
fell and the rivers overflowed and the winds blew and beat upon 
the house, but it did not fall, because its foundations were laid 
upon a rock. 


And whoever hears these words of mine, and does them not, in 
like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand. And the rain 
fell and the rivers overflowed and the wind beat upon the house; 
and it fell, and its fall was great. 


Jesus was saying to his disciples and those Jews who were listening to 
Him: If you have been listening to what I have been teaching and have 
understood it clearly, and you put it into practise in your own lives, then 
you are like a wise man, who builds his house upon a strong foundation — 
which is the rock — which is the word of God — which is ME. 


It will not matter what trials or temptations which come against you, 
because with me as your foundation, you will be able to withstand all 
types of weather and all types of trials in your life and the end result will 
glorify Me. 


But one thing to notice in this passage which is very important. It is not 
good enough to hear the word and understand it. It is in the “doing of the 
word” that you bring power to your life and glory to God in heaven. 


Secondly Jesus explained that if you heard the word, but did not do it, 
then you were a fool and when the trials and the tempest comes into your 
life, you will be destroyed. You will be swept away to destruction. 


Now after Jesus had finished teaching these people with this sermon, 
which would have lasted a considerable time, there was complete silence. 
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It says they were stunned by His teaching. Why were they stunned? 
Because He taught as one with authority and power. It was evident in the 
way He taught them that there was something special operating in His 
life. Even the unbelievers could see it — could recognise that here was a 
man who had not only knowledge, but who had authority to speak out on 
these matters and there was a certain presence about Him. 


At that time they did not realise that already the Holy Spirit was operating 
in His life. It was only after Pentecost, when other people received the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit that they come to recognise the same glow in 
these people. 


So as Pastors and teachers, like the disciples of Jesus Christ, we have to 
learn, not only to hear God’s word, to understand it in the Bible and how it 
is to be interpreted today, we must learn to become living, walking 
examples of the Word, to have it 


CHAPTER 4 :THE MAN OR WOMAN FOR THIS GENERATION 


The scripture shows us in the Old Testament that God raises up a special 
person for each generation, a person called by God to save the nation of 
Israel. 


We have Noah, who had to labour for nearly 100 years to build the ark 
and save just 8 people, so that mankind would not become extinct in the 
flood. 


We have Abraham, who was called to leave his family and take his wife 
and journey to a land that God would show him, which was promised to 
his descendants for eternity. He was promised to become the father of 
many nations. 


We have Moses, who was called out of the desert, to return to Egypt 
where he was raised, and command Pharaoh to let the people go. 


As a result of this one man’s obedience to God, all the world of that time 
came to know who the real God was and the nations trembled in fear as 
Israel moved about in the wilderness for 40 years, with their God going 
before them, as a cloud by day and as a fire by night. 


God raised up Joshua, to lead the nation of Israel into the Promised 
Land and again the nations trembled with fear as they remembered the 
miracles which God performed to lead the nation of Israel out of the 
slavery of the Egyptians. 


Throughout the rest of the Old Testament and into the New Testament 


God Almighty has raised up special people for each generation, to 
encourage nations and to spread God’s word throughout the world. 
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God has not changed, nor has His plans and purpose for this generation 
and this world. 


Has God challenged you to get up out of your comfort zone and do 
something for Him? It may not be to go to the ends of the earth and 
preach the gospel — but in God’s plans it maybe just as important. 


God told Ananias to go and lay hands on Saul, who was blind. That is all 
he was told to do, but it was important in God’s plan for Saul, who later 
become Paul the Apostle, the author of many of the Epistles in the New 
Testament, a man who went to preach in many lands. 


Have you heard from God? If you have, then get on with the task that 
God has called you to do, for it is important in the salvation of this 
generation and in the generations to come. 


CHAPTER 5: THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEADERS 


There have been questions asked to me in the past 12 months from 
people here in Kenya and other parts of Africa about the days of the 
week: 


o How they were formed and 
o How they were named 


a What is their significance today, for us as Christians? Well I want 
you to look at scripture for some answers. 


If we look in Genesis chapter 1 we see that God created the heavens and 
the earth and they were without form (they were shapeless) and then God 
said: Let there be light and there was light. The light appeared. This was 
the evening and the morning of the first day. 


If we continue to look in Genesis chapter 1, we will see God create the 
whole universe and all its creatures in 6 days. 


Now look carefully at Genesis chapter 2 verse 2: 


(KY) 2And on the seventh day God ended his work, which he had made; 
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work, which he had made. 
3And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he 
had rested from all his work which God created and made. 

I want you to look very closely at this scripture. Which day did God finish 
His work? Was it the 6" day or the 7" day? 


Then “on the seventh day God finished His work” and then He rested 
from the work that He started before creation. 


Notice in all of chapter one it is the “evening and the morning” of each 
of the 6 days. Notice what happens to day 7. It starts, but then God rests. 
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God does not say, the evening and the morning of the 7‘ day, because 
God is still at rest, and will remain at rest until judgement day. 


Let us proceed further into Genesis. 


We see Noah called out from among the unrighteous to build the ark, to 
start his ministry, which took him 40 years. 


Today, we look at ministries and count how many people come to 
salvation under a person’s ministry, how many churches they plant, or 
how many people they heal. 


That is how the world looks at success. That is how some churches 
consider success. But it is not how God look at success, and it should not 
be how we in the Body of Christ look at success either. 


Do you realise that Noah worked in his ministry for 40 years, building the 
ark, evangelising to the wicked nation in which he lived, but he only saved 
7 other people and they were people of his own family. 


By the world’s standards, he was a failure. By some church standards he 
was a failure, but by God’s standards he was victorious, he was a winner, 


because he was obedient to the calling that God put upon his life. 
Now we skip though the rest of Genesis. 


We see Abraham called by God and told to separate himself from among 
his people and his culture and go to a land, which God promised to him. 


He was obedient; he went out from his family. But did he get the land 
that God promised to Him? No! But his descendants received it. 


In God’s eyes Abraham did receive that land because God saw his 
obedience as righteousness, even though he never physically set foot 
upon the land. 


God called Moses out of the desert to go back to Egypt, to speak to 
Pharaoh and command him to let my people go. 


Moses was a reluctant servant. He complained to God, he made excuses, 
but in obedience to God’s command on his life, he eventually went back to 
Egypt, but used Aaron as his mouthpiece, to relay God’s word to the 
people. 


Through his obedience, God showed him his purpose, to let the then 
known world know that there was a God above all other Gods, who was 
alive, who was powerful and who cared for and protected His selected 
people. 


Remember, God selected the Jews for Himself, not because they were 
better than anybody else, not because they were stronger, not because 
they were cleaner, not because they were more spiritual than anybody 
else, He chose them as an example, so that other nations would see how 
miracles and signs can follow those who believe, and are obedient to His 
commandments and His words upon their lives. 
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Now in the first 11 chapters of Exodus we see the 9 plagues, which come 
upon the Egyptians, but in the beginning of chapter 12, God gives a new 
word to Moses. 


From creation until this time, many hundreds, even thousands of years 
have occurred, but now a specific time is defined in scripture for the Jews. 


For the people who are soon to become a nation this is their starting 
month. This is where they are going to start counting their year from. This 
is their reference point. 


Ex, 12:1 (KJV) *And the LORD spoke unto Moses and Aaron in the 
land of Egypt, saying; 2?This month shall be unto you the beginning 
of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. 


This is a new beginning for you and this newly formed nation. This is your 
starting point. Iam ready to do something very special and you are to 
remember this forever. 


God goes on to tell Moses that on the 10" day of Nisan (the first month) 
they are to select a lamb, a perfect lamb, a lamb without blemish and to 
keep it until the 14° day, when they are to kill it, to roast it and to eat it 
without leaving anything over. 


They are also told to take the blood of this killed lamb and to put it onto 
the doorposts of their houses, so that the angel of death will Passover 
them. 


But the angel of death will kill the firstborn of any household, whether Jew 
or Egyptian, including all the firstborn animals, which does not have the 
blood sprinkled on the doorposts of the dwelling. 


God spoke the word and it happened, just as the Lord said it would, just 
like it happened in creation. 


God continued to speak to Moses for the next 40 years, but did Moses 
enter the Promised Land? NO! But God, through His mercy and 
compassion, allowed Him to see it with his own eyes. 


Was Moses a mighty man of God? Yes. But he was disobedient to God and 
that was enough for the promise to be withheld from him. 


So today, as we look at the responsibilities of leaders and leadership, let 
us take a real close look at one situation in the scripture and see what 
happens when leaders go off the track. 


Now we know that God moved mightily upon the nation. He opened up the 
“Reed Sea” (Known today as the Red Sea) and the Jews were able to cross 
on dry ground, but the Egyptian army which followed after them were 
destroyed. 


Moses, Miriam and Aaron spoke of the victory on the other side of the Red 
Sea and all rejoiced that God had delivered them from the Egyptians. The 
new nation of Israel then proceeded into the wilderness. 
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If they had been obedient to God’s word and God’s calling on their lives, 
the whole nation of Israel could have been in the Promised Land within an 
11 days journey. 


In the wilderness, the people complained about lack of water, lack of food 
and lack of meat. 


In each case God was merciful and through a miracle they were produced 
at the hands of Moses. 


But in the opening part of Exodus chapter 12 we see that even Miram and 
Aaron speak out against Moses - God’s anointed leader, God’s appointed 
leader. These are people of his own family, they are now jealous of Moses. 


Pastors, teachers and elders: Beware! Satan will attack you from within 
your own family. Be prepared for it, but “respond” to it, do not “react” 
to it. 


Let me explain the difference, as this is very important. 


If somebody comes up to you and punches you in the face, you have a 
choice of how you will deal with this situation. 


og Firstly, you can react to this assault by hitting the person back —- 
by giving as good as you get - in “self defence”. You notice that if 
you do this you are reacting to the situation. You are doing this to 
put things right for your satisfaction, not for God’s glory. This only 
brings glory to satan, by taking glory away from God. 


a On the other hand you could, “turn the other cheek”, pray for the 
person, tell him you forgive him and tell him that God loves him, 
just like he is, even though he has just hit you in the face, God still 
loves him. When you do this you “respond” to the situation and 
in doing so you bring glory and honour to God in heaven and stop 
satan dead in his tracks, because you are obeying the word of God 
and satan knows that he cannot defeat God’s word, or those who 
follow it. 


Now back to Miriam and Aaron. Verse 2: And they said: Has the Lord 
indeed spoken only by Moses? Has He not spoken by us also? And 
the Lord heard it! 


They were saying: Does God only speak through Moses? Isn’t it true that 
God also speaks through us? 


The answer was yes. He did speak through them also. But He spoke 
through them differently. 


But notice the last 4 words of this verse: And the Lord heard it!!! 
Guess what? 
Whenever we speak out against God’s appointed leaders, God is listening. 


Whenever we speak out against God’s appointed leaders expect to suffer 
consequences for our actions of rebellion. 
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Rebellion? Yes: whenever we speak out against God’s appointed leaders 
we are speaking out against the authority, which placed that person into 
that position. We are in fact speaking out against God. If we speak against 
God we are no longer following His word, or His commandments. We are 
now following after another god (with a little g); We are in fact saying that 
we know better than God does. That is a dangerous situation to place 
yourself in, because it always leads to trouble for you. 


Notice what happens and how God responds to this situation. 
Verse 3 reminds us that Moses was a very meek and humble man. 


Verse 4: And the Lord spoke suddenly to Moses and to Aaron and to 
Miriam. Come out you three to the Tabernacle of the congregation. And 
the three of them came out. 


Notice that all three heard the word of God. All three obeyed the word of 
God and came out. 


And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle and called Aaron and Miriam; and they both came. 


Again they heard the voice of God and they obeyed the voice of God. 


Verse 6: “And the Lord said to them; Hear now my words: If you 
are prophets, I the Lord will reveal myself to you in a vision and 
will speak to you in dreams. Not so with my servant Moses, who is 
faithful in all my house. With him I will speak mouth to mouth, ina 
vision, and not in similes (Images); and the glory of the Lord has 
he seen: why then were you not afraid to speak out against my 
servant Moses? 


Are you not aware that I speak face to face with Moses in visions and that 
he has seen my glory? In view of this why were you not afraid to speak 
out against him? 


God was saying to them. Are you crazy? Don’t you know that he is my 
special person? Do you think I will allow you to show disrespect for him? 


It then says that the anger of the Lord was kindled against them and the 
Lord departed. 


What happens when the Lord departs? His blessings and His protection 
departs also. 


It says that after the Lord departed immediately Miriam became a leper. 
Her skin showed all the sign of leprosy, which means she was no longer 
part of the tribe of Israel, she was to become an outcast. 


This was her punishment for speaking out against her own brother, the 
anointed one of God, the appointed leader by God. 


Pastors and leaders, we must learn to be God's servants at all times, even 
when people commit sins and offences against us. We are not to take 
them personally and react to them. 
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We are to remember that we are appointed as God’s servants, to perform 
tasks and services for the betterment of the whole Body of Christ, which 
brings glory and honour to Him --- not for our own personal satisfaction. 


Now see what happens next. 


Now Aaron recognised that it was Miriam’s sin which resulted in her 
leprosy, so he pleads with Moses. Do not let her suffer for the sin that we 
have committed. 


Notice he recognises that he has also sinned, because he listened to 
Miriam’s complaining and speaking out against Moses, God’s anointed and 
did not do anything to stop her, or to make her aware of her wrong 
actions. 


If we do not speak out to defend God’s anointed, then we also commit sin. 


Now Moses could have reacted to this situation two ways. He could have 
said: Well you brought this punishment upon yourself. You got what you 
deserved. 


But Moses went and interceded before God for the sins of his sister, even 
though the offence, the sin was against him personally. 


Moses cries out to God; Heal her now I beseech thee. 


God replied: Cast her out of the gathering for 7 days for being unclean (as 
an example to the whole nation) and at the end of 7 days bring her back 
in again. 


During that period of 7 days her leprosy left her and she was made whole 
once again. 


It says that the whole nation stopped for 7 days while Miriam was cast out 
of the gathering. It did not continue its journey until after she returned. 


Do you realise that your sins can have dramatic effects on others around 
you? Miriam’s sin has an effect on the whole nation of Israel. The nation 
did not go forward for 7 days. 


Pastors and leaders. We have to be so careful how we minister before the 
Lord and before the people, because it dramatically affects those around 
us. 


Now you would think that the nation of Israel would have learned a 
mighty lesson from this example that Almighty God put before them - but 
alas they did not. 


Let us look further into Numbers chapters 13 and 14. 


God tells Moses to select a chief out of each of the tribes, who will be the 
representative of the tribe to go out and to spy out the land which the 
Lord God Almighty has promised to their forefathers. 


So Moses selected a chief (in some translations it says a prince of each 
tribe) who was to go out and spy out the land that God had promised to 
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Abraham and to all their descendants, while they were in the promised 
land for 400 years. 


Moses selected the following people, from the following tribes: 


Tribe Chief Selected 

Reuben Shammua, the son of Zaccur 
Simeon Shaphat, the son of Hadi 
Judah Caleb, the son of Jophaniah 
Issachar Negail, the son of Joseph 
Ephraim Hosea, the son of Nun 
Benjamin Palti, the son of Daphu 
Zebulun Gaddi, the son of Sori 
Joseph (from the tribe of Manasseh) | Gaddi, the son of Susi 

Dan Gamaliel, the son of Gamli 
Asher Sethur, the son of Michael 
Gad Geuel, the son of Machir 


These are the people who Moses selected, the chiefs of each of the tribes, 
who were to go out and to spy out the land. 


Before they left on this important task, Moses called out Hosea, the son of 
Nun and gave him a new name. From this time forth his name shall 
be called Joshua, son of Nun. 


Note: There are several occasions when God Almighty, or one of 
His anointed prophets, changes somebody’s name in the 
scriptures. Whenever that happens, it should get your attention, 
because each Jewish name has a meaning. 


Now Moses told them to go up into the mountains of the Negev, to spy out 
the land and to go to other parts of the land and to see how it lies and 
what are the benefits of this land that God promised to their forefathers. 


And so they went and they saw and they brought back the produce of the 
land after 40 days - “a time of testing for each of them”, and Moses and 
Aaron assembled the people of Israel together to hear the report from 
these 12 chiefs that Moses had selected. 


Look now at their report.[Holy Bible, New Living Translation] 


Num. 13:27 (NLT) ?’This was their report to Moses: “We arrived in the 
land you sent us to see, and it is indeed a magnificent country—a land 
flowing with milk and honey. Here is some of its fruit as proof. 


Their report says: Yes we found the land just like God had promised it to 
our forefathers. It is indeed a land flowing with milk and honey. 
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Here was a praise report to the nation of Israel. The land was just like God 
had promised. 


“But” (Nevertheless) there is a problem. 
The chiefs now gave the report about the people in these places. 


Num. 13:28 through Num. 13:29 (NLT) 7°But the people living there 
are powerful, and their cities and towns are fortified and very large. We 
also saw the descendants of Anak (the giants) who are living there! ?°The 
Amalekites live in the Negev, and the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live 
in the hill country. The Canaanites live along the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea” and along the Jordan Valley.” 


Caleb stepped forward and said to the nation of Israel. It is just 
like God promised, Let us go up now (at once) against these 
people and conquer this land, for we are able to do so. 


Caleb still had his eyes on God and He still remembered the mighty 
miracles that God had performed to get the nation of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt. 


He still remembered that God had destroyed the whole Egyptian army in 
the Red Sea, so that they could cross out of slavery into freedom. He was 
saying, “Yes what these people are saying is ttue BUT GOD SAID: This 
land belongs to us, Let us go up and take it.” 


The others were saying: We can’t go up against them because they 
are stronger than we are. So they brought a bad report up to the 
people of Israel. 


Here were two different reports from the leaders of people, who both saw 
the same evidence, but saw it from two different points of view. 


o One saw it from God’s view: BUT GOD SAID: 
ao The others saw it from a Reality perspective: BUT WE CAN’T GO 
Look what happened to the nation of Israel. Chapter 14:1 


Then all of the congregation was in a commotion, and lifted up their voices 
and cried; and the people wept that night. 


Because of this bad report, the nation of Israel forgot the promises of God 
— just like that. Notice what happens next. The whole nation now starts to 
murmur (gossip) against Moses and Aaron. They are not putting the 
blame for the bad report on the leaders who gave it, but on Moses and 
Aaron, God’s representatives. 


They were saying: Oh I wish we were dead. I did not come here so that 
my wife and children could be killed by the sword, or raped or sold into 
slavery. We were better off when we were in Egypt. 


The whole nation are imagining things and complaining about things which 
have not even happened. Satan has taken this bad report and is using it 
to cause fear and anguish to travel through the whole nation of Israel. 
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How was Satan able to do this? Because the leaders did not put their trust 
in God. 


And it gets worse. Verse 4. And they said to themselves: Let us appoint a 
leader, and let us return to Egypt. 


What has happened to the nation of Israel? 


They have gone from following Moses through all the trials of the 10 
plagues of Egypt and the flight out of Egypt, to: 


og Murmuring and gossip against Moses and Aaron, God’s appointed 
and anointed leaders, 


4 To selecting another leader. They are now in open rebellion against 
God. 


At this moment what did the chiefs do who had given the bad report? 
NOTHING!!! 


But Joshua and Caleb rent their clothes in front of the nation of Israel. 
Then they said to the nation of Israel: 

a The land is a good land and if the Lord favours us. 

o He will give it to us. 

a Itis indeed and land flowing with milk and honey. 


4 Do not rebel against the Lord, for their conquest will be as easy as 
eating bread?’. 


a Their strength has left them7®, 


a And the Lord is with us, fear them not. 


What did the nation of Israel do? Did they believe this truth? NO!!! They 
now conspired to stone Joshua and Caleb to death. 


The nation of Israel had now gone one step further away from God’s 
appointed plan for them. They were now going to commit murder. They 
were going to kill these two leaders because they told the truth. 


What happens next? 


God appears in a cloud in the tabernacle of the congregation before the 
whole nation of Israel. 


Look at what God says to Moses in verse 11. 


How long will they not believe me for all the signs which I have done 
among them? I will destroy them all and I will make a new nation from 
you Moses and it will be a greater nation that this one. 


77 In Aramaic, when a task is simple or easy, it is said it is like eating bread 


*8 Their strength had left them because word had travelled to them about how the God of the Israelites 
had opened the Red Sea and had allowed them to walk across it on dry land and had then drowned 
the whole Egyptian army. They knew that the Israelites were at their borders and they were shivering 
in their boots. 
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God was saying: I have had enough! The leaders don’t trust me, the 
people don’t trust me. They want to kill the only 2 people who went and 
saw the land who believe me. That’s it I’ve had enough - Its Finished.!!! 


God could have done what He said, right there and then. He could have 
wiped out the whole nation of Israel and started again. 


BUT MOSES said some very interesting things to God Almighty. Moses 
reasoned with God. He told Him that if God did this terrible thing, the 
Egyptians and all the nations round about would hear of it and they would 
say that God killed these people because he could not deliver them into 
the land that he had promised to their forefathers. This in fact would 
mean that God had failed. 


Moses goes on to remind God Almighty that he is a God of forgiveness, a 
God of mercy and a God of long suffering, but who passes the sins of the 
fathers onto their children for four generations. Moses pleads with God to 
forgive the nation of Israel. 


God’s response to this prayer has been the same right throughout 
eternity. 


“I have forgiven them according to your word.” And the whole world will 
see the glory of the Lord. 


BUT there is going to be a penalty to those who have sinned against me. 
For those men who have witnessed the ten miracles I have performed to 
get them out of Egypt and in this wilderness, none of them shall see the 
promised land, especially those ten who provoked me (with their bad 
reports). 


Because you waited for 40 days for the report to come back to you, then 
shall you wander in the wilderness one year for each day. (40 years you 
shall wander in the desert). 


None of these leaders, who went in to spy out the land, except Joshua and 
Caleb shall enter the Promised Land. 


That night they turned away from the Promised Land and the 10 leaders 
who spoke a bad report against God Almighty before Moses and the nation 
of Israel died. (Verse37) But Joshua and Caleb, who gave the good report 
they still lived. 


Pastors and leaders, there is a very important lesson to learn from 
this story. 


Whenever you are sent to do a task by God’s appointed, or by the Holy 
Spirit, you must learn to see things as God sees them - not as the world 
sees them. 


Whenever you see things as God sees them there is victory. When you 
look at things as the world sees them there is always doubt, fear and 
eventually rebellion. 
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Even 40 years later when Joshua led the tribe of Israel (the children of 
those who left Egypt) across the Jordan into the land God had promised, 
the people there remembered what had happened to the nation of Egypt. 


They even knew that God had protected these children for 40 years in the 
desert, providing them with food and not having their clothes or shoes 
wear out for 40 years. 


They were still trembling in their boots and as the nation of Israel came 
against them they were defeated, but only when Joshua went up against 
them when he was told to do so by the Lord. 


When Joshua went up against them in his own timing and using his own 
methods, the nation of Israel was defeated and many were killed. 


So today I wish to pray for you all, to receive that wisdom of Caleb, so 
that in the future you will learn to listen to the Holy Spirit, who brings all 
things to your remembrance, who will show you how to do the tasks in a 
way which will bring glory to the Lord and bless your congregations, not 
punish them. 


Yes. This is the important thing to realise. Your actions and your decisions 
will have a direct impact upon the Body of Christ, which you have been 
called to lead and nurture. 


Let us pray: 


Dear Heavenly Father, I come to you today through the blood of Jesus 
Christ your Son, which allows us direct access into the throne room of 
grace, and into your presence. Lord, today I ask that you pour out your 
Holy Spirit upon them. Give wisdom upon these pastors and elders, that 
you have called into this position of responsibility and leadership in all the 
nations of the world. 


Remind them once again that Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
and that is their primary task. 


Lord I ask, that you renew within their hearts, the vision that you have 
given to each one of them. 


Lord encourage them to move to another level of maturity in you, so that 
they may feel closer to you and put within each one, a burning desire to 
see this nation turned around for Jesus Christ — in fact turned upside 
down for Jesus Christ. 


I ask this prayer in the mighty name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER 6: WITNESSING TO UNBELIEVERS 


There have been many sermons/teachings about how to witness to 
unbelievers, so I am not going to try to introduce anything new in this 
area. 


All I will do is highlight some things which seem to work for me and if you 
will take notes you may find that some of these may work for you. 


History shows that people on the African continent have known about 
spiritual things for centuries. They have worshipped the “sun god”, the 
“moon god”, the “River Nile” and many animals, including the crocodile. 


There are many historical buildings to prove that this has been so and that 
people spent large amounts of money to make idols, to show their gods 
that they loved and worshipped them. 


But history also shows that none of these gods were able to perform any 
miracles. They were not able to heal people, nor raise people from the 
dead. 


In reality, they were all false images of the truth, which satan, his 
principalities and powers had used to lead people away from the truth 
about the God of Creation, and His true light for this world. 


Yes, the unbelievers know about the spirit realm, but it is the wrong side 
of the realm which has been their main area of interest. 


We have the responsibility to make sure that people know about the 
spiritual realm and that all spirits are not good spirits. 


Many unbelievers are told that satan does not exist. This is his greatest 
success story. By telling people that he does not exist. 


If they think he does not exist, he can manipulate their views through his 
principalities and powers without them even suspecting they are being 
manipulated. 


Some of the issues that he uses are: 


a Desire for fame and fortune: Yes, he will promise it — but he is 
the ultimate deceiver. He may promise you fame and fortune, but 
he never promised that you will keep it, or that you will have peace 
in your heart when you get it. 


a Internet and magazine pornography: These promote things 
which are directly against God’s laws. They may result in immediate 
gratification, but they cause long term suffering and never gives a 
person peace of mind or contentment in their lives. 
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a Gambling, drinking and drugs: Again we have temptations which 
cause immediate gratification but don’t result in long term peace. In 
fact the reverse is the case. In all these situations, it causes 
addictions, which not only affect the individual, but affects all the 
family members and the community in which they live. 


a Crime: To get money to supply their habit, people under the 
influences of satan’s devices will commit crimes against their own 
family members, or members of the community. 


None of the activities I have mentioned above bring any glory to God, or 
peace to the individuals or their families. 


One of the things that satan is trying to do in these last days is to 
destroy marriage and the family unit. 


Why? Because marriage is a sacred and holy estate, ordained by 
God Almighty in the Old Testament, for all time. 


Satan has been defeated in heaven and has been cast down upon the 
earth. His one desire is to take away from God’s glory here on earth, by 
taking as many people as he can, into his kingdom of darkness and away 
from God’s kingdom of light here on earth. 


He is known as the prince of darkness. This means that He has authority 
in this domain. 


As Pastors and Teachers we have to make it quite clear that there is a 
kingdom of darkness, and a kingdom of light. 


We have to make it clear that the kingdom of darkness is a spiritual 
kingdom and that this kingdom is real and alive and operating right here 
in Kenya and other African countries, in Asia and in fact right across the 
whole world. 


ag Whenever people accept or give a bribe, they are supporting 
the kingdom of darkness. 


0o Whenever people in the police or the judicial system do not 
follow the letter and the spirit of the law, they are supporting 
the kingdom of darkness. 


ag Whenever people place undue pressure on others, to do 
things their way, then they are supporting the kingdom of 
darkness. 


o Itis said that AIDS kills people — but Corruption kills nations! 


Remember that God allows people to be put into places of authority. As 
Pastors and Teachers we must highlight the fact that God is the judge and 
that God is the one who will judge them in their position of authority. 


We cannot take this role upon ourselves. If we do, we are in fact in 
rebellion against God’s appointed authority. 
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We are responsible for doing what is best for the people in our 
community. We do this by setting good examples of how Christians live 
and operate in the society in which they live. 


The scripture tells us that we will be known as Christians by our love. If 
the unbelievers cannot see love operating in the lives of people who claim 
they are Christians, then there will be no desire for them to become like 
us. 


If Christians do not show love to one another, then they are only “pretend 
Christians”. They are not giving God any glory by their actions, and their 
witness for Christ is in fact a “false witness”. 


We are told in the 10 commandments not to “bear false witness”. This is 
what “pretend Christians” are doing. 


So, one of the first things that we have to do is make Christians aware 
that the whole world is watching their actions each and every day. 


What they do, what they say, and how they react to situations that come 
upon their lives each day. 


If we are seen as “real Christians”, then the world will be attracted to us, 
because in the heart of each person is the desire to be complete, just as 
God created us in the beginning — in His own image. 


The scripture tells us that we are made in the image of God. That means 
that we have three parts. The mind, the body and the spirit (Soul) parts. 


The soul part of an unbeliever is dead. That means they are incomplete. 
Only their mind and their body is in operation. There is a desire in their 
hearts to be complete. 


They sometimes don’t know what they are missing, but they do know that 
they don’t have peace in their hearts. 


Others are not sure why they are on this earth, or where they are going 
with their lives. 


Our responsibility as Pastors and Teachers, is to make these things very 
clear, firstly to the Christians in our congregations, but also to the wider 
communities in which we live and operate our ministries. 


In some places I have seen pastors and teachers smoking cigarettes, 
which is a direct contradiction to God’s word, which says that our bodies 
are the temple of the Holy Spirit. 


If I ask these pastors would they smoke inside a church, they look at me 
horrified and say: “Of course not - that is a holy place where God lives.” 


But you see they have forgotten that God no longer lives in a building. He 
lives inside the hearts and minds of all those people who follow and obey 
his commandments. 
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Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, so it must be treated as 
a holy place. We must not put anything inside it which will take away from 
the glory of God. 


If you are a pastor, you set the example for all those in your community, 
both inside the church and also out there in the wider community where 
the unbeliever lives. 


You are God’s ambassador here in your community. You represent God to 
your community. 


You can be either a good representative, or a bad representative, only 
God will make that final assessment. 


But if you want to bring unbelievers into God’s kingdom in your local 
community, they must see you as an upright, honest, loving person, who 
does not get drunk on liquor, who is the model husband of only one wife, 
and not quick to anger. 


These things are listed in 1 Timothy chapter 3. 
Qualifications of Bishop [Pastor] 


1 Tim. 3:1 through 1 Tim. 3:12 (NRSVA): ‘The saying is sure: 
whoever aspires to the office of bishop desires a noble task. 7Now a 
bishop must be above reproach, married only once, temperate, sensible, 
respectable, hospitable, an apt teacher, ?not a drunkard, not violent but 
gentle, not quarrelsome, and not a lover of money. *He must manage his 
own household well, keeping his children submissive and respectful in 
every way—°for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how can he take care of God’s church? °He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may be puffed up with conceit and fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. “Moreover, he must be well thought of by 
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace and the snare of the devil. 


Qualifications of Deacons & Elders 

8Deacons likewise must be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in 
much wine, not greedy for money; ’they must hold fast to the mystery of 
the faith with a clear conscience. ?°And let them first be tested; then, if 
they prove themselves blameless, let them serve as deacons. ‘'Women 
likewise must be serious, not slanderers, but temperate, faithful in all 
things. !*Let deacons be married only once, and let them manage their 
children and their households well; 


The reason I bring this up at this time is that I know here in Africa it has 
been the culture for many centuries that you can have more than one 
wife. Africa has been developed as a polygamous society. 


But here is one of the clear distinctions between living a life according to 
God’s word and living a life according to local culture. 
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Whenever local culture is in contradiction to God’s word it must be 
discarded. 


It is to be discarded so that God can be glorified in the individual and in 
the lives of the community in which you now serve Christ. 


This will set you apart. You will be seen to be different. This will cause the 
community to watch you closely to see if what you doing is good and 
whether they want to become more like you. 


In some case it will cause strife and division in the community. That is a 
good sign, because now the spiritual battle of good and evil has begun for 
that community. 


God wants to show the community, through your witness that God is a 
good God and that His ways are the best ways. 


This may not be easy. But God is faithful to those who put their complete 
trust in Him. 


There are many stories in the New Testament in the Book of Acts and in 
life stories of Christians throughout the last 2,000 years to show that 
being God’s witness brings hardship, but ultimately God wins and people 
come to Christ as a result of their witness and suffering. 


God wants to reclaim the people of Africa for His kingdom. This is a big 
spiritual battle and you are warriors in this battle. 


To be good warriors you must equip yourself with the armour that God 
has provided for you in His word. 


Remember it is the Word of God which destroys the enemy. 


When Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert he replied: “IT IS 
WRITTEN !!” 


When Jesus said this, satan was defeated in that test, so he left Jesus 
alone and went to attack someone else. 


Another thing which destroys the works of the enemy is your testimony. 
Satan is destroyed by the words of your testimony. Be always ready to 
give your testimony and to encourage people in your church services to do 
the same. 


By this witness of what Christ has done in the lives of believers others are 
encouraged and the unbelievers are given extra things to think about 
which quickens their spirits. 


When you quote scripture you are in fact planting seeds into the hearts of 
the unbelievers. You are awakening their spirits, which have been dead for 
So long. 


This is the first step towards salvation. Many pastors fall into the trap of 
telling unbelievers that they are sinners and that they are going to hell. 


What they are saying is in fact true — but is not done with an attitude of 
love. This method of witnessing brings minimal results. 
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A more successful method is be a witness in the community which causes 
the unbeliever to become interested in your lifestyle and from that witness 
will cause them to ask you questions. 


Whenever an unbeliever asks you a question you have the right and the 
ability to plant seeds into their hearts and minds. 


The Holy Spirit has promised that He will give you the answers to give to 
the unbeliever at this time. All you have to do is ask Him. 


Whenever the Holy Spirit is operating in and through you at a time of 
witnessing, the power that created heaven is in motion. 


Your answers will have an impact on that person’s life, which will bring 
them to a realisation that they are sinners, that they have fallen short of 
the glory of God and that they need to change their lifestyles. 


God works miracles through people who are willing to let the Holy 
Spirit move and operate in and through their lives. 


Because this is the case, all pastors, teachers, people in music ministry, in 
fact, people in all offices and giftings within the church community, must 
have the manifestation of the Holy Spirit operating in their lives. 


If they don’t then they are operating in the flesh and in their own strength 
and satan will defeat them. 


It is important that all Pastors and Teachers have a personal knowledge of 
the inward working of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 


I have made copies of my book entitled: The Gifts, Administrations and 
Operations of the Holy Spirit available for pastors and teachers to use to 
get a better understanding of this important part of the Trinity. 


This volume is designed as a teaching book, with an individual chapter for 
each of the gifts. It shows how these gifts operated in the lives of the Old 
Testament Kings and Prophets, in the life of Jesus Christ, whilst He was 
ministering here on earth, as well as in the lives of the Apostles and in the 
early church. Finally it identifies how these same gifts should operate in 
the churches today. 


Not only this, but it also looks at the 5-fold Apostolic Ministries, as defined 
in Ephesians 4:11, and why it is so important for them to be operating in 
the Body of Christ today, so that all Christians will reach a higher level of 
maturity. 


If there are not enough copies you can also download it free of charge 
from my web page. I will give anyone who is interested the web address 
after this session. [For all the readers, the web address is: 
www.cammbooks.com.au ] 
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CHAPTER 7: WITNESSING TO MUSLIMS 


In our last session we looked at the topic: “Witnessing to Unbelievers” and 
talked about the important things we have to do when witnessing to these 
people, mostly by our example, and how we cope with the day to day 
situations around us. 


This is also important when witnessing to Muslims, but we must first 
understand that they already have an image of who God is. 


It maybe a different image to what we have, so we have to witness in 
such a way, so that it does not offend their belief system. 


From an early age most Muslims have been told stories about Abraham 
(Ibrahim) and Moses, as well as Joshua and other prophets of the Old 
Testament. 


They know about the miracles performed by Allah (which is the Arabic 
name for God used by Christians today), and about the 10 
commandments handed down to Moses in the desert for all mankind to 
follow. 


Because many of these stories are told in the Quran, or in the Hadith, we 
have an opportunity to build on this knowledge in such a way that causes 
them to start to question their belief system and search for the truth 
about God’s word. 


As part of my engineering and ministry work I have been working now 
among Muslims in Saudi Arabia, the Sultanate of Oman, Thailand, 
Pakistan, Zambia and Tanzania and Kenya for more than 20 years. 


During that time I have found that there are basically three types of 
Muslims: 


1. Those, who are genuinely is search of God, and who are prepared to 
listen to any teaching which will bring them closer to Him. 

2. Those who have become “Mullah fed”, which means they don’t read 
the Quran for themselves and rely on the weekly sermons on a 
Friday in the mosque for their weekly “hit” of God’s message. 

a. These people are very similar to some Christians. 

b. They are too lazy to verify what they have been told, to see if 
it does indeed come from the Books, or whether what they 
have been told lines up with God’s word. 

3. The third group are radical Muslims, who take a more 
fundamentalist view of the scriptures. 

a. In many cases these people cannot read Arabic, so they have 
no way of verifying what the Mullah is saying comes from the 
Quran or not. 
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b. Many of them become politically motivated and manipulated 
by Mullahs who have another agenda. 

c. These are the types of Muslims who have been found linked to 
terrorist groups all over the world. 


Apostle Paul tells us in his Epistles that we have to know the enemy 
before we can defeat him. 


He said that no good military general would send out His troops against 
the enemy unless he first gathered intelligence about the enemy and 
determined where his weak points are, so that they can attack them. 


The same applies to us here. We are in a spiritual battle. Satan has 
confused these people into believing that the gospel they have is correct, 
and that Jews and Christians are the enemy - which must be destroyed at 


all costs. But you see that is not what the Quran says. 


Muslims believe that the Quran was given to Mohammad as a divine 
revelation and so it is in fact God’s word being spoken to the Muslims, 
through Mohammad, their prophet, their messenger. 


This means that whatever the Quran says, they must obey, otherwise 
they are being disobedient to God’s word for them. 


If we know what that word says, we can use it to ask them some very 
testing questions about their belief system and what they are doing with 
their lives on a daily basis. 


In my book entitled: In Search of the Truth, I have spent several 
chapters on this important topic, so that Christian Pastors and teachers 
can learn more about what the Quran says and how to use it to bring a 
Muslim to the realisation that they are sinners and the only way they can 
have that sin covered is by the blood of Jesus Christ. 


One of the first things I ask a Muslim when I am speaking to them is this 
question: 


“Are you a Muslim of the Mullah, or a Muslim of the book?” Many will 
answer that this is the same thing. 


If you know some points within the Quran, you can start to raise 
questions in their minds and in their hearts and prove to them that maybe 
that is not the case. 

The following points are extracts from my book : In Search of the 
Truth. 
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THE RISE OF MOHAMMED 


At a time when the churches had spread to all the known world, at 
that time around 600 AD, there was born a man, who was to 
introduce a doctrine, which would have a great effect on the world. His 
name was Mohammed. 


Little is known about his early childhood life, except that he lived 
and was raised in and around Taif, on the escarpment of the 
mountains in Saudi Arabia, (as it is known today). 


Taif, is at present a city of 50-60,000 people, the summer residence of 
the king of Saudi Arabia. A beautiful place, in which I spent many 
days, in my engineering consulting work, building the new telephone 
exchanges for the Saudi Post and Telegraph Administration. 


It is a town approximately 5,500 feet above sea level, a place 
where one can obtain peace, as you watch the birds continually 
sailing in the hot up-draughts that come up the side of the 
escarpment, from the Mecca/Medina plains, some 5,000 feet below. 


It was here that Mohammed heard of the messages about God as a 
child, about Abraham and Moses, about God's laws, the 
10 commandments, andall the teachings of the prophets. 


It was here also that he heard from a group of Arabian Christians, 
about Jesus Christ - His birth, His ministry, His miracles and His death 
on the cross, His resurrection from the dead, and His ascension into 
Heaven. 


It was here also that he heard about the writings of John, and 
the Book of Revelation, the book that told of the coming judgement, 
and what would happen to all people, who did not accept and believe 
in God and in Jesus Christ. 


But as is told by the Muslim believers themselves, Mohammed was 
illiterate, Ne could not read and he could not write, and unfortunately 
for millions of people today, he did not have the training, from 
childhood, like the Jews, to be able to remember a teaching, as 
accurately as it was told. 


So when the Quran was dictated by Mohammed, there were certain 
deviations from the original text, of both the original Torah and the 
Original writings of the early apostles of the Ingeel, (what the Muslims 
refer to as the bible) (New Testament). 
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But for many Arabs of that, and future generations, the Quran filled a 
hole in their souls, it filled the emptiness that was there, that the 
teachings, that had been passed down to them from Abraham, through 
Ishmael and the many generations, did not fulfil. 


It gave them an ordered way of life, it gave them a set ideals, the 5 
pillars, or goals to achieve, in their search for a closer walk with God. 


And so the new doctrine spread, not without its problems. Just like 
when the people began to preach the teachings of Jesus Christ, there 
was opposition from the established Jewish community of the 
Synagogues, so it was with the established Arabs, of both the Arabs, 
following the teachings passed down from Abraham through Ishmael, 
and also the Arabs following the teachings of Jesus Christ. 


But Mohammed found sanctuary in Mecca first, and then later in 
Medina, where the green mosque now stands, to identify where 
Mohammed used to teach his revelations, as interpreted by him from 
God. 


Because it was easy to follow with ordered prayer times (5 times a 
day) and regular teachings about God, many people who had up until 
now followed either the teachings of the God of Abraham, or the teachings 
of Jesus Christ, changed and commenced to follow the teachings of 
Mohammed and the sayings as defined in the Quran. 


The Quran did not deny the existence of God, it did not deny that the 
prophets of God had come to the lands and given God's instructions to his 
people. It did not deny that Jesus Christ was born, or that he was able 
to perform miracles. In fact it encouraged a devout Muslim to read the 
Torah and the Bible, if they wanted to search and know more about 
God, His power and his promises for his chosen people. But as people did 
read all three books they commenced to find differences in the accounts of 
events, which were hard to explain. 


If when reading the bible one found something which did not agree 
with the Quran, then the person was faced with a basic problem :- 
either the bible was right and there was an error in the Quran, or vice 
versa. 


To overcome this dilemma, the muftis commenced to explain that 
the bible, as now being read, was not the same at the time of Jesus. 
The Christians had changed the text in some places to cause confusion 
and to cause conflict. This explanation was accepted by the vast majority 
of the Muslim followers and the Muslim religion spread rapidly 
throughout the then known world. 
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But even though the Quran recognised the 10 commandments, as 
being the divine instruction from God himself, as given to Moses, they 
did not follow them in their worship. 


In their call to prayer the Muslim recognises there is no God but God. 
This is the first (1st) of the 10 commandments. 


“IT am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. you shall have no other gods before me.” 


But the second commandment, as given to Moses is ignored by the 
Muslims. 

“You shall not make for yourselves an idol in the form of 
anything in the heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 
waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them : 
for I the Lord God am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sins 
of the fathers to the third and fourth generations of those who 
hate me, but showing love to thousands who love me and (who) keep 
my commandments.” 


The second commandment is quite clear. No graven images shall 
be made and the people are clearly instructed not to bow down to 
any image, or their children shall be punished for up to 4 generations. 


So with such a clear instruction from God, why did the Muslims look 
at the Kabah as an idol, and why do thousands of Muslims each year, go 
around and round the Kabah, in Mecca, in direct contradiction to 
God's word? Why do they face towards Mecca and bow down, in direct 
contradiction of God's words, as told in the 2nd commandment? 


No, that is not the case, I think they disobey this commandment in 
ignorance and that if their muftis explain this to them they would 
change their ways, so as not to bring judgement and punishment upon 
their children. And so it is with other things which are identified now, as 
contrary to the original WORD OF GOD. 


But surprisingly enough, the rise of the Muslim religion, was 
prophesied by Jesus Christ himself, when He was teaching on earth. 


When giving a teaching on giving and on prayer, Jesus gave this 
instruction, as recorded in the book of Matthew, Chapter 6. 

“Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness, 
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in Heaven. So when you give to the 
needy, do not announce with trumpets, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues (the Jews) and on the streets, to be 
honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they have their reward in 
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full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you. But when you pray, DO 
NOT BE LIKE THE HYPOCRITES, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues, AND ON THE STREET CORNERS, TO BE SEEN BY 
MEN. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in 
full. When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret. Then your Father, who sees what 
is done in secret, will reward you. And WHEN YOU PRAY, DO 

NOT KEEP ON BABBLING LIKE PAGANS, for they think they will be 
heard by their many words. DO NOT BE LIKE THEM, for your 
Father knows what you need before you ask Him. This is how 

you should pray:- OUR FATHER, WHO IS IN HEAVEN, YOUR NAME 
BE KEPT HOLY. YOUR KINGDOM COME. YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON 
EARTH, AS IT IS (already) DONE IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR 
DAILY BREAD. AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS (to you), as WE 
HAVE FORGIVEN OUR DEBTORS. AND LEAD US NOT INTO 
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE:” 


To the people who were listening to Him at that time, some of the 
things He was saying did not seem to make sense. People did not stand 
out in the street, at that time and pray, they went into the synagogues to 
pray. People did not babble long meaningless prayer chains, at that time 
either. 


But if you recognise that Jesus was in fact giving a prophetic 
utterance, to those people around Him, at that time, of some future 
time and events, then things start to become clearer. Jesus was in fact 
saying:- There will come a time, in the future, when there will be raised 
up a people who will worship as the hypocrites do. They will stand on 
street corners and pray, so they can be seen by men. They will have 
prayer chains, and they will recite long meaningless prayers, and expect 
to be heard in Heaven because of this. 


But examine the words of Jesus closely. Even the Muslims believe 
that Jesus ALWAYS SPOKE THE TRUTH. Jesus said that “they have 
their reward already.” they will not be rewarded by God in heaven” 
(because of their pride, they want the praises of men.) 


Jesus was in fact saying. I can see into the future, and I can see 
people who are praying to God in this manner, believing that this is the 
true way to pray, but I tell you now, so that when it happens you will 
know that this is in fact not the way the Father in Heaven wants you to 
pray. To God in Heaven this form of prayer is not acceptable and will not 
be answered by Him at all. Jesus was giving a warning to all those who 
were prepared to listen, understanding and act upon the words of Jesus 
Christ. 


104 of 125 


THE SECRET KINGDOM 


But that warning has gone on unheeded and God has not answered the 
prayers of the multitudes who pray to Him 5 times a day - which is 
a shame. This had continued now for nearly 1400 years, and still the 
veil is over the eyes of those who choose not to go “IN SEARCH OF 
THE TRUTH”. 


But you say that the muftis are right, the Christians have changed the 
writings of the bible and it is not the same now as it was in the early 
days before Christ was born, or at the time that Christ was on the earth. 
So now I challenge every Muslim mufti in the world with the following 
statements :- Go to the Islamic Museum in Jordan, examine the DEAD 
SEA SCROLLS, which are kept, not in a Christian museum, but in 
an Islamic Museum. Have the age of the scrolls verified to you, to 
determine their authenticity, (over 1500 years before Christ). 


Examine the complete works of the book of the prophet Isaiah and see 
how God through this prophet foretold the birth, life and death of the 
Messiah, the one to be called Immanuel, which means GOD IS WITH US. 


The evidence is quite clear, these writings which are in three 
languages, (written long before Christ was born) includes a translation in 
ARABIC. 


Take a copy of the St. James Bible, as translated into ARABIC, and 
compare the two writings. You will be in for a pleasant surprise. BOTH 
TRANSLATION ARE THE SAME. 


If you are an serious scholar, and you are “IN SEARCH OF THE TRUTH” 
you will have to realize, that in fact the bible has not been changed from 
the one written over 400 hundred years before Christ. It is in fact the 
Quran that is in error. 


Irrespective of this, if you are a serious Muslim, wishing to follow the 
path to God, then I can show you in the next chapter how the Quran 
itself, points the way to Jesus and how the Quran tells you to 
follow Him and to do the things that Jesus taught, to reach salvation 
and acceptance before GOD in Heaven, not through Mohammed, (the 
Prophet) but through the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 


The above statements spoken by Jesus Christ are also applicable to 
the serious Buddhist who is longing to receive the enlightenment of 
God's word also. 


Buddhists believe in the progression to the fully enlightened state 


by the good deeds you do and the many prayers that are offered to 
their many stone images of Buddha. 
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But you see here also the Buddhists also contradict the 2nd 
commandment of the God who created the universe. The Buddhists 
build images in the likeness of Buddha, bow down to their priests and 
they offer sacrifices of food to their unreal God. In this age of the 
1980's it is hard for me to imagine a person believing that placing 
some lotus flowers in front of a carved piece of stone is going to make 
their lives any different than before. 


If this Buddha is so powerful, where is the evidence that he was able 
to raise people from the dead, or heal a man who was blind, could 
not hear, or had leprosy. 

If, as a Buddhist you fulfil all the requirements as laid down in your 
religious writings is there any guarantee that you will be enlightened??? 
What historical proof is there?? 


These are the serious questions that all persons must ask themselves 
about their respective religions as we go “in search of the truth”. 


THE QURAN AND JESUS CHRIST 


As is known by all seriously minded Muslims, the Bible, or Ingeel 
as you refer to it was written approximately 600 years before the 
birth of the so called prophet Mohammed. 


You may be upset because I say to you only a “so called prophet”, 
not a real prophet, well read on and examine the facts for yourselves and 
let the Almighty God, the God that you believe in, the God of Abraham, 
reveal the whole truth to you. So that we both start this chapter 
together in the correct attitude to our God, let us pray together. 


“Our God in Heaven, who made the heavens and the earth, who choose 
Abraham to be the father of many nations, because he was a righteous 
man who walked with fear before you. Please open our spiritual eyes 
as weexamine your divine word together. Reveal to us the hidden 
truths which you have placed there, waiting for those who love you 
and want to Know more about you, open our eyes so that we may see 
and accept these truths, not because we have been told them by 
someone else, but because you yourself has opened our eyes to these 
truths now as we examine your divine words. Amen”. 


As a Muslim you believe that the Quran was given to Mohammed as 
the divine revelation from God Almighty himself and that it is your 
duty to follow its teachings to obtain acceptance by God Almighty so 
that when the judgement comes you will be able to be accepted into 
Paradise, which the Christians call Heaven. Therefore as a good 


Muslim you must try to obey the words of your Quran. 
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Let us examine some of the passages of the Quran and see where it 
points us, and as a good Muslim, you must therefore obey this leading, 
Or you are saying you believe the words of the Quran did not come from 
God. 


All Muslims believe that there will be a time of judgement, a time 
when Jesus Christ (Jesus the son of Mary) will come back down to earth 
to make ready for the day of judgement and all Muslims must be 
ready for it and able to recognize the signs of its happening. 


The Quran says this about these events :- And he (Jesus son of 
Mary) shall be a knowing sign for the coming of the hour (the 
birth and resurrection). Therefore have no doubt about it and follow me 
(Allah) [be obedient to ALLAH and do what HE orders you to do, oh 
mankind!] THIS IS THE STRAIGHT PATH. (Sura #43 Zukhruf : 61) 


And let not Satan hinder you from the right path. Verily he (Satan) 
is to you a plain enemy. (Sura #43 Zukhruf : 62) 


And when Jesus came with clear signs He said “I have come to you 
with wisdom and in order to make clear to you some of the (points) in 
which you DIFFER, therefore, fear ALLAH (God) and OBEY ME”. (Sura 


#43 Zukhruf : 63) The Quran says to obey JESUS CHRIST. 


In Hadith #42° and Hadith #65- Mohammed said these words (as 
told by Abu Huraira) Allah’s Apostle said :- “By him in whose hand my 
soul is, (Jesus son of Mary) will shortly descend amongst you Muslims as 
a just ruler”. 


In this statement by Mohammed, he himself said that Jesus would 
descend among the Muslims as a RULER, not an Apostle, not a Prophet, 
but a RULER. 


You of course know that a ruler is a person in authority and must 
be obeyed if you are to live a just and peaceful life. How much more 
must we obey aruler sent from the Almighty God Himself and 
prophesied by Isaiah, Jeremiah, King David, and even Mohammed. 


If Mohammed says that Jesus is a ruler, then you as a Muslim must 
obey Him as a ruler, sent from ALLAH Himself. 


If Jesus is a ruler sent down from God then, as a good Muslim, you 
must try to find out the real truth about Him and what He said for you 
to do if you are to be accepted into Paradise at the time of Judgement. 


Many Mufti (Malwi) teachers tell their followers that Jesus did not die 
onthe cross, that someone else died in His place. 
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This is not true. Even the Quran itself does not say this. But let us 
look at that important point later as we continue “in search of the 
truth”. 


In Shahih al Bakhari, Vol. 3 Hadith #425 and Vol.4 Hadith #657 it 
refers to Jesus coming back to earth to be a LEADER and RULER of the 
Muslims. 


Now as a serious Muslim student I want you to ask God to answer the 
next series of questions for you. Why is God going to send JESUS again 
to be a RULER and LEADER of the Muslim nation??? 


Why is God not going to send a Prophet who appeared on earth 
before Jesus, or a person who claims to be a prophet, who appeared after 
Him? 


The basic question is ---- Why send JESUS CHRIST??? The Quran 
says that Jesus is coming back to rule and to Judge. No other person 
referred to in the Qurancan claim or fulfil these two function 
because no-one else in the Quran is given this authority. The Quran 
says that Jesus Christ is the WORD OF ALLAH. 


In Sura #3 At1-i-Imran : 45 it says :- Behold!, the angel said : “Oh 
Mary; Allah giveth glad tidings of a WORD FROM HIM : His name will be 
CHRIST JESUS”. 


The angel from God told Mary that the child she was to bear, whose 
name was to be called Christ Jesus was a WORD FROM GOD Himself. 


Can any other man or prophet claim that he is THE WORD OF 
ALLAH??? No; Jesus Christ is the only person in all of the Quran identified 
as the WORD OF GOD. The Quran also says that Jesus Christ is a 
SPIRIT from HIM. 


In Sura # 4 Nisaa : 171 it says these words. “Christ Jesus, the son of 
Mary, was an Apostle (which means a sent one) of ALLAH and HIS WORD 
which He bestowed on Mary and a SPIRIT proceeding from HIM”. 


The Quran in this text clearly says that Jesus Christ is a Spirit from 
God Himself. A Spirit from Allah, A Spirit from Jehovah. 


Can any other man or prophet claim that he is the WORD AND 
SPIRIT OF GOD HIMSELF ??? No, the only person in all of creation 
who can TRUTHFULLY claim this title is JESUS CHRIST. There were 
several other things which were special about Jesus Christ which we 
should also examine. 
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Firstly, there was the special way in which He was born. The Quran 
tells of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. In Sura #3 At1-i-Imran 47 it 
says these special words:- She said :- “Oh my Lord; How can I have a son 
when no man hath touched me??” 


I ask you to think upon this mighty revelation from ALLAH. Why did 
ALLAH select this unique method for the birth of Jesus Christ?? Why did 
ALLAH choose to interrupt nature and the natural method of childbirth for 
the birth of His chosen RULER, LEADER and JUDGE??? 


If I say to you that it was for a very special purpose that the 
Lord God Almighty, the God of Abraham, yes ALLAH Himself, choose 
this special way for Jesus Christ to be born. 


It was so that there would be no inherited sin is his life, passed down 
to him from an earthly father. 


Because of his miraculous birth, with God performing the miracle of his 
conception, Jesus Christ was born without sin. Can any other man or 
prophet claim to be born by a virgin birth or free from inherited sin?? 

No, only Jesus Christ can truthfully claim these titles. 


The Quran also told that Jesus Christ preached to the people from 
childhood. 


In Sura #3 Al-i-Imran : 46 it says these words :- “He (Jesus) shall 
speak to the people in CHILDHOOD and in MATURITY. And He (Jesus) 
shall be of the company of the RIGHTEOUS”. 


Why could Jesus be of the company of the righteous? Because he 
was born without sin and did not sin during His lifetime. Can any 
other man or prophet claim that He is righteous?? No, only Jesus 
Christ can claim that He is the RIGHTEOUS ONE. 


With all of the statements now laid before you from your OWN holy 
book the Quran itself, can you still say that Jesus Christ was only a 
Prophet??? No, I think you now may start to consider that maybe Jesus 
Christ is something more than a Prophet, but at this stage you are not 
quite sure what else Jesus Christ is. 


The Quran tells us that JESUS CHRIST lived on earth to guide the 
people to the TRUTH and to perform the greatest miracles. 


It is recorded that as well as making crippled people walk, deaf people 


to hear, blind people to see, healed people with demons and who 
had leprosy, He even was to raise people from the dead. 
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Refer to Sura #3 Al-i-Imran : 49. Who among men can claim to be 
able to TRUTHFULLY perform these miracles? No-one except Jesus 
Christ Himself. With all of the revelations about Jesus Christ, who is 
Jesus Christ?? The Quran says : “FEAR ALLAH AND OBEY JESUS 
CHRIST”. Who is this Jesus Christ that we must obey??? 


Sura #3 A1-i-Amran : 45. Says that Jesus Christ is the Word of 
God. This means that Jesus Christ is God's revelation of Himself to 
us. 


The dictionary defines “WORD” as a manifestation and expression of 
the mind, and WILL of GOD. The mind of God is what He is, His 
expression of Himself to us. The will of God is what God desires and 
requires from us. 


In order to get a better and fuller understanding of what and who 
Jesus Christ really is, let us examine some passages from both the 
Quran and the Ingeel (Bible). 


The particular edition of the Quran used for these texts is published 
by Dar Al-Kitab Al Masri and the particular edition of the Ingeel is 
the New International Version (NIV) published by Zondervan. As you 
read these two sets of scriptures I pray that the Lord God Himself will 
start to open your spiritual eyes to the truth of these words and allow 
you to understand the real purpose of why Jesus Christ came to earth 


MARY'S MIRACULOUS PREGNANCY 


Sura #21 Anbiyaa : 91 Matthew 1:20b-21 
“And [remember] her who “Joseph, Son of David, do not be 
guarded her chastity: afraid to take Mary home as your 
We breathed into her of Our wife, because what is conceived in 
Spirit, and We made her and her her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
son as a sign for all peoples”. give birth to a son and you are to 
give him the name Jesus because 
he will save his people from their 
sins”. 


Both documents confirm that it was Mary that gave birth and that birth 
was to be special and the son born to her was to be called JESUS 
CHRIST a name given to her by an angel from God even BEFORE the 
child was born. Not many people can claim that there name was chosen 
by God Himself, before their birth and told to their parents before the 
child is born. 
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Sura #19 Maryam :20, 21 


Luke 1:30-32, 34 


She said, “How shall I have a 
son, seeing that no man has 
touched me, and I am not 
unchaste?” 


30 But the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favor with God. 

31 You will be with child and 
give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus. 

32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of 
his father David, 

34 "How will this be," Mary 
asked the angel, "since Iama 
virgin?" 


Again we see that both books confirm that Mary was a virgin who was 
especially chosen by God to be the Mother of Jesus Christ. Both books 
confirm that God performed a miracle in the birth of Jesus Christ. 


CHRIST BLESSED 


Sura # 19 Maryam : 30, 31 


Matthew 21:9 


“He said: “I am indeed a servant 
of God: he hath given me 
Revelation and made me a Prophet: 
and He hath blessed me 
wheresoever I bee and hath 
enjoined on me prayer and charity 
as I live”. 


9 The crowds that went ahead 
of him and those that followed 
shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David!" "Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in 
the highest!" 


In this series of scriptures we see that God blesses Jesus Christ, that 
He is given Revelation (visions) about things which existed at that time 
and visions about things which were to come in the future. For us to 
obey Jesus Christ we must become aware of what those visions 
say and what we as individual people, who fear God (ALLAH) must do 


to be in the perfect will of God. 
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Sura # 2 Bakara : 253 


Luke 4:1 


“,«. 1O Jesus, the son of Mary, 
We give clear [Signs] and 
strengthened him with the Holy 
Spirit ....” 


4:1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan and was 
led by the Spirit in the desert, 


Here we see that God gave to Jesus Christ power by giving Him the 
Holy Spirit. The power of the Holy Spirit gives you the ability to stand 
firm against Satan (your enemy) and defeat him, when he tempts you to 
do evil things. The Bible says each individual person can receive the Holy 


Spirit from God, if they believe also. 


JESUS' SINLESS NATURE 


Sura # 19 Maryam : 17, 19 


Hebrews 4:15: 7:28 


“We sent unto her Our Spirit and 
it assumed for her the likeness of a 
perfect man. I am the messenger of 
the Lord that I may bestow on you 
a faultless son.” 


15 For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are--yet was 
without sin. 


28 For the law appoints as high 
priests men who are weak; but the 
oath, which came after the law, 
appointed the Son, who has been 
made perfect forever. 


As was Said earlier Jesus was special in that He was born without sin, a 
perfect man, faultless before the eyes of God forever. 

Because Jesus was perfect in the eyes of God, charged with the power 
of the Holy Spirit, He was able to perform many marvellous miracles, as 
shown in the following passages of scripture. 


JESUS MIRACLES 


Sura # 2 Bakara: 87 


John 3:2 


“We gave Jesus the son of Mary 
clear [signs] and strengthened Him 
with the Holy Spirit”. 


2 He came to Jesus at night and 
said, "Rabbi, we know you are a 
teacher who has come from God. 
For no one could perform the 
miraculous signs you are doing if 
God were not with him." 
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Sura # 29 Ankabut : 50 


“Yet they say: ‘Why are not signs 
sent down to him from his Lord? Say: 
‘The Signs are indeed with God: and I 
am indeed a clear warner”. 


In this passage we also get an indication of the fact that Jesus Christ 


KNOWS what will happen in the future. 


For this reason alone, we 


need to study His teachings, so that we know what events are to happen 
in the future and be able to identify them when they do happen and 
prepare ourselves for your ruler, leader and Judge. 

So we have to accept that Jesus Christ is the means by which we can 
be brought closer to God because He can be our mediator, or 
intercessor, through Him alone can you be granted access to the throne 
room of God Almighty and be granted the answers to your prayers 


and petitions. 


Why, you may ask? Well, remember that Jesus Christ is the WORD OF 
GOD, made flesh. The word comes out of the mouth of a person. The 
WORD OF GOD came out the God Himself. 


JESUS KNEW THE FUTURE 


Sura # 43 Zukhruf: 61, 63 


Matthew 24:29-32 


“And [Jesus] shall be a sign [for 
the coming of] the Hour of 
Judgement: therefore have no doubt 
about the [Hour] but follow ye Me: 
this is the straight way.” When Jesus 
came with Clear Signs, he said: ‘Now 
have I come to you with wisdom, and 
in order to make clear to you some of 
the [points] on which ye dispute: 
therefore fear Allah and obey me.’”” 


29 "Immediately after the distress 
of those days "'the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light; the stars will fall from the 
sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken. ' 

30 "At that time the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in the sky, and 
all the nations of the earth will mourn. 
They will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of the sky, with power 
and great glory. 

31 And he will send his angels with 
a loud trumpet call, and they will 
gather his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the heavens to the 
other. 

32 "Now learn this lesson from the 
fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you 
know that summer is near. 
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Sura # 39 Zumar: 44 


1 Timothy 2:5-7 


“Say: ‘To God belongs 
exclusively [the right to grant] 
intercession: to Him belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the 
earth: in the end, it is to Him that 
ye shall be brought back’.” 


5 For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, 

6 who gave himself as a ransom 
for all men--the testimony given in 
its proper time. 

7 And for this purpose I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle-- 
I am telling the truth, Iam not 
lying--and a teacher of the true 
faith to the Gentiles. 


WORD OF GOD 


Sura # 3 Al-I-Imran :45 


John 1:1, 14 


“Behold!” the angels said: “O 
Mary! Allah giveth thee glad tidings 
of a Word from Him: His name will 
be Jesus Christ.” 


John 1:1 In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 


14 The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the 
One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 


As has been stated in the words previously, Jesus Christ is our only 
means of gaining access to God Himself, and Jesus can act as our 
intercessor to God Almighty, if we believe in Him and ask Him to do so. 


But many people today are told this is not the case, but we can see 
from the word itself what is really true. 


Many people are told that Jesus Christ did not die, but was raised up 
to Heaven before death. The QURAN DOES NOT SAY THIS!!! 


The Quran clearly says that Jesus Christ shall die. The Quran then 
goes on to say that God will exalt Him and raise Him up to Himself. This 
means that Jesus Christ first has to die. THEN BE RAISED FROM THE 
DEAD, and then BE RAISED UP TO HEAVEN, to be exalted above all other 


Gods. 
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Sura # 3 Ali-I-Imran: 55 


Philippians 2:8-9 


“When Allah said: ‘O Jesus I will 
cause you to die and exalt you in 
My presence and clear you of those 
who disbelieve and make those 
who follow you above those who 
disbelieve to the day of resurrection 


n 
. 


8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to 
death-- even death on a cross! 


RESURRECTION OF JESUS 


Sura # 3 Ali-I-Imran : 55 


1. Corinthians 15:3-5 


“When Allah said: ‘O Jesus, I will 
cause you to die and to exalt you in 
My presence ....”. 


3 For what I received I passed 
on to you as of first importance : 
that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 

4 that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 

5 and that he appeared to Peter, 
and then to the Twelve. 


ASCENDED AFTER DEATH 


Sura # 3 Ali-I-Imran: 55 


Ephesians 1:19-21 


“.... O Jesus! I will take you and 
raise you to Myself a 


19 and his incomparably great 
power for us who believe. That 
power is like the working of his 
mighty strength, 

20 which he exerted in Christ 
when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 

21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, 
and every title that can be given, 
not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 


AUTHOR OF CREATION 
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Sura # 5 Maida: 113, 114 


Colossians 1:16-17 


“Then God will say, “O Jesus son of 
Mary! Recount my favour to thee and 
to thy mother. Behold, I strengthened 
thee with the Holy Spirit, so thou 
didst speak to the people in childhood 
and in maturity. Behold, I taught thee 
the Book of Wisdom, the Law and the 
Gospel. And behold! Thou makes out 
of clay, as it were the figure of a bird, 
by My leave, and you breathest into 
it, and it becometh a bird, by My 
leave. And thou healest those born 
blind, and the lepers, by My leave. 
And behold! Thou bringest forth the 
dead, by My leave,” 


16 For by him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things 
were created by him and for him. 

17 He is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 


John 1:3-4 


Through him all things were 
made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 

4 In him was life, and that 
life was the light of men. 


We see that to Jesus is given the authority to be the giver of life. Iam 
not telling you something from the bible here that is not also included in 
the Quran. The Quran clearly says that by the leave of Allah, (God 
Himself), Jesus Christ is given power over death. Jesus Christ is given 
the power to bring people back to spiritual and physical life after they 
have died. Can any other man or prophet mentioned in the Quran or the 
Bible make this claim?? No, only Jesus Christ can truthfully claim these 
things because God Himself has given to Him, and only Him this authority. 
So we see that Jesus Christ was more than a Prophet. 


JESUS IS GREATER THAN THE ANGELS 


Heb. 1:4 says 


:- “Jesus became as much superior to the angels as 


the name He has inherited is superior to theirs.” 

Jesus is looked upon in Heaven with authority that is higher than that 
of the angels. Why? Because He is greater than the angels. He sits at 
the right hand of God Himself, continually acting as the intercessor of 
those people who believe on His name and the sacrifice He made on 


the cross for us. 
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JESUS WAS GREATER THAN ABRAHAM. 


John 8:58 says :- “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before 
Abraham was born, I am”. 


JESUS WAS GREATER THAN MOSES. 


Heb. 3:3 says :- “Jesus has been found worthy of greater honour 
than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honour than the 
house itself”. 


Jesus said to God, as recorded in the Gospel of John 8:23, these words 
: “Glorify Me In Your Presence With The Glory I Had With You Before 
The World Began.” 


Jesus said to his followers, his disciplines :- “You are from below; I AM 
from above. You are of this world; Iam not of this world”. (John 
8:23) 


Jesus was saying I am not from this world, but from another place. 
Jesus was telling all those who will accept the truth, that he was 
more then just on ordinary human being, He is the Son of God Himself. 


So you say, if Jesus is the Son of God, (I am not completely 
convinced yet, but just say if He is) why did God send Him to earth in the 
first place and what shall be the signs in the earth or the heavens, so we 
can be ready for His SECOND COMING, HIS COMING AGAIN. 


Yes, both the Quran and the Bible both prophecy that Jesus Christ will 
appear on this earth again. 


JESUS CHRIST IS COMING AGAIN 


Sura # 43 Zukhruf: 61 Acts 1:10-11 

“And [Jesus] shall be a sign [for the 10 They were looking 
coming of] the Hour [of judgement]. intently up into the sky as he 
Therefore have no doubt about the was going, when suddenly two 
[Hour], but follow ye Me: this is the men dressed in white stood 
straight way.” beside them. 


11 "Men of Galilee," they 
said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven." 
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But the important point in this passage is that Jesus says that you 
follow Him. To follow Him you must know why He came and what 
was the reason for His coming, so that you can prepare yourself for His 
second coming. 


So let us start to examine the scriptures and see if we can determine 
WHY JESUS CAME..... 


If we examine some of the early prophets of God you will see that 
they lived long fruitful lives. For example, we see that Noah lived 950 
years (Gen. 9:29), Adam lived 930 years (Gen. 5:5), Abraham lived 175 
years (Gen. 25:7) and Ishmael lived 135 years (Gen. 25:17). All of 
these lives, as recorded in the bible, were long and fruitful and God 
blessed them. 


In today's society however, the average age is about 70 years. It is 
now considered quite rare for a person to live more than 100 years 
old. If a person does live to that age nowadays, they are usually 
questioned by many people as to why they live so long Why is it that 
over the generations, man has had his life shortened down to only 70 
years?? 


God says that sin in a mans life will shorten it from its originally 
planned length. “The fear of the Lord adds length to Life.” 
(Proverbs 10:27) 


The proverbs were written by King Solomon, the wisest man ever to 
live on the earth. If he says that, then may be we should listen to him. 
What he was really saying is that to obey the laws of God and His 
commandments will add effective length to your life. 


In 1 Peter. 3:10-12 he says these words. “For whosoever loves life 
and sees good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips 
from deceitful speech. He must turn from evil and do good; he must 
seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 


and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord 
is against those who do evil. 


So what is sin? What does God consider that sin is? (not what does 
man consider sin is)??? Proverbs 5:21-023 says :- “A man's ways are 
in full view of the Lord and He examines all his paths.” “The evil 
deeds of a wicked man ensnare (trap, entangle) him; the cords 
of his hold him fast. He will die for lack of discipline. Led 
astray by his own folly”. 
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God defines sin in at least 4 different ways :- 


1. A wilful act of commission: committing an important 
act, not obeying or conforming to the law. 

“Everyone who sins breaks the law» in fact sin IS 
lawlessness”. (1 John. 3:4) “Therefore since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us”. (Hebrews 12:1) 


2. A wilful improper act of omission : Knowing that you 
SHOULD DO SOMETHING and not doing it. 
Anyone who knows the good he ought to do and does 
not do it sins.” (James 4:17) 


3. Rebellious principle or an improper attitude of unbelief 
or doubt. "Then after desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin when it is full-grown gives birth to 
death” (James 1:15). 

“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin”. (Romans 14:23) 


4. Improper state of being unjust or being 
unrighteous. 
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth (of God) is not in us”. (1 John 
1:8). 
“All unrighteousness is sin”. (1 John 5:17). 


It is clear from the scriptures above that the state of mankind is in 
very bad shape and needs a Saviour, just like a man who is out in 
the ocean in difficulties, he raises up his hand hoping that someone 
on the shore will see him and come out to save him from drowning. The 
world is like this man, it is drowning in it’s own sin. 


Man is in a state of ruin or destruction and under condemnation, 
under the sentence of death, both physical and spiritual death. 


“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no-one who 
understands, no-one who seeks God. All have turned away, 
they have together become worthless; there is no-one who does 
good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) 


God's standard of goodness is perfection, so He must judge us as 
imperfect etc. Manis totally depraved and morally perverted. 
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“Since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge 
of God, He gave them over to adepraved mind, to do what 
ought not to be done. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit 
and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, 
arrogant and boastful; they invent ways to do evil; they disobey 
their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. Although they know God's righteous decrees, that 
those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue 
to do these very things, but also approve of those who practise 
them”. (Romans 1:28-32). 


If aS you were reading that last passage of scripture, you 
recognised a particular item there which at one time or another applies 
to you then you must also recognise that you area sinner and that the 
penalty for unforgiven sin is DEATH. 


MAN is in a FALLEN state, cast down from the fellowship and 
favour of God into the pit which is under the control and power of satan. 


“But your iniquities have separated you from God; your sins 
have hidden His face from you, so He will not hear.” (Isaiah 
59:2). 


It says that our sins have become like a curtain between us and 
God, which prevents God from seeing us and hearing us. You notice God 
has not gone away, we have put the barrier between God and us. But 
God in His infinite mercy and compassion provided a means whereby 
the curtain of our sin which separates us from God can be removed. 


Romans 3:23 sums up God's analysis of man's condition. MAN IS 
SPIRITUALLY DEAD !!! “For all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of god.” 


This means ALL men. Because man is a sinner, he needs a Saviour, 
to prevent him from drowning in his sins. He needs a saviour which is 
more powerful than satan, so that he can be released from the grips of 
his sin and again be free to approach God's throne of grace and mercy. 


Only God Himself could provide such a Saviour. We have established 
that the penalty of sin is - DEATH. 


“You (Adam & Eve) must not eat from the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat of it, you will surely DIE.” 
(Ezekiel 18:20) 


“For the wages of sin is DEATH.” (Romans 6:23) Has God left us 


to DIE? Has God left us without an answer?? Has God left us without any 
hope??? 
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No!! God has provided an intelligent answer and the only possible 
answer to this question of our sin and our salvation. God's Remedy - 
INNOCENT BLOOD 


God said :- “Without the shedding of blood, there is no 
forgiveness of sins”. (Hebrews 9:22) 


Let us examine two examples to show that this is true and I am not 
trying to tell you something new which cannot be proven. 


Adam sinned against God, and God provided, through the sacrifice of 
an animal, a way to have renewed harmony between Holy God and 
sinful man. 


Once a year, Muslims throughout the whole world, celebrate the 
feast of Adha (Kabir). During this feast, every family slays an 
animal. They recall that God sent a young animal (lamb) to the prophet 
Abraham, to be killed in place of Abraham's son. Here in this particular act 
God has presented us with a picture of His remedy or solution for sin. 

God taught the principle of sacrifice by substitution. In sacrifice 
we need the shedding of blood. We cannot escape it, the penalty for sin 
must be paid. 


The question that we must ask ourselves is whether we will pay that 
penalty for sin ourselves by our own deaths, or will we accept 
substitution. Will we allow God to pay the penalty for sin for us 
through the sacrifice, as the lamb supplied by God in the place of 
Abraham's son??? 


The lamb that God supplied as a sacrifice for Abraham's son was 
a lamb without blemish. We need a sacrifice also from God which is 
without spot for blemish. 


God sent Jesus Christ, who had no sin, to be a sacrifice for our 
sins and the sins of the whole world. Jesus came to earth to save 
us from the penalty of death for our sins. 


“God made Jesus, who no knew sin, to be a sin offering for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:21) “Day after day every priest stands and 
performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this 
priest (Jesus Christ) had offered for all time one sacrifice for 
sins, because by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy.” (Hebrew 10:11, 12, 14) 
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So, we have established what God says about sin :- 


1. All have sinned. 

2. The wages of sin are death. 

3. God has provided a remedy through sacrifice. 

4. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the perfect remedy. 


We have the opportunity to have a new life, forgiveness of sins, 
all as a free gift. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and this is not your own doing, it is a gift from God. Not because 
of works, least any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 


So all this time we have been trying to find out WHY JESUS CAME?? 
Now we know. As was written in the Quran and in the bible, Jesus came 
to earth through a miraculous birth, with no earthly father, so he 
could not receive any inherited sin. Jesus was born without sin in His 
life. 


It was told in the book of Isaiah how Jesus would be born, at least 
14 generations BEFORE His birth. (Isaiah 7:14). The same prophet 
in Chapter 53 told how He would die and be abused for the sins of 
mankind. 


The Quran we have seen also confirmed that God Himself said that 
Jesus would have to die, and then be raised from the dead, and then 
be taken up to Heaven, to be exalted to a position higher than the 
angels. 


I have not introduced any new theology to you, I have only pointed out 
to you what God has revealed to me, and to many others, what is written 
in God's words. 


So in our search for the truth, I have brought you to a _ point of 
decision where you must now decide if you believe the words which are 
written in your own Quran. 


Jesus came to be your leader, Jesus came to show you the path 
to take back to God. Jesus said : Fear Allah and follow me. 


Are you prepared to follow and be obedient to the words of your 
Quran, which you believe are the divine words of God? 


Are you prepared to accept Jesus Christ as the substitute sacrifice 


for your sins, so that you won't have to pay the penalty of death for 
them? 
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You say Yes, but I don't know how to accept this wonderful gift that 
God has given me. 


This new life you are to receive is a gift from God. If itis a gift, you 
don't have to work for it, you don't have to pay for it, there is nothing 
you can do to be good enough to earn it. You just RECEIVE it. 


Realizing we are not sufficient in ourselves, we receive the gift 
which God offers of life in Christ. Romans 10:9-14 of God's Word tells us 
how to receive this gift. 


“IF YOU CONFESS WITH YOUR MOUTH, 'JESUS IS LORD', AND 
BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART THAT GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE 
DEAD, YOU WILL BE SAVED. For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
confess and are saved. As the scripture says, ‘Everyone who 
trusts in Him will never be put to shame. 'For everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 


God says that you have to do 4 things in order to be saved. 


e You need someone to tell you about Jesus. 

e You must be willing to hear. 

e It is imperative that you believe that God sent Jesus to take 
your place, taking the death penalty for your sins. 

e You must act upon this belief by calling upon Jesus to save 
you. 


The scripture says in Romans 10:13 :- “EVERYONE WHO CALLS 
UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” 


This verse is our guarantee from God that when we call upon Jesus 
to save us, Jesus will do just that. This is a direct promise from God 
and we know that GOD IS TRUTH. God cannot lie. 


Remember, God knows all about you, but He also knows the 
intentions of you heart. The following prayer is a suggested way to call 
upon Jesus to save you from you sins and death. 


“Dear God in Heaven, I call upon you to save me. I want Jesus 
as my life's Saviour and sacrifice for my sins, those sins which 
so offend you and have caused a separation between us. I choose 
to believe in you, in your death for me, and your gift of 
everlasting life, by the same power that raised Jesus from 
death after the cross. On the basis of what Christ has done for 
me, I offer this request to you. AMEN” 
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If you have asked God to save you, or if you have any questions 
about God, or if you want some more literature about God and 
Jesus Christ, please write to the following address, we welcome your 
letters and we will be glad to answer them. 


Rev. Dr. Jeffry David Camm 

15 Pottinger Street, Toowoomba Qld 4350 
Australia. 

Email: nlmcs@optusnet.com.au 
Webpage: www.cammbooks.com.au 


CHAPTER 8: BACK TO BASICS 


Last night on one of the current affairs programs it was revealed that 30 
schools have been selected to go back to basics and teach children the 
three R’s — just like was taught to their parents and grandparents 30 — 50 
years ago. 


The surprising results have indicated that not only are the children 
learning basic literacy & numeracy skills faster, but there is a marked 
reduction in discipline issues, lack of truancy problems and a greater 
cooperation in the schoolrooms, between the teachers and the children. 


Teachers interviewed say that it is now a blessing to go to school and 
teach. Much of the stress has now been removed from the classroom. 


In the spiritual realm, it is time to go back to basics also. In the first 
century church there was a real sense of unity within the Body of Christ. 


People from one church area were concerned about the situation of the 
brethren in another region, taking up collections way beyond their means, 
to give them money for food and clothing. 


Everybody “practised what they preached”, and were great examples to 
the whole world, resulting in a major increase in the numbers of converts 
in the first hundred years of the church. 


As we approach the time of Easter, as we draw closer to remembering the 
trials and tribulations that Jesus Christ had to face, in our place, let us all 
go back to basics, to reflect on what it really means to claim to be a 
Christian. Being a Christian means —- belonging to Christ. 


To belong to Christ we must be prepared to have His aims, precepts, 


commandments and orders at the forefront of all our speech and actions 
each and every day. 
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THE SECRET KINGDOM 


The early churches were known as Christians by their love. Their love for 
one another, their love for their neighbours, even their love for their 
enemies. 


Today, many find it hard to love our brothers & sister in Christ, because 
they have been hurt in the church. 


Others find it hard to love their neighbours, especially those who have 
wild parties late at night, or play loud music, take drugs or other things 
which today’s society considers illegal. 


Today people are considered mentally unstable if they “love their 
enemies”. This world’s society has turned the truth around so that evil 
seems more logical than following God’s anointed divine word. 


So this Easter, let us all get back to basics. Tell your brothers & sisters in 
Christ that you do love and respect them. 


Speak to your neighbours; invite them to a church service, to show them 
that you care. 


Make a conscious decision not to hate that person who gets under your 
skin. Pray for them instead. 


When we get back to basics, we move aside, put God in His rightful place 
in our lives, and then He can move in ways we never imagined with 
results we never expected. 


Give it a try --- it works!!! 
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